
THE RIVERINE 
RECOVERY PROJECT

Many years of water over-allocation 
and river regulation has led to a 
decline in the health of the River 
Murray, exacerbated by an extended 
period of drought across the Murray-
Darling Basin. This has had a significant 
impact on habitats, with dying native 
vegetation, such as the iconic river 
red gums, and decreasing numbers of 
native fish, such as the Murray cod.

The RRP aims to improve the river’s 
health and the resilience of its 
wetlands, floodplains and backwaters 
in a future of lower water availability.

The RRP is a key component of South 
Australia’s $610 million Murray Futures 
program, funded by the Australian 
Government’s $12.9 billion Water for 
the Future initiative. The Department 
of Environment, Water and Natural 
Resources is the lead agency for the 
delivery of the RRP.

The project was launched in 2011 by 
the Federal Water and Environment 
Minister Tony Burke and South The River Murray near Morgan’s Lagoon, Blanchetown.

The Riverine Recovery Project (RRP) is 
a $100 million project which aims to 
improve the ecological health of the 
riverine environment between the 
South Australian-Victorian border and 
Wellington.

Australia’s Water and Environment 
Minister Paul Caica. The funding 
includes more than $87 million for a 
range of environmental projects and 
$9.2 million for Early On-ground Works 
at the Pike Floodplain, Katfish Reach 
and Yatco Lagoon. 
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The project will enable more effective 
use of water and support regional 
communities. It is linked with the 
Murray Futures Long-Term Plan for 
the Coorong, Lower Lakes and Murray 
Mouth by extending the efforts to 
build resilience and address river 
health across the whole of the River 
Murray system in South Australia. 

The project will boost the ecological 
health of wetlands through the re-
introduction of more natural wetting 
and drying cycles, while improving the 
environmental water use by reducing 
evaporative losses.

It will deliver direct environmental 
benefits to wetlands and floodplains 
along the South Australian River 
Murray. The project will also return 
up to 15 gigalitres of environmental 
water savings to the Commonwealth 
for environmental purposes within the 
southern-connected basin.

Key elements of the RRP  
The RRP comprises a number of on-
ground elements to improve the health 
of the river, floodplains and wetlands, 
including:

• Early On-ground Works

• Wetlands 

• Pike Floodplain

• Katfish Reach (Katarapko Floodplain) 

• Weir pool manipulation. 

Early On-ground Works

The Early On-ground Works is the 
first tranche of works under the RRP 
and includes work at Pike Floodplain, 
Katfish Reach and Yatco Lagoon. 

The Pike Floodplain works involves the 
construction of a new inlet regulator at 
Deep Creek incorporating a bridge and 
improved fish passage, and assessment 
of irrigation infrastructure . 

The Katfish Reach work includes 
the upgrade and construction of 
infrastructure to manage the habitat 
of the vulnerable Murray hardyhead, 
improve environmental flow to the 
Katarapko Island Drainage Basin, and 
establish fish passage connectivity 
within the floodplain.

The Yatco Lagoon work began in 
2007 with the construction of an 
embankment to disconnect the Yatco 
Lagoon from the river. New works 
will enable the implementation of 
the community-developed wetland 
management plan without disrupting 
irrigators and domestic water users.

These works include the relocation 
of off-takes to the main channel of 
the river as well as the development 
and implementation of an adaptive 
management system.  This will also 
have a significant benefit for the 
community through substantially 
improving the visual landscape and the
ecology within Yatco Lagoon, and will also
enable environmental water savings. 

Wetlands

Historically, (pre-locks and weirs) 
the vast majority of South Australia’s 
River Murray wetlands received 
highly variable flows that resulted in 
intermittent dry and wet periods. 

This element will provide targeted 
investigation and investment into 
environmental infrastructure at 
selected wetland sites to optimise 
water delivery and maximise ecological 
benefits. This is achieved by using 
wetland regulators to mimic the natural
drying and wetting cycles that would 
have occurred prior to river regulation. 
These reinstated wet and dry events 
will allow native flora and fauna to
regenerate and water quality to improve. 

A new culvert at Martin’s Bend near Berri, built with RRP funding. A degraded wetland in the Riverland.
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Pike Floodplain

The Pike Floodplain, which covers 
6700 hectares between Paringa and 
Lyrup near Renmark, is a high priority 
asset within the Lower Murray system. 
The Pike Floodplain has a highly 
valued ecology providing habitat for 
threatened species such as the regent 
parrot, the southern bell frog and a 
diverse native fish population.

The Pike Floodplain currently suffers 
from declining ecological health. 
RRP works will include enhancing 
infrastructure to manage natural high-
flow events and provide improved 
hydrological connectivity and fish 
passage. This will benefit the ecology 
of up to 28 kilometres of in-stream 
habitat. 

Sweeney’s lagoon wetland  near Blanchetown, part of the Moorundi wetland complex, has responded well to flow management.

The RRP will improve the health of wetlands and floodplains which support Photo: SAMDBNRM Board 
species such as the nationally vulnerable regent parrot (Polytelis anthopeplus).

Katfish Reach

The Katfish Reach (also known 
as Katarapko) is located on the 
Katarapko-Eckert Creek anabranch
system which bypasses Lock and Weir 4
near Loxton. 

Katfish Reach is another high priority 
asset and a demonstration reach for 
native fish under the Murray-Darling 
Basin Native Fish Strategy.

The Katfish Reach project focuses 
on essential environmental works 
and measures that will improve the 
floodplain’s resilience. Proposed works 
will use environmental water in the 
most efficient and effective way to 
improve hydrological connectivity, fish 
passage and ecosystem health more 
generally.

Adelaide University researchers check native 
fish populations during rapid baseline survey 
work at Kroehn’s Landing in early 2012. 
Photo: Dr Scotte Wedderburn.

Works at the 
Pike Floodplain 
will benefit the 
ecology of up to 
28 kilometres of 
in-stream habitat.



THE RIVERINE RECOVERY PROJECT MURRAY FUTURES Riverine Recovery

For further information contact:
Department of Environment, Water 
and Natural Resources 
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Weir Pool Manipulation  

The River Murray in South Australia is 
regulated by six weirs, which keep the 
water level stable so that the water 
can be reliably extracted for human 
use. This has dramatically reduced the 
natural variation in water level that 
used to occur prior to regulation.

Along with the reduction in flow, the 
reduction in water level variation has 
had a negative impact on the ecology 
of floodplains and wetlands.

The weir pool manipulation program 
will assess opportunities to use weirs 
to mimic the natural fluctuations 
in water level that wetlands and 
floodplains depend upon.

The weir pool manipulation element 
is a continuation of previous SA 
Government weir operations 
investigations and trials aimed 
at improving the River Murray 
environment. This element of RRP will 
assess opportunities to use weirs to 
mimic the natural fluctuations in water 
level that wetlands and floodplains 
depend upon.

River Murray Lock 5 weir pool raising 2005.Murray River anabranches rely on varying water 
flows.

http://www.waterforgood.sa.gov.au
http://www.environment.sa.gov.au

