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1. Application information  
Application Details 

Applicant: District Council of Lower Eyre Peninsula 

Key contact: Marc Kilmartin M: 0438 910 777 E: marck@dclep.sa.gov.au 

Landowner: Tony Robins 

Site Address: Approximately 20 m west of Meaney Road 

Local Government 

Area: 

District Council of Lower Eyre 

Peninsula 

Hundred: Shannon 

Title ID:  CT/5431/366 Parcel ID H551400 S23 

 

Summary of proposed clearance 

Purpose of clearance To develop a Borrow Pit. A Borrow Pit is a deposit of natural gravel, loam or 

earth that is excavated for use as a road making material. 

Native Vegetation Regulation Regulation 12, Schedule 1; clause 34 – Infrastructure. 

Description of the vegetation 

under application 

1.91 ha Eucalyptus peninsularis, Eucalyptus pileata Mallee over sparse sclerophyll 

shrub mix in good condition (Vegetation condition score: 48.57). 

Total proposed clearance - 

area (ha) and number of trees  

1.91 ha of Eucalyptus peninsularis, Eucalyptus pileata Mallee over sparse 

sclerophyll shrub mix is proposed to be cleared.  

Level of clearance Level 4. 

Overlay (Planning and Design 

Code) 

Native Vegetation Overlay. 

Map of proposed clearance area  
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Mitigation hierarchy Ideally the borrow pit would be located in an area close by already devoid of 

native vegetation. Marc Kilmartin from the District Council of Lower Eyre 

Peninsula has had several discussions with the landholder about potentially 

developing a borrow pit in arable land, in an area close by already devoid of 

native vegetation. The landholder is not in agreeance with this recommendation 

as the arable land is too valuable for farming purposes (cereal cropping and 

sheep grazing). If the proposal is successful the proponent will clearly mark on 

ground areas that are to be avoided at all times to prevent unintended impacts 

or accidental clearance. This will include the northern boundary where the 

Project area adjoins native vegetation. 

SEB Offset proposal Payment of $59,399.49 (Payment into the fund (GST Exclusive)) and $3,156.97 

(Administration fee (GST Exclusive)). Total fee: $60,556.46. 

 

2. Purpose of clearance  
2.1 Description 

The clearance of the vegetation is required to develop a Borrow Pit. A Borrow Pit is a deposit of natural gravel, loam 

or earth that is excavated for use as a road making material. The District Council of Lower Eyre Peninsula have 

approximately 1200 km of unsealed road to maintain, of which they currently endeavor to re-sheet approximately 

20 km a year. The Robins Borrow Pit was one of four Pits (Casanova, Gordons and Collins) assessed within the District 

Council of Lower Eyre Peninsula over a three-day period (18-20 January 2021) (refer to Figure 1). 

 

The vegetation is proposed to be cleared in stages as the material required for road maintenance may potentially not 

meet council requirements. The District Council of Lower Eyre Peninsula estimates that the Robins Borrow Pit would 

provide 80,000 ton of material which would maintain 33 km of local roads for a minimum of seven years. 

 

2.2 Background 

The Project area is located on private property approximately 27 km north-west of Cummins (Figure 1). The District 

Council of Lower Eyre Peninsula have an existing agreement with the landholders which allows for the construction of 

Borrow Pits. The Project area of 1.91 ha current forms a block of native vegetation totaling 3.86 ha. The Project area is 

surrounded by a mix of farmland (cereal cropping) and a series of old borrow pits totaling an area of 1.8 ha (Figure 

2). 
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2.4 General location map 

 
Figure 1. Location of all four Borrow Pits including Robins Pit. 



Page 6 of 38 

 

 
Figure 2. Location of Robins Pit. 

 

2.5 Details of the proposal 

The clearance of 1.91 ha of native vegetation is required for the construction of a Borrow Pit as shown on Figure 2. As 

previously mentioned, the vegetation will be cleared in stages as the material required for road maintenance may 

potentially not meet council requirements. The GIS shapefiles for the proposed project will be provided on 

submission of the Native Vegetation Clearance Proposal. 

 

2.6 Approvals required or obtained  

Native Vegetation Act 1991 

The Native Vegetation Act 1991 (NV Act) provides protection for native vegetation in South Australia and sets out a 

process for applying to clear vegetation. The Act ensures that areas of high conservation value are protected, and 

that clearances are subject to a thorough assessment process. The Native Vegetation Council (NVC) is responsible for 

providing advice and making decisions about the removal and re-establishment of native vegetation in line with the 

Act. Clearance under the NV Act is the subject of this assessment and proposal. There have not been any past 

clearance applications or approvals for the subject land. 

 

Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 

The Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) applies to any action which is likely to 

have a significant impact on a Matter of National Environmental Significance (MNES). There are nine MNES that act 

as “triggers” for the Commonwealth assessment and approval process. A Protected Matters Search Tool (PMST) 

report was generated on 9 December 2020 to identify MNES under the EPBC Act potentially occurring within 5 km of 

the Project area. 
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All MNES applicable to the Project area have been considered in this assessment and proposal. 

 

National Parks and Wildlife Act 1972 

The National Parks and Wildlife Act 1972 (NPW Act) provides for the establishment and management of reserves for 

public benefit and enjoyment; to provide for the conservation of wildlife in a natural environment; and for other 

purposes. Impacts to flora and fauna species listed under National Parks Schedules have been considered in this 

assessment and proposal. The NPWSA reserve, Shannon Conservation Park is located approximately 7 km north of 

the Project area. 

 

2.7 Native Vegetation Regulation 

It is considered that native vegetation clearance required for this project falls under the provisions of Division 5 of the 

Native Vegetation Regulations 2017 which provide for the clearance of native vegetation under Regulation 12, 

Schedule 1; clause 34 – Infrastructure. 
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3. Method 
3.1 Flora assessment  

The flora assessment was conducted on 18 January 2021 by NVC accredited consultants Matt Launer and Rob 

Kelman. The flora assessment was performed in accordance with the BAM (NVC 2017a). The Native Vegetation 

Council (NVC) BAM is suitable for assessing vegetation that is located within the agricultural region of South 

Australia. The BAM uses biodiversity ‘surrogates’ or ‘indicators’ to measure biodiversity value against benchmark 

communities. Each area to be assessed is termed an application area (‘block’), within which different vegetation 

associations (‘sites’) are identified and compared to the Nature Conservation Society of South Australia’s ‘benchmark’ 

vegetation communities. 

 

A representative 1 ha quadrat was surveyed within the 1.91 ha Project area. Three components of the biodiversity 

value of the site are measured and scored. These are: vegetation condition, conservation value and landscape 

context. The three component scores are combined to provide Unit Biodiversity Score (per ha) and then multiplied by 

the size (ha) of the site to provide a ‘Total Biodiversity Score’ for the site. This is used to calculate a Significant 

Environmental Benefit (SEB) area and value for payment in to the Native Vegetation Fund derived from the clearance 

of native vegetation (NVC 2017a). 

 

The Project area was traversed on foot and a complete flora species list recorded. This was carried out in addition to 

the BAM quadrat. This also included targeted searches for species listed under the NPW 1972 or the EPBC Act 1999. 

 

3.2 Fauna assessment 

A desktop assessment was conducted to assess the potential for any threatened fauna species (both Commonwealth 

and State listed) to occur within the Project area. This was achieved by undertaking database searches of a 5 km 

buffer of the Project area, as specified in the Bushland Assessment Method (BAM) manual (NVC 2017a). 

 

A PMR (Protected Matters Report) report was generated on 9 December 2020 to identify MNES (Matters of National 

Environmental Significance) under the EPBC Act (DoEE 2019b). The PMR is maintained by DoEE and was used to 

identify flora and fauna species or ecological communities of national environmental significance that may occur or 

have suitable habitat within the Project area. 

 

Fauna species listed under South Australia’s NPW Act were assessed using the Biological Databases of South 

Australia (BDBSA). The dataset was obtained on 18 December 2020 and used to identify threatened species that have 

been recorded within the 5 km buffer of the Project area (DEW 2020). 

 

The Project area was traversed on foot. All vertebrate fauna species, signs of species (scats, tracks etc.) and potential 

habitat for fauna was recorded. A 2.5 hr. bird survey was also carried out within the Project area. The value of habitat 

for the threatened fauna species identified in the desktop assessment was also determined when surveying the 

Project area.  
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4. Assessment Outcomes 
4.1 Vegetation Assessment 

General description of the vegetation, the site and matters of significance 

The Project area contained one vegetation association, Eucalyptus peninsularis, Eucalyptus pileata Mallee over sparse 

sclerophyll shrub mix. The average height of the overstorey was 5.0 m. The vegetation was considered to be in 

moderate condition (Vegetation condition score: 48.57). The landform was dominated by an undulating plain. 

Limestone rock was frequently distributed on the soil surface throughout the Project area. The soil was sandy loam. 

The Project area of 1.91 ha currently forms a block of native vegetation totaling 3.86 ha. The Project area is 

surrounded by a mix of farmland (cereal cropping) and a series of old borrow pits totaling an area of 1.8 ha (Figure 

2). The NPWSA reserve, Shannon Conservation Park is located approximately 7 km north of the Project area. 

 

Details of the vegetation associates/scattered trees proposed to be impacted 

Vegetation 

Association 

Eucalyptus peninsularis, Eucalyptus pileata Mallee over sparse sclerophyll shrub mix 

 

General 

description 

A total of 14 flora species were recorded within the Eucalyptus peninsularis, Eucalyptus pileata 

Mallee over sparse sclerophyll shrub mix BAQ (A1), which includes 12 native species and two 

introduced species (Appendix 3). The two introduced species were: Introduced species were 

Avena barbata (Bearded Oat) and Brassica tournefortii (Wild Turnip). The overstorey was 

dominated by Eucalyptus peninsularis (Merrit) and Eucalyptus pileata (Capped Mallee) (Coastal 

White Mallee), Eucalyptus angulosa (Coast Ridge-fruited Mallee) and Melaleuca lanceolata 

(Dryland Tea-tree) which had an average height of 5.0 m. 
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The mid-storey layer was very sparsely distributed and contained six species: Eutaxia 

microphylla (Common Eutaxia), Acacia myrtifolia (Myrtle Wattle), Templetonia retusa (Cockies 

Tongue), Melaleuca uncinata (Broombush), Exocarpos aphyllus (Leafless Cherry) and Santalum 

acuminatum (Quandong) 

 

the most commonly recorded species were: Acrotriche patula (Prickly Ground-berry), Daviesia 

asperula ssp. (Bitter-pea), Hakea cycloptera (Elm-seed Hakea), Leucopogon parviflorus (Coast 

Beard-heath), Melaleuca acuminata ssp. acuminata (Mallee Honey-myrtle) and Xanthorrhoea 

semiplana ssp. semiplana (Yacca). 

 

The ground-storey layer was quite open with shrubs, sedges and grasses being versysparsely 

distributed. These included: Astroloma humifusum (Cranberry Heath), Austrostipa sp. (Spear-

grass), Gahnia lanigera (Black Grass Saw-sedge) and Rytidosperma caespitosum (Common 

Wallaby-grass). 

 

The majority of the weed incursion (Avena barbata (Bearded Oat) and Brassica tournefortii 

(Wild Turnip)) was located on the edge of the block of native vegetation. These two 

introduced species were only very sparsely distributed within the Eucalyptus peninsularis, 

Eucalyptus pileata Mallee over sparse sclerophyll shrub mix. The Native: Exotic Understorey 

Biomass Score was 5 (>80% native flora). 

Threatened 

species or 

community 

There were no threatened ecological communities or conservation rated flora or fauna 

species recorded within the Project area. 

Landscape 

context score 

1.13 Vegetation 

Condition Score 

48.57 Conservation 

significance score 

1.00 

Unit biodiversity 

Score 

54.89 Area (ha) 1.91 Total biodiversity 

Score 

104.83 
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Site map showing areas of proposed impact 

 
Figure 3. Vegetation association mapping and BAQ photopoint location within the Project area. 
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4.3 Threatened Species assessment  

A desktop assessment was conducted to assess the potential for any threatened species (both Commonwealth and 

State listed) that could occur within the Project area. This was achieved by undertaking database searches of a 5 km 

buffer of the Project area, as specified in the Bushland Assessment Method (BAM) manual (NVC 2017a). 

A PMR (Protected Matters Report) report was generated on 9 December 2020 to identify MNES (Matters of National 

Environmental Significance) under the EPBC Act (DoEE 2019b). The PMR is maintained by DoEE and was used to 

identify flora and fauna species or ecological communities of national environmental significance that may occur or 

have suitable habitat within the Project area. 

Species listed under South Australia’s NPW Act were assessed using the Biological Databases of South Australia 

(BDBSA). The dataset was obtained on 18 December 2020 and used to identify threatened species that have been 

recorded within the 5 km buffer of the Project area (DEW 2020). 

 

Threatened Ecological Communities 

One threatened ecological community (TEC) was identified in the PMR as potentially occurring within 5 km of the 

Project area. This was the Eyre Peninsula Blue Gum (Eucalyptus petiolaris) Woodland (Endangered). No TEC’s were 

recorded within the Project area during the field survey. 

 

Nationally threatened flora 

Eight nationally threatened flora species were identified in the PMR as potentially occurring within 5 km of the 

Project area. One of these species, Bossiaea peninsularis (Sword Bossiaea) (EPBC: VU & NP&W: V) was listed as 

‘Species or species habitat known to occur in the area’. Bossiaea peninsularis was identified in the BDBSA search as 

being recorded within 5 km of the Project area since 1995. No nationally threatened flora species were recorded 

during the field survey. 

 

State threatened flora 

Four threatened flora species listed under the NPW Act were identified in the BDBSA search as being previously 

recorded within 5 km of the project area since 1995. These were: Crassula exserta (Large-fruit Crassula) (NP&W: R), 

Grevillea pauciflora ssp. leptophylla (Narrow-leaf Grevillea) (NP&W: R) and Schoenus sculptus (Gimlet Bog-rush) 

(NP&W: R). No threatened flora species listed under the NPW Act were recorded during the field survey. 

 

Nationally threatened fauna 

Eight nationally threatened fauna species (all birds species) were identified in the PMR as potentially occurring within 

5 km of the Project area. None of these species were listed as ‘Species or species habitat known to occur in the area’. 

No nationally threatened fauna species were recorded during the field survey. 

 

State threatened fauna 

There were no fauna species listed under the NPW Act identified in the BDBSA search as being previously recorded 

within 5 km of the project area since 1995. No threatened fauna species listed under the NPW Act were recorded 

during the field survey. 
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Species observed on site, or recorded within 5km (50km in the arid zone) of the application area since 1995, 

or the vegetation is considered to provide suitable habitat 

Species (common name) NP&W 

Act 

EPBC 

Act 

Data 

source 

Date 

of last 

record  

Species known 

habitat preferences 

 

Likelihood of use 

for habitat – 

Comments 

Flora       

Bossiaea peninsularis (Sword 

Bossiaea) 

E EN 1, 5 2012 Bossiaea 

peninsularis is 

endemic to the Eyre 

Peninsula. Bossiaea 

peninsularis occurs 

on sandy soils 

surrounding salt 

marshes and lakes 

near Lake Brimpton 

and Karkoo. 

Currently only 

known from two 

roadside 

populations in the 

vicinity of Karkoo 

on the southern 

Eyre Peninsula. 

Unlikely: The 

Project area does 

not contain any 

suitable habitat. 

Crassula exserta (Large-fruit 

Crassula) 

R  1 1995 Widespread but 

never common in 

Australia. Grows in 

a wide range of 

habitats often 

together with C. 

colorata and C. 

sieberana subsp. 

Tetramera. Prefers 

Granite outcrops, 

swamps, 

depressions, saline 

mud flats.  

Unlikely: The 

Project area does 

not contain any 

suitable habitat. 

Grevillea pauciflora ssp. 

leptophylla (Narrow-leaf 

Grevillea) 

R  1 1995 Very little 

information is 

available on the 

species. The 

subspecies 

occupies scattered 

shrubbery in the 

calcareous 

Eucalyptus mallee 

woodland which 

characterises the 

Kappawanta 

Environmental 

Association from 

which most 

Unlikely: Not 

recorded during the 

survey. If the 

species was present 

it would likely to 

have been 

recorded. This is 

based on the very 

open understorey 

of the vegetation 

association and the 

time surveying the 

area (approximately 

3 hr).  
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Species (common name) NP&W 

Act 

EPBC 

Act 

Data 

source 

Date 

of last 

record  

Species known 

habitat preferences 

 

Likelihood of use 

for habitat – 

Comments 

collections have 

been made. It also 

has been located in 

the Yeelanna 

Environmental 

Association which is 

a largely cleared 

calcrete plain with 

remnant roadside 

vegetation. 

Schoenus sculptus (Gimlet Bog-

rush) 

R  1 1995 Very little 

information is 

available on the 

species. Records 

from the BDBSA 

show that Schoenus 

sculptus has been 

associated with 

Loamy sand and 

Melaleuca brevifolia 

and Melaleuca 

decussata 

Shrubland. S. 

sculptus has also 

been recorded in 

an ephemeral 

creek. In mud near 

Juncus bufonius, 

Isolepis} sp. and 

Triglochin 

centrocarpum. 

Unlikely: The 

Project area does 

not contain any 

suitable habitat. 

Source; 1- BDBSA, 2 - AoLA, 3 – NatueMaps 4 – Observed/recorded in the field, 5 - Protected matters search tool, 6 – others 

NP&W Act; E= Endangered, V = Vulnerable, R= Rare  

EPBC Act; Ex = Extinct, CR = Critically endangered, EN = Endangered; VU = Vulnerable 

 

Criteria for the likelihood of occurrence of species within the Study area. 

Likelihood  Criteria  

Highly 

Likely/Known  

Recorded in the last 10 years, the species does not have highly specific niche requirements, the habitat is 

present and falls within the known range of the species distribution or;  

The species was recorded as part of field surveys.  

Likely  Recorded within the previous 20 years, the area falls within the known distribution of the species and the 

area provides habitat or feeding resources for the species.  

Possible  Recorded within the previous 20 years, the area falls inside the known distribution of the species, but the 

area provide limited habitat or feeding resources for the species.  

Recorded within 20 -40 years, survey effort is considered adequate, habitat and feeding resources present, 

and species of similar habitat needs have been recorded in the area.  
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Unlikely  Recorded within the previous 20 years, but the area provide no habitat or feeding resources for the species, 

including perching, roosting or nesting opportunities, corridor for movement or shelter.  

Recorded within 20 -40 years; however, suitable habitat does not occur, and species of similar habitat 

requirements have not been recorded in the area.  

No records despite adequate survey effort.  
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Figure 4. Threatened flora species identified within the Project area in the BDBSA search. Only BDBSA records since 1995 are shown.
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Figure 5. There were no threatened fauna species identified within the Project area from the BDBSA search. 
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4.4 Cumulative impact 

When exercising a power or making a decision under Division 5 of the Native Vegetation Regulations 2017, the NVC 

must consider the potential cumulative impact, both direct and indirect, that is reasonably likely to result from a 

proposed clearance activity. 

The clearance of 1.91 ha of vegetation for the construction of a borrow pit is considered a direct impact (areas of 

vegetation that needs to be removed to facilitate the development). There is series of old borrow pits totaling an area 

of 1.8 ha bordering approximately 80 m of the Project area (Figure 3). The full list of matters in the Guide for 

Clearance applications (pg. 9) has been considered for this project. 

 

4.5 Address the Mitigation Hierarchy 

When exercising a power or making a decision under Division 5 of the Native Vegetation Regulations 2017, the NVC 

must have regard to the mitigation hierarchy. The NVC will also consider, with the aim to minimize, impacts on 

biological diversity, soil, water and other natural resources, threatened species or ecological communities under the 

EPBC Act or listed species under the NP&W Act. 

 

a) Avoidance – outline measures taken to avoid clearance of native vegetation 

Ideally the borrow pit would be located in an area close by already devoid of native vegetation. Marc Kilmartin 

from the District Council of Lower Eyre Peninsula has had several discussions with the landholder about 

potentially developing a borrow pit in arable land, in an area close by already devoid of native vegetation. The 

landholder is not in agreeance with this recommendation as the arable land is too valuable for farming purposes 

(cereal cropping and sheep grazing). 

 

The borrow pit location has been selected as it is in close proximity to the unsealed roads requiring 

maintenance, therefore minimizing hauling cost. The size of the borrow pit has been selected based on the 

current requirement for material. The District Council of Lower Eyre Peninsula estimates that the Robins Borrow 

Pit would provide 80,000 ton of material which would maintain 33 km of local roads for a minimum of seven 

years. 

 

If the proposal is successful the proponent will clearly mark on ground areas that are to be avoided at all times 

to prevent unintended impacts or accidental clearance. This will include the norther boundary where the Project 

area adjoins native vegetation. 

 

b) Minimization – if clearance cannot be avoided, outline measures taken to minimize the extent, duration 

and intensity of impacts of the clearance on biodiversity to the fullest possible extent (whether the impact 

is direct, indirect or cumulative). 

Unfortunately, the clearance of 1.91 ha of vegetation cannot be avoided. The clearance of vegetation will be 

undertaken using a bulldozer to allow for the construction of the borrow pit. As previously mentioned, the 

vegetation is proposed to be cleared in stages as the material required for unsealed road maintenance may 

potentially not meet council requirements. 

 

c) Rehabilitation or restoration – outline measures taken to rehabilitate ecosystems that have been 

degraded, and to restore ecosystems that have been degraded, or destroyed by the impact of clearance 

that cannot be avoided or further minimized, such as allowing for the re-establishment of the vegetation. 

The construction of the borrow pit will require the removal of approximately 80,000 ton of rubble material which 

will leave a substantial pit. Once all material is removed the borrow pit will be made safe (i.e., batters formed, 

access blocked). The filling in and rehabilitation of a borrow pit would render the project uneconomical due to 

hauling and machinery costs. 
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d) Offset – any adverse impact on native vegetation that cannot be avoided or further minimized should be 

offset by the achievement of a significant environmental benefit that outweighs that impact.   

The District Council of Lower Eyre Peninsula is proposing to pay into the Native Vegetation Fund. The total 

payment required is $60,556.46 which includes an SEB payment of $57,399.49 and an administration fee of 

$3,156.97. Should this proposal be successful, the District Council of Lower Eyre Peninsula would like to request 

to make the payment in stages as the vegetation clearance occurs. 

 

4.5 Principles of Clearance (Schedule 1, Native Vegetation Act 

1991) 
The Native Vegetation Council will consider Principles 1(b), 1(c) and 1(d) when assigning a level of Risk under 

Regulation 16 of the Native Vegetation Regulations. The Native Vegetation Council will consider all the Principles of 

clearance of the Act as relevant, when considering an application referred under the Planning, Development and 

Infrastructure Act 2016. 

 

Principle of 

clearance 

Relevant information Assessment against 

the principles  

Moderating factors that may 

be considered by the NVC 

Principle 1b - 

significance 

as a habitat 

for wildlife 

Eight nationally threatened fauna 

species (all birds species) were 

identified in the PMR as potentially 

occurring within 5 km of the Project 

area. None of these species were 

listed as ‘Species or species habitat 

known to occur in the area’. There 

were no fauna species listed under 

the NPW Act identified in the BDBSA 

search as being previously recorded 

within 5 km of the project area since 

1995. No threatened fauna species 

listed under the NPW Act were 

recorded during the field survey. 

 

Patches;  

Threatened Fauna Score: 0 

Unit biodiversity Score: 54.89 

 

Seriously at Variance  

The Project area 

contained one 

vegetation 

association: 

Eucalyptus 

peninsularis, 

Eucalyptus pileata 

Mallee over sparse 

sclerophyll shrub mix. 

 

At Variance –  

Not applicable. 

 

Information is required on the 

habitat contained in the 

proposed clearance area in 

relation to its 

significance as habitat for 

wildlife. In particular, does the 

area of vegetation: 

• Support rare or threatened 

species, including regionally 

threatened species: 

None of the fauna species 

recorded during the survey 

are listed as threatened under 

the EPBC Act, NPW Act or at 

regional level. 

• Support the habitat used by 

rare or threatened species, 

even if they are not present 

at the time: 

There were no threatened 

species listed under the EPBC 

Act, NPW Act or at regional 

level during the survey. The 

threatened species 

assessment (Refer to Section 

4.3) did not identify any 

fauna species listed under the 

EPBC Act and NPW Act which 

could possibly occur within 

the Project area. 

• The area is assessed (e.g., 

hollows): 

There were no hollow bearing 

trees recorded within the 

Project area. The two 
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dominant mallee species 

Eucalyptus peninsularis and 

Eucalyptus pileata averaged 

5.0 m height. 

• Likely support a high 

diversity of animal species: 

Six bird species and two 

mammal species were 

detected within the Project 

area during the survey (Refer 

to table below). Both 

mammal species recorded 

were introduced species, 

these were: Oryctolagus 

cuniculus (Rabbit (European 

Rabbit)) and Ovis aries 

(Sheep (Feral Sheep)). The 

Project area contained one 

vegetation association which 

was very homogenous and 

therefore diversity of fauna 

habitat was considered to be 

moderate. 

• Provide a corridor for 

movements between other 

areas of native vegetation, 

especially in heavily cleared 

areas: 

The Project area of 1.91 ha 

currently forms a block of 

native vegetation totaling 

3.86 ha. The Project area 

does not specifically provide a 

corridor for movements 

between other areas of native 

vegetation. 

• Provide a refuge (an 

important area of habitat at 

particular times, such as 

drought or when normal 

food supplies are scarce): 

The Project area of 1.91 ha is 

bordered to the north by a 

1.95 ha of native vegetation 

which is of very similar 

structure. The Project area 

does not contain any wetland 

habitat. 

Moderating Factors to be 

considered by the NVC 

Impact Significance 
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The following criteria are used to 

determine whether an action will 

have a significant impact on 

listed threatened fauna species 

and therefore clearance will be 

raised to ‘Seriously at variance’. A 

clearance action will have or is 

likely to have a significant impact 

on a threatened species if it may: 

• Lead to a long-term 

decrease in the size of a 

population, or 

• Reduce the area of 

occupancy of the species, or 

• Fragment an existing 

population into two or more 

populations, or 

• Adversely affect habitat 

critical to the survival of a 

species, or 

• Modify, destroy, remove, 

isolate or decrease the 

availability or quality of 

habitat to the 

• Extent that the species is 

likely to decline, or 

• Result in invasive species 

that are harmful to a 

threatened species 

becoming established in 

• The threatened species 

habitat, or 

• Interfere with the recovery of 

the species. 

There were no threatened species 

listed under the EPBC Act, NPW 

Act or at regional level during the 

survey. The threatened species 

assessment (Refer to Section 4.3) 

did not identify any fauna species 

listed under the EPBC Act and 

NPW Act which could possibly 

occur within the Project area. 

Based on the information above, 

it is considered unlikely that a 

clearance action will have a 

significant impact on a listed 

threatened fauna species and 

therefore the clearance may be 

reduced to At variance (NVC 

decision). 
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Principle 1c - 

plants of a 

rare, 

vulnerable or 

endangered 

species 

Not at variance. Not applicable. Not applicable. 

Principle 1d - 

the 

vegetation 

comprises the 

whole or 

part of a 

plant 

community 

that is Rare, 

Vulnerable or 

endangered: 

Not at variance, Not applicable. 

 

Not applicable. 

 

 

4.6 Risk Assessment 

Determine the level of risk associated with the application 

Total 

clearance  

No. of trees Not applicable 

Area (ha) 1.91 

Total biodiversity Score 104.83 

Seriously at variance with principle 

1(b), 1(c) or 1 (d) 

b - Wildlife habitat 

Risk assessment outcome Level 4 
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5. Clearance summary 
Clearance Area Summary table 

Block  Site 

Native 
species 
diversity 
score 

Threatened 
Ecological 
community 
Score 

Threatened 
plant score 

Threatened 
fauna 
score UBS Area (ha) 

Total 
Biodiversity 
score 

Lo
ss

 f
ac

to
r 

Lo
ad

in
gs

 

R
e

d
u

ct
io

n
s 

SEB Points 
required 

SEB 
payment Admin Fee 

Robins A1 16 1 0 0 54.89 1.91 104.84 1     110.08 $57,399.49 $3,156.97 

                0.00       0.00 $0.00 $0.00 
Insert additional rows into the table as required. Total 1.91 104.8399   110.08 $57,399.49 $3,156.97 

 

Totals summary table 

  
Total Biodiversity 
score 

Total SEB points 
required SEB Payment Admin Fee Total Payment 

Application 104.84 110.08 $57,399.49 $3,156.97 $60,556.46 
 

IBRA Association percent vegetation remnancy (%) 27 

IBRA Subregion percent vegetation remnancy (%) 29 

Is the vegetation associated with a Wetland No 

Economies of Scale Factor 0.5 

Rainfall (mm)  401 
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6. Significant Environmental 

Benefit  
A Significant Environmental Benefit (SEB) is required for approval to clear under Division 5 of the Native Vegetation 

Regulations 2017.  The NVC must be satisfied that as a result of the loss of vegetation from the clearance that an SEB 

will result in a positive impact on the environment that is over and above the negative impact of the clearance.   

 

ACHIEVING AN SEB 

Indicate how the SEB will be achieved by ticking the appropriate box and providing the associated information: 

 

  Establish a new SEB Area on land owned by the proponent. 

  Use SEB Credit that the proponent has established.  Provide the SEB Credit Ref. No. ___________ 

  Apply to have SEB Credit assigned from another person or body.  The application form needs to be submitted 

with this Data Report. 

  Apply to have an SEB to be delivered by a Third Party.  The application form needs to be submitted with this Data 

Report. 

  Pay into the Native Vegetation Fund. 

 

 

PAYMENT SEB 

If a proponent proposes to achieve the SEB by paying into the Native Vegetation Fund, summary information must 

be provided on the amount required to be paid and the manner of payment: 

 

The District Council of Lower Eyre Peninsula is proposing to pay into the Native Vegetation Fund. The total payment 

required is $60,556.46 which includes an SEB payment of $57,399.49 and an administration fee of $3,156.97. Should 

this proposal be successful, the District Council of Lower Eyre Peninsula would like to request to make the payment in 

stages as the vegetation clearance occurs. A detailed works timetable outlining the vegetation clearance stages will 

be provided prior to any on-ground works being undertaken. 

  

http://www.environment.sa.gov.au/managing-natural-resources/native-vegetation/offsetting/third-party-credit-seb
http://www.environment.sa.gov.au/managing-natural-resources/native-vegetation/offsetting/third-party-credit-seb
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7. Appendices  
Appendix 1. Fauna Species List (Fauna assessment) 

Six bird species and two mammal species were detected within the Project area during the survey (Refer to table 

below). Both mammal species recorded were introduced species, these were: Oryctolagus cuniculus (Rabbit (European 

Rabbit)) and Ovis aries (Sheep (Feral Sheep)). None of the fauna species recorded were listed as threatened under the 

EPBC Act or NPW Act. Additional surveys within the Project area would likely result in additional species of regionally 

common birds, mammals and reptiles being recorded. 

 

Class name Species name Common name  

Quantity 

observed/comment 

AVES Acanthiza apicalis Inland Thornbill 3 

AVES Cracticus torquatus Grey Butcherbird 1 

AVES Pardalotus punctatus Spotted Pardalote 1 

AVES Phaps chalcoptera Common Bronzewing 2 

AVES Psephotellus varius Mulga Parrot 1 

AVES Smicrornis brevirostris Weebill 6 

MAMMALIA *Oryctolagus cuniculus Rabbit (European Rabbit) Diggings and scats 

MAMMALIA *Ovis aries Sheep (Feral Sheep) Signs of grazing and scats 

* = Introduced species. 
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Appendix 2. Bushland, Rangeland or Scattered Tree Vegetation Assessment Scoresheets associated with the 

proposed clearance and SEB Area (to be submitted in Excel format) 
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Appendix 3. Flora Species List 

Family name Species name Common name 

CRUCIFERAE *Brassica tournefortii Wild Turnip 

CYPERACEAE Gahnia lanigera Black Grass Saw-sedge 

GRAMINEAE Austrostipa sp. Spear-grass 

GRAMINEAE Rytidosperma caespitosum Common Wallaby-grass 

GRAMINEAE *Avena barbata Bearded Oat 

LEGUMINOSAE Eutaxia microphylla Common Eutaxia 

LEGUMINOSAE Acacia myrtifolia Myrtle Wattle 

LEGUMINOSAE Templetonia retusa Cockies Tongue 

MYRTACEAE Eucalyptus peninsularis Merrit 

MYRTACEAE Eucalyptus pileata Capped Mallee 

MYRTACEAE Melaleuca lanceolata Dryland Tea-tree 

MYRTACEAE Melaleuca uncinata Broombush 

SANTALACEAE Exocarpos aphyllus Leafless Cherry 

SANTALACEAE Santalum acuminatum Quandong 

* = Introduced species. 
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Appendix 4. Additional photographs of the proposed clearance area. 
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