SHIPWRECKS
OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA

QUORNA
The steel-hulled screw steamer
Quorna (formerly Warrener) was
built in 1912 by Fullerton & Co at
Paisley, Scotland and registered
in Port Adelaide by George Wills
& Co. It measured 175.5 feet
(53.5m) length, 24.0 feet (7.3m)
breadth, 11.6 feet (3.5m) depth
and was 606 gross tons.
The cargo vessel arrived in Port Adelaide in
November 1912, and within 12 months was sold to
the Adelaide Steamship Company, who renamed it
Quorna and added accommodation space.
For more than 30 years the steamer carried
passengers and cargo around the South Australian
coast. It was a regular visitor to Spencer Gulf ports.
The Quorna was laid up in Port Adelaide in 1947.
On 3 October 1950 the steamer was moved to the
North Parade Wharf, where everything of value
was removed, prior to the vessel being presented
to the RAAF for bombing practice.
On 29 October 1950 the stripped hulk (with "Goodbye sweetheart" chalked on one side) left Port
Adelaide under tow of the tug Foremost. The next
morning it anchored 10 miles east of Cape Hart,
Kangaroo Island - the target of "Operation Lame
Duck", a highly organised RAAF training exercise
involving 14 aircraft and forty two 500 pound
bombs, as well as rockets and machine gun
ammunition.
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Three Lincoln bombers, each carrying 14 bombs,
flew directly from Amberley in Queensland, a 9hour non-stop return flight. Eight Mustangs and
three Beaufighters, which were to follow the
bombings with rockets and machine gun fire,
arrived in South Australia (at Mallala) from New
South Wales, the day before. It was anticipated
that, with such a small target, any direct hits on the
Quorna would call for extremely accurate bombing.
In what was undoubtedly an anticlimax to the
exercise, the steamer was hit on the bombers'
second run and sank within six minutes – before
the short-range planes had even left Mallala!
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