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To: 

 

Hon. David Speirs MP 

Minister for Environment and Water 

 

 

 

 

Dear Minister 

 

In accordance with the requirements of section 38 of the Natural Resources 
Management Act 2004, I now present to you the Annual Report of the Adelaide and 
Mount Lofty Ranges Natural Resources Management Board for the year ended 
30 June 2020. 

 

 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

David Greenhough 

BOARD MEMBER 

Adelaide and Mount Lofty Ranges Natural Resources Management Board 
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From the Board Member 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I am very pleased to present the 2019-20 Annual Report of the Adelaide and Mount Lofty 

Ranges Natural Resources Management Board. 

The report is an annual review of the operations of the board and provides the community 

with a transparent account of both the board’s activities and the expenditure of funding from 

the Natural Resources Management Levy. 

While the board’s work through 2019-20 spanned the full range of its responsibilities under 

the Natural Resources Management Act 2004, highlights of the year included substantial 

support for the communities and landholders affected by the Cudlee Creek bushfire in 

December; significant progress towards the start of Stage 3 of the Breakout Creek 

redevelopment; working towards establishing Adelaide as a National Park City, 

commencement of the Greener Neighbourhoods Grants program and foundational support 

for the establishment of Green Adelaide and the Hills and Fleurieu Landscape Boards. 

Also central to the board’s work in 2019-20 was preparation for the commencement of the 

Landscape South Australia Act 2019 on 1 July 2020. From that date the Natural Resources 

Management Act 2004 was repealed and the Adelaide and Mount Lofty Ranges NRM Board 

ceased operations. 

The regional landscape boards that came into being from that date have been given a strong 

mandate to get ‘back-to-basics’, putting community at the heart of three main pillars: water 

resource management; sustainable agriculture; and control of pest plants and animals. 

These changes saw the Adelaide and Mount Lofty Ranges NRM Board succeeded by the 

Hills and Fleurieu and Northern and Yorke landscape boards, and Green Adelaide. 

After commencing operations in 2006-07, this is the final annual report of the board and 

brings to a close 14 years marked by successes in community engagement (17,000 

landholders participating in workshops and field days); biodiversity protection (57,000 

hectares of native vegetation managed); environmental protection (33,000 tonnes of waste 

removed from waterways) and; water quality (1800 kilometres of watercourse rehabilitated). 

 

 

David Greenhough 

Board Member 

Adelaide and Mount Lofty Ranges Natural Resources Management Board 
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Overview: about the agency 

Our strategic focus 

Our Purpose 
The Adelaide and Mount Lofty Ranges Natural Resources 
Management Board (the Board) was established on 9 December 
2004 under the provisions of the Natural Resources 
Management Act 2004.  The Board undertakes an active role in 
managing natural resources through the preparation and 
implementation of a regional NRM plan which is the principal 
document guiding the management of natural resources in the 
Adelaide and Mount Lofty Ranges (AMLR) Region.  
 
The Board promotes public awareness, understanding and 
opportunities for integrated and sustainable natural resources 
management and provides mechanisms to increase the capacity 
of people to improve their management of natural resources. 
 

The Board acts as the community interface, and has a role of 
encouraging the involvement of informed communities in Natural 
Resources Management. 

Our Vision Our vision for the region is 'a healthy living landscape meeting 
the social, environmental, economic and cultural needs of the 
community, and ensuring the rights and wellbeing of future 
generations'. 

Our 
Objectives  

The objectives of the Board are to help achieve ecologically 
sustainable development in the State by contributing to the 
establishment of an integrated scheme to promote the use and 
management of natural resources in a manner that: 

 recognises and protects the intrinsic values of natural 
resources 

 seeks to protect biological diversity and, insofar as is 
reasonably practicable, to support and encourage the 
restoration or rehabilitation of ecological systems and 
processes that have been lost or degraded 

 provides for the protection and management of catchments 
and the sustainable use of land and water resources and, 
insofar as is reasonably practicable, seeks to enhance and 
restore or rehabilitate land and water resources that have 
been degraded 

 seeks to support sustainable primary and other economic 
production systems with particular reference to the value of 
agriculture and mining activities to the economy of the State 

 provides for the prevention or control of impacts caused by 
pest species of animals and plants that may have an adverse 
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effect on the environment, primary production or the 
community 

 promotes educational initiatives and provides support 
mechanisms to increase the capacity of all people to be 
involved in the management of natural resources. 

 

Our organisational structure 

Section 25 of the NRM Act provides for the appointment of the Board.  

The Board comprises of up to nine members appointed by the Minister for 

Environment and Water.  Each of the appointed members of the Board is a person 

who in the opinion of the Minister meets the requirements of section 25(4) of the 

NRM Act.   

In 2019-20, the Adelaide and Mount Lofty Ranges Board supported 131 volunteer 

groups (more than 5,000 volunteers) who contributed over 200,000 hours of support 

to the Board to conserve, maintain and expand our natural resources. On-ground 

outputs included controlling pest plants, revegetation, installation of fencing, caring 

for wetlands, and much more. 

The Board supports nine community run natural resource centres which helps the 
community to build capacity for positive action towards sustainable natural resource 
management from a grassroots basis. 

 

Sub-committees of the Board 

Barossa Water Allocation Planning Advisory Committee  

Northern Adelaide Water Allocation Planning Advisory Committee 

Central Adelaide Water Allocation Planning Advisory Committee 

Adelaide and Mount Lofty Ranges NRM Audit Finance and Risk Committee 

 

Meetings of the Board: general and special 

Member 
Meetings 
attended 

Comments 

Felicity-ann 
Lewis 

6 Presiding Member (term ended 11 February 2020) 

Alexandra 
(Alexi) Kentish 

6 (term ended 11 February 2020) 

Rachael Siddall 1 (resigned 25 July 2019) 

Alison Cusack 6 (term ended 11 February 2020) 

David 
Greenhough 

11 
Presiding Member (from 11 February 2020 - 30 June 
2020) 

Jeffrey 
Newchurch 

5 Other commitment (term ended 11 February 2020) 
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Changes to the agency  

During 2019-20 as part of the Landscapes reform, there was a minor change to the 
Board’s staffing structure as a result of forming a small Green Adelaide 
establishment team comprising a Director, executive officer and staff who worked to 
support both the agency and the establishment of the future Green Adelaide Board. 
The Green Adelaide Board is to be established under the Landscape South Australia 
Act 2019 (the Act) to deliver initiatives for our urban community to deal with the 
challenges of a changing climate and increase in urban density. As at 12 February 
2020, with the implementation of some elements of the Act, the majority of the board 
was retired and David Greenhough remained as the sole member of the board. 

Our Minister 

The Adelaide and Mount Lofty Ranges NRM Board is a portfolio agency of the 

Minister for Environment and Water, the Hon David Speirs MP. 

Our Executive team  

The Board does not employ staff. Those staff who undertake the work of the Board 
are employed through the Department for Environment and Water in accordance 
with a service level agreement. 
 
The Office of the Commissioner of Public Sector Employment has a data dashboard 
for further information on the breakdown of executive gender, salary and tenure by 
agency. 

 

Legislation administered by the agency 

Natural Resources Management Act 2004 

Landscape South Australia Act 2019 (Transitional Provisions) 

Other related agencies (within the Minister’s area/s of responsibility) 

Department for Environment and Water  

Alinytjara Wilurara Natural Resources Management Board 

Eyre Peninsula Natural Resources Management Board 

Kangaroo Island Natural Resources Management Board 

Northern and Yorke Natural Resources Management Board 

South Australian Arid Lands Natural Resources Management Board 

South Australian Murray-Darling Basin Natural Resources Management Board 

South East Natural Resources Management Board 

Environment Protection Authority 

Green Industries SA 

SA Water  



2019-20 ANNUAL REPORT for the Adelaide and Mount Lofty Ranges Natural Resources Management Board 

 8 | P a g e  

The agency’s performance  

Performance at a glance 

The Board implements a Monitoring, Evaluation, Reporting and Improvement Plan 
(MERI Plan) which is integral to the success of its ten year Strategic Natural 
Resources Management Plan. It ensures outcomes of investment and new 
information are incorporated into the understanding of how natural resource systems 
operate in the region and provides information on indicators of achievement via long 
term targets (regional targets) and short term targets (intermediate targets). 

Intermediate targets are considered annually, and help the board connect project 
outputs to short-term outcomes and progress towards the longer-term regional 
targets. The performance reporting provided here is based on the annual project 
reporting. 

 

Board contribution to whole of Government objectives 

Key objective Board contribution 

Vibrant Biodiversity Support land managers to protect and improve the 
condition of land, water and ecosystems  

Improve the long-term prospects of threatened and 
declining species and communities 

Sustainable Economy Support sustainable production 

Promote healthy soil management 

Resilient Communities Increase the knowledge and capacity of natural 
resources managers 

Support volunteers and community-run natural resource 
centres 

School and community education 
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Board specific objectives and performance 

Board objectives Indicators Performance  

Improve the long-
term prospects of 
threatened and 
declining species 
and communities 

 

Reduce extinction 
risk for threatened 
or declining 
species 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For 2019-20 the threatened species program 
has undertaken works to improve habitat 
quality and/or habitat quantity and/or 
reproductive outputs for two threatened 
ecological communities; five threatened 
animals; and seventeen threatened plants 
This has been achieved through a 
combination of controlling access (5.4 ha); 
site preparation (11.9 ha); weed control; (392 
ha); habitat augmentation (0.7 ha); and 
revegetation (7.4 ha).  

Extensive weed control work was undertaken 
to control threats from broom, bridal creeper 
and blackberry at orchid sites.   

Habitat augmentation increased for the orchid 
Prasophyllum murfetii after previous habitat 
augmentation resulted in an increase in 
flowering plants from 2 to 136 plants. 

·     Hooded Plover end of season volunteer wrap 
up meeting completed with more than 50 
volunteers and project partners in ‘virtual’ 
meeting. Minister Speirs provided a pre-
recorded video of thanks and written letter for 
the volunteers. 

·          

Support land 
managers to 
protect and 
improve the 
condition of land, 
water and 
ecosystems 

Land managed for 
water quality 
improvement 

Existing 
ecosystems 
managed 

Construct new 
ecosystems 

For 2019-20, 410 ha of riparian on-ground 
improvement works was undertaken for 
purposes of water quality improvement. 

Our investment along with partnerships 
across public and private landholders, NGO’s 
and councils achieved 5,722 ha of work (pest 
plant control as one example) within existing 
ecosystems – both terrestrial and coastal - to 
improve their condition. Habitat reconstruction 
of 224 ha was also achieved for the 2019-20 
year. 

In 2019-20 the board invested $1.1 million 
(leveraging a further $13.8 million) into water 
sustainability and green infrastructure 
projects to green and cool our suburbs and 
improve water quality flowing into Gulf St 
Vincent. In addition, in-stream trash racks and 
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Board objectives Indicators Performance  

other facilities removed over 2,920 tonnes of 
debris and sediment from our waterways. 

Support 
sustainable primary 
production 

Partner with 
primary 
production groups 
on innovative 
sustainable 
projects 

During its final year, the Board partnered with 
a broad range of primary production 
associations to deliver 12 projects to improve 
the management, productive capacity and 
knowledge of soil, water and biodiversity. 
They included SA No-Till Farmers 
Association, McLaren Vale Biodiversity 
Project, Fleurieu Beef Group, Wine Grape 
Council SA, Mid North Young Guns, Soil 
Science Australia, AUSVEG, Mallala 
Agricultural Bureau, HorseSA, Barossa 
Improved Grazing Group, and the Adelaide 
Hills Wine Region. 

Promote healthy 
soil management 

Knowledge and 
capacity on soil 
health increased 

In 2019-20 a range of interventions to inform, 
educate and increase the capacity of 
landholders to continue to improve and 
regenerate the condition of soil resources and 
increase production were delivered. These 
included the distribution of newsletters, 
hosting on-site training sessions, supporting 
demonstration sites, the production of 
educational videos, supporting conferences 
and undertaking soil surveys and field trials. 

Support volunteers 
and community-run 
natural resource 
centres 

 

Natural resource 
centres in their 
operation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Support to 
volunteer groups 

 

$693,830 in grant funding has been provided 
to nine community-run natural resource 
centres.   

These centres provide a hub for the 
community, including volunteers, 
disseminating information, providing a 
meeting place, and delivering capacity 
building on topics such as species 
identification, waste reduction and upcycling, 
habitat restoration, and water-sensitive 
gardening. A ‘Stories of Significant Change’ 
evaluation project was completed to 
investigate the systemic outcomes, impacts 
and flow-on effects of these centres in their 
communities. It found:  

 131 groups comprising more than 5,000 
active volunteers, providing an estimated 
207,000 volunteer hours at approximately 
$43.64 per hour has a value of more than 
$9 million 
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Board objectives Indicators Performance  

 organised 50 training sessions/workshops 
for 700 participants 

 135 site visits/working bees/meetings, 232 
ha of weed control and revegetated 2,110 
tube stock. 

Increase the 
knowledge and 
capacity of natural 
resources 
managers 

 

Number of work 
plans developed 
with the 
community 

Number of 
grantees 

 

Number of people 
who attended a 
knowledge and 
skills focussed 
event 

 

Proportion of the 
participants of the 
boards capacity 
building programs 
who later show a 
behaviour change  

In 2019-20, across all board capacity building 
focused programs, the following was 
achieved: 

 110 individuals and groups had a property 
work plan developed  

 93 grantees received money for NRM 
action within the region (water 
sustainability, NRM education and NRM 
community grants) 

 245 people attended knowledge, skills 
and capacity building events with defined 
learning outcomes for improved NRM 
management (totalling 356 hours of event 
duration). In addition, Natural Resource 
Centres ran workshops with 1,821 
participants, across 119 events, totalling 
507 hours of event duration 

 78% undertook some activity as a result 
of the course, with 66% undertaking an 
NRM desired activity. 

School and 
community 
education 

Number of 
schools assisted 

Number of 
teachers involved 
in NRM 
professional 
development 

Number of 
education 
resources 
developed 

 
In 2019-20 there were 233 schools assisted 
through 735 events, which included NRM 
Education staff engaging 177 schools through 
392 visits (involving 1,332 staff and 6,719 
students).  

29 skills and training events were carried out, 
engaging with 261 school staff and 77 
students across 89 schools. 

96 new school and online (including virtual) 
resources were created in addition to 9 
existing resources being updated covering 
topics such as climate change, environmental 
leadership and other sustainability topics 
(including waste, water, energy, transport, 
and food production). 

The state-wide Youth Environment Council 
has seen nearly 110 students over 2019-20 
participate in numerous events where they 
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Board objectives Indicators Performance  

had the opportunity to connect with a network 
of like-minded students driving environmental 
projects in their community.  

The Climate Ready Schools Program (in 
partnership with Onkaparinga, Marion and 
Salisbury councils) has integrated climate 
change into the school curriculum of 17 
schools to provide learning opportunities for 
students, professional development for 
teachers, and a clear course of action that 
schools can take in adapting to the effects of 
climate change.  
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Corporate performance summary 

Corporate performance reporting is the responsibility of the Department for 

Environment and Water as those services are provided to the Boards by the 

Department for Environment and Water in accordance with a service level 

agreement under Ministerial direction (dated 16 April 2012). 

Employment opportunity programs 

The Board does not employ staff. Those staff who undertake the work of the Board 
are employed through the Department for Environment and Water in accordance 
with a service level agreement under Ministerial direction (dated 16 April 2012). 

 

Agency performance management and development systems 

The Board does not employ staff. Those staff who undertake the work of the Board 
are employed, performance managed and developed through the Department for 
Environment and Water in accordance with a service level agreement under 
ministerial direction (dated 16 April 2012). 

 

Work health, safety and return to work programs  

The Board does not employ staff. Those staff who undertake the work of the Board 
are subject to the work health and safety systems and return to work programs as 
administered through the Department for Environment and Water in accordance with 
a service level agreement under ministerial direction (dated 16 April 2012). 

 

Workplace injury claims 2019-20 2018-19 % Change 
(+ / -) 

Total new workplace injury claims 0 0 0 

Fatalities 0 0 0 

Seriously injured workers* 0 0 0 

Significant injuries (where lost time exceeds a 
working week, expressed as frequency rate 
per 1,000 FTE) 

0 0 0 

 

* number of claimants assessed during the reporting period as having a whole person impairment of 30% or more 

under the Return to Work Act 2014 (Part 2 Division 5) 

 



2019-20 ANNUAL REPORT for the Adelaide and Mount Lofty Ranges Natural Resources Management Board 

 14 | P a g e  

Work health and safety regulations 2019-20 2018-19 % 
Change 

(+ / -) 

Number of notifiable incidents (Work Health 
and Safety Act 2012, Part 3) 

0 0 0 

Number of provisional improvement, 
improvement and prohibition notices (Work 
Health and Safety Act 2012 Sections 90, 191 
and 195) 

0 0 0 

 

Return to work costs** 2019-20 2018-19 % 
Change 

(+ / -) 

Total gross workers compensation 
expenditure ($) 

0 0 0 

Income support payments – gross ($) 0 0 0 

 

** before third party recovery 

 
Executive employment in the agency 

The Board does not employ staff. Those staff who undertake the work of the Board 

are employed through the Department for Environment and Water in accordance 

with a service level agreement.  

 

Data for previous years is available at: Adelaide and Mount Lofty Ranges NRM 
Board Annual Report Data - Dataset - data.sa.gov.au 

 

The Office of the Commissioner for Public Sector Employment has a workforce 
information page that provides further information on the breakdown of executive 
gender, salary and tenure by agency. 

  

https://data.sa.gov.au/data/dataset/adelaide-and-mount-lofty-ranges-nrm-board-annual-report-data
https://data.sa.gov.au/data/dataset/adelaide-and-mount-lofty-ranges-nrm-board-annual-report-data
https://publicsector.sa.gov.au/
https://publicsector.sa.gov.au/about/office-for-the-public-sector/workforce-information/
https://publicsector.sa.gov.au/about/office-for-the-public-sector/workforce-information/
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Financial performance 

Financial performance at a glance 

The following is a brief summary of the overall financial position of the agency. The 
information is unaudited. Full audited financial statements for 2019-20 are attached 
to this report. 

The board’s funding comes from the NRM land and NRM water levies, State 
Government, Local Government, Australian Government, public industry and 
community grants. 

The board received total income of $36,492,000 and expended $34,044,000 with a 
net result of $2,448,000 this financial year.  

 

Statement of 
Comprehensive Income 

2019-20 
Actual 
$000s 

2018-19 
Actual 
$000s 

Variation 
$000s 
 

Expenses 34 044 33 783       261 

Revenues 35 903 34 857    1 046 

Net cost of providing 
services 

  1 859   1 074       785 

Net Revenue from SA 
Government 

     589        90      499 

Net result   2 448   1 164    1 284 

Total Comprehensive Result   2 448   1 164      1 284 

 

Statement of  
Financial Position 

2019-20 
Actual 
$000s 

2018-19 
Actual 
$000s 

Variation 
$000s 
 

Current assets 14 397 12 658    1 739 

Non-current assets   6 114   6 277      (163) 

Total assets 20 511 18 935    1 576 

Current liabilities   1 652   2 524      (872) 

Non-current liabilities          0          0           0 

Total liabilities   1 652   2 524      (872) 

Net assets 18 859 16 411    2 448 

Equity 18 859 16 411    2 448 

 

Consultants disclosure 

The following is a summary of external consultants that have been engaged by the 
agency, the nature of work undertaken, and the actual payments made for the work 
undertaken during the financial year. 
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Consultancies with a contract value below $10,000 each 

Consultancies  Purpose  $ Actual payment 

Farmscape Consulting: 
Landcare & Land 
Management Services 

Assessment of failed dam 
spillway and write-up of 
report for amelioration. 

$450 

 
Consultancies with a contract value above $10,000 each  

None. 

 
Data for previous years is available at: Adelaide and Mount Lofty Ranges NRM 
Board Annual Report Data - Dataset - data.sa.gov.au 

See also the Consolidated Financial Report of the Department of Treasury and 
Finance for total value of consultancy contracts across the South Australian Public 
Sector.  

 

Contractors disclosure  

The following is a summary of external contractors that have been engaged by the 
agency, the nature of work undertaken, and the actual payments made for work 
undertaken during the financial year. 

 

Contractors with a contract value below $10,000  

None. 

 

Contractors with a contract value above $10,000 each  

Contractors Purpose  $ Actual payment 

Hays Specialist 
Recruitment (Australia) 
Pty Ltd. 

Temporary staff required 
to complete various tasks 
of the Board on a short-
term basis.   

$129,921 

KPP Ventures Pty Ltd T/A 
Careerlink People 
Solutions 

Temporary staff required 
to complete various tasks 
of the Board on a short-
term basis.   

$40,025 

The details of South Australian Government-awarded contracts for goods, services, 
and works are displayed on the SA Tenders and Contracts website. View the agency 
list of contracts. 

The website also provides details of across government contracts. 

https://data.sa.gov.au/data/dataset/adelaide-and-mount-lofty-ranges-nrm-board-annual-report-data
https://data.sa.gov.au/data/dataset/adelaide-and-mount-lofty-ranges-nrm-board-annual-report-data
http://treasury.sa.gov.au/
http://treasury.sa.gov.au/
https://www.tenders.sa.gov.au/contract/buyerIndex
https://www.tenders.sa.gov.au/contract/buyerIndex
https://www.tenders.sa.gov.au/contract/search?preset=organisationWide
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Other financial information    

Under Section 42(5) of the NRM Act, financial assistance can be made to third 
parties such as community groups, industry, state and local government, land 
owners and individuals for various projects and programs under the Regional NRM 
Plan. During 2019-20, the Board provided $9,289,000 in grants and other financial 
assistance to the following:  

 Land Owners - $1,130,879 

 Volunteer Groups and NGOs - $2,930,476 

 Industry Groups - $93,460 

 Schools and Universities - $354,007 

 Aboriginal Nations - $108,691 

 Local Government - $1,791,857 

 Department for Environment and Water - $2,858,860 

 Other SA Government Agencies - $21,030 

 

Some examples of financial assistance include: 

 

Volunteer Support 

Supports 131 volunteer groups (more than 5000 volunteers) across the AMLR region 
with:  

 Support for weed control for habitat protection and enhancement of remnant 
vegetation. This includes supplying tools and equipment to volunteers, herbicide 
supply and the provision of contractor services to control over 230 ha of pest 
plants (e.g. weed spraying). 

 Support for revegetation, rehabilitation and buffering of remnant vegetation for 
habitat. Investment includes supplying tubestock (over 2,000 tubestock, soil and 
seed to volunteers for propagation, repairs to fencing, tree guards and stakes.  

 Coordination and delivery of 50 training sessions comprising 700 participants to 
increase volunteer skills, knowledge and capacity to enable them to undertake 
activities safely and more effectively. 

 Organisation of the annual volunteer celebration event to recognise volunteer 
efforts and increase retention. More than 100 volunteers attended this event 
across the region, representing 40 groups. This also included the recognition of 
key milestones for groups and individuals. 

 Coordination of community planting events across the region with investment in 
the hire of facilities and provision of supplies and equipment. 

 Delivery of an e-newsletter, about volunteering activities and people in the 
region, with a subscription list of more than 1,500 members. 
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 An additional 93 groups were provided with insurance cover under the 
department’s independent community group’s insurance scheme. 

 Funding to enable external partners to deliver programs to undertake NRM 
works in cooperation with volunteers, for example, Trees for Life’s, Bush for Life 
program. 

 

Cudlee Creek Bushfire Recovery Grants 

The Cudlee Creek fire started on 20 December 2019 and burnt through 

approximately 25,000 hectares. PIRSA and DIS were quick to establish grants 

programs for commercial farmers and small business. Geographical Information 

System analysis conservatively indicated that there approximately 450 properties in 

the fire scar area that would not qualify for these grants due not being of a 

commercially viable size.  

Many of these landholders could be termed hobby farmers or lifestyle landholders 

who predominantly make the bulk of their income off-farm with many managing their 

properties for biodiversity values. 

The Board with support from the Department for Environment and Water and the 

South Australian Murray Darling Basin Board were able to provide Landscape 

Recovery Grants (non-recourse grant) to a value of up to $5,000 (+GST) per 

landholder. Each grant could be put towards a sustainable agriculture or biodiversity 

activity such as pasture renovation, internal fencing for land classes, fencing of 

watercourses to exclude stock, replacement of shelterbelts, revegetation. 

269 landholders were successful in obtaining a grant totalling $1,223,686, with funds 

from the NRM land levy. All grant funded activities are to be completed by 31 May 

2021 with grants recipients required provide a simple report on their activities by 15 

June 2021. 

 

NRM Action Grants 

 Funded 19 projects across the region including site restoration, a sustainable 
living Christmas market, permaculture workshops, upskilling volunteers, 
repairing and replacing nest boxes and creating new interpretive signage. 

 Funded 61 NRM ‘School Environment Grants’ with a diversity of projects 
supported, including: butterfly and bush tucker gardens, creating frog habitats, 
undertaking a wetland upgrade, as well as a languages and environmental 
investigations book. 

 

Supporting Sustainable Primary Production 

 Incorporated agricultural and horticultural groups were awarded grants based on 
their capacity to demonstrate the best value for money and delivery of 
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production and environmental benefits, leading to the adoption of best practice 
within their respective industry.  Example projects include:  

o The Board’s partnership with AUSVEG, the peak industry body for the 
Australian vegetable and potato industries delivered the “Soils in 
Action” project in 2019-20, which concluded on the Northern Adelaide 
Plains with a Soil Masterclass workshop that attracted 35 people in 
June.  As part of the project, a demonstration trial was set up with a 
greenhouse grower and one field grower to demonstrate the benefits of 
compost use across annual vegetable production systems. 

The trials were to act as a learning tool to promote greater uptake of 
the use of organic soil amendments, reducing inputs of mineral 
fertilisers and encourage the use of soil, plant and water testing as well 
as nutrient budgeting. The aim was to limit overuse and waste of farm 
inputs and associated off site effects e.g. via nutrient leaching, run-off. 

o “Ongoing Soil Moisture Monitoring and Communication Activities in 
Barossa Grazing Systems” with the Barossa Improved Grazing Group 
delivered 3 case studies discussing producer's use of weather station 
data in decision making and a survey to determine the use and 
application of BIGG’s weather station data by members. A new 
telemetry station was also installed at Moculta in a native pasture 
paddock to provide comparable data for improved pasture paddocks as 
well as extend the network coverage. 

o The Adelaide Hills Wine Region “Biodiversity and Land Improvement 
Engagement Project: Protect, Regenerate, Grow, Communicate” 
produced a series of extension and engagement tools, including videos 
encourage uptake of further biodiversity-enhancing activities which will 
have appeal beyond the wine region, and reach both consumers and 
the broader Australian wine industry. 

 

Department for Environment and Water 

 Adelaide Living Beaches Strategy, funded through direction by the Minister for 
Sustainability, Environment and Conservation for the period of 1 July 2011 to 
30 June 2032.   

 The Patawalonga Lakes System, located a Glenelg North, is a suite of assets 
owned and operated by the Department for Environment and Water, with the 
primary purposes of seawater circulation and stormwater diversion. Through a 
direction issued by the Minister for Sustainability, Environment and Conservation, 
and effective from 1 July 2015, the Board provided funding assistance for the 
operations and maintenance of the system. In 2019-20 this was $1,049,000. 

 

Statement of fact for significant ministerial directives  

In accordance with s10(5) of the Natural Resources Management Act 2004 (NRM 

Act), the Board advises that no Ministerial directives were received during this 

reporting period, however, previously issued Ministerial directives remain in effect. 
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Statement of fact for significant functions assigned by the Minister  

The Minister did not assign to the Board any significant functions in accordance with 

section 29 of the NRM Act.  

Statement of fact for functions or powers delegated to the Board  

The Minister did not assign to the Board any significant additional functions or 

powers under the NRM Act or any other act in accordance with regulation 9e of the 

NRM (General) Regulations 2005. 

Statement of fact for functions or powers delegated by the Board  

The Board operates pursuant to the provisions in, and functions and powers 

delegated under the NRM Act. The Board has delegated appropriate procurement, 

finance and contracting powers to relevant members of DEW staff assigned to 

work on Board programs in accordance with regulation 9d of the NRM (General) 

Regulations 2005 and s36 of the NRM Act. This enables assigned staff to 

undertake operational Board business. 
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Risk management 

Risk and audit at a glance 

Fraud detected in the agency 

Category/nature of fraud Number of 
instances 

There were no instances of fraud detected in the activities 
undertaken by the Board in this reporting period 

0 

 

Note: Fraud reported includes actual and reasonably suspected incidents of fraud.  

Strategies implemented to control and prevent fraud 

Financial services are provided to the Board by the Department for Environment and 

Water (DEW).  Strategies to detect instances of fraud are reported in the DEW 

Annual Report 2019-20. 

 

Public interest information disclosure Number of instances 

Number of occasions on which public interest information 
has been disclosed to a responsible officer of the agency 
under the Public Interest Disclosure Act 2018. 

0 

 

Note:  Disclosure of public interest information was previously reported under the Whistleblowers 

Protection Act 1993 and repealed by the Public Interest Disclosure Act 2018 on 1/7/2019. 
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Reporting required under any other Act or Regulation 

Act or Regulation Requirement 

Development Regulations 2008 

 

12—Activities that would otherwise 
require a permit under the Natural 
Resources Management Act 2004 

(1)  Development comprising or including 
an activity for which a permit would be 
required under section 127(3)(d) or 
(5)(a) of the Natural Resources 
Management Act 2004 if it were not for 
the operation of section 129(1)(e) of 
that Act (on the basis that the referral 
required by virtue of this item operates 
in conjunction with section 129(1)(e) of 
that Act), other than development 
within a River Murray Protection Area 
under the River Murray Act 2003. 

 

The Board received one mandatory development assessment referral during this 

reporting period.  

Reporting required under the Carers’ Recognition Act 2005 

The Adelaide and Mount Lofty Ranges Natural Resources Management Board is not 
a required ‘reporting agency’, and all staff who undertake the work of the Board, are 
employed through a service level agreement with the Department for Environment 
and Water (DEW). 

DEW has a strong commitment and provides support to ensure all employees who 
provide ongoing care for a person who has a disability or a chronic illness (including 
mental illness) or who is frail, has flexible working arrangements to meet their 
situation.  

Employees are encouraged to speak with their manager to seek support with flexible 
working arrangements including special leave with pay, compressed weeks, part-
time hours or working from home. Employees can also seek support and guidance 
through the Health and Wellbeing Program, which incorporates the Employee 
Assistance Program.  

Public complaints  

Number of public complaints reported 

Any complaints specifically related to NRM Boards are documented in the 

Department for Environment and Water Annual Report.   

http://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/index.aspx?action=legref&type=act&legtitle=Natural%20Resources%20Management%20Act%202004
http://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/index.aspx?action=legref&type=act&legtitle=Natural%20Resources%20Management%20Act%202004
http://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/index.aspx?action=legref&type=act&legtitle=River%20Murray%20Act%202003
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Appendix: Audited financial statements 2019-20  
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To the Presiding Member 
Adelaide and Mount Lofty Ranges Natural Resources Management Board 
 
 
Opinion 

I have audited the financial report of the Adelaide and Mount Lofty Ranges Natural 
Resources Management Board (the Board) for the financial year ended 30 June 2020. 
 
In my opinion, the accompanying financial report gives a true and fair view of the financial 
position of the Adelaide and Mount Lofty Ranges Natural Resources Management Board as at 
30 June 2020, its financial performance and its cash flows for the year then ended in 
accordance with relevant Treasurer’s Instructions issued under the provisions of the Public 
Finance and Audit Act 1987 and Australian Accounting Standards. 
 
The financial report comprises: 

• a Statement of Comprehensive Income for the year ended 30 June 2020 
• a Statement of Financial Position as at 30 June 2020 
• a Statement of Changes in Equity for the year ended 30 June 2020 
• a Statement of Cash Flows for the year ended 30 June 2020 
• notes, comprising significant accounting policies and other explanatory information 
• a Certificate from the Presiding Member and the Chief Financial Officer of the 

Department for Environment and Water. 
 
Basis for opinion 

I conducted the audit in accordance with the Public Finance and Audit Act 1987 and 
Australian Auditing Standards. My responsibilities under those standards are further 
described in the ‘Auditor’s responsibilities for the audit of the financial report’ section of my 
report. I am independent of the Adelaide and Mount Loft Ranges Natural Resources 
Management Board. The Public Finance and Audit Act 1987 establishes the independence of 
the Auditor-General. In conducting the audit, the relevant ethical requirements of APES 110 
Code of Ethics for Professional Accountants (including Independence Standards) have been 
met.  



 

 

I believe that the audit evidence I have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a 
basis for my opinion. 
 
Responsibilities of the Board for the financial report 

The Board is responsible for the preparation of the financial report that gives a true and fair 
view in accordance with relevant Treasurer’s Instructions issued under the provisions of the 
Public Finance and Audit Act 1987 and Australian Accounting Standards, and for such 
internal control as deemed necessary to enable the preparation of the financial report that 
gives a true and fair view and that is free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or 
error.  
 
Auditor’s responsibilities for the audit of the financial report 

As required by section 31(1)(b) of the Public Finance and Audit Act 1987 and section 37(2) 
of the Natural Resources Management Act 2004 (repealed 1 July 2020), I have audited the 
financial report of the Adelaide and Mount Lofty Ranges Natural Resources Management 
Board for the financial year ended 30 June 2020. 
 
My objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial report as a 
whole is free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an 
auditor’s report that includes my opinion. Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance, 
but is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in accordance with Australian Auditing 
Standards will always detect a material misstatement when it exists. Misstatements can arise 
from fraud or error and are considered material if, individually or in the aggregate, they could 
reasonably be expected to influence the economic decisions of users taken on the basis of this 
financial report.  
 
As part of an audit in accordance with Australian Auditing Standards, I exercise professional 
judgement and maintain professional scepticism throughout the audit. I also: 

• identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the financial report, whether 
due to fraud or error, design and perform audit procedures responsive to those risks, and 
obtain audit evidence that is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for my 
opinion. The risk of not detecting a material misstatement resulting from fraud is higher 
than for one resulting from error, as fraud may involve collusion, forgery, intentional 
omissions, misrepresentations, or the override of internal control 

• obtain an understanding of internal control relevant to the audit in order to design audit 
procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of 
expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the Adelaide and Mount Lofty Ranges 
Natural Resources Management Board’s internal control 

• evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of 
accounting estimates and related disclosures made by the Board 

• evaluate the overall presentation, structure and content of the financial report, including 
the disclosures, and whether the financial report represents the underlying transactions 
and events in a manner that achieves fair presentation.   



 

 

My report refers only to the financial report described above and does not provide assurance 
over the integrity of electronic publication by the entity on any website nor does it provide an 
opinion on other information which may have been hyperlinked to/from the report. 
 
I communicate with the Board about, among other matters, the planned scope and timing of 
the audit and significant audit findings, including any significant deficiencies in internal 
control that I identify during the audit. 
 
 
 
 
Andrew Richardson 
Auditor-General 
27 November 2020 
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Statement of Comprehensive Income 

We certify that the attached general purpose financial statements for the Adelaide and Mount Lofty Ranges Natural 

Resources Management Board: 

• comply with relevant Treasurer's Instructions issued under section 41 of the Public Finance and Audit Act 1987, and

relevant Australian Accounting Standards

• are in accordance with the accounts and records of the Adelaide and Mount Lofty Ranges Natural Resources

Management Board

• present a true and fair view of the financial position of the Adelaide and Mount Lofty Ranges Natural Resources

Management Board as at 30 June 2020 and the results of its operations and cash flows for the financial year.

We certify that the internal controls employed by the Adelaide and Mount Lofty Ranges Natural Resources Management 

Board for the financial year over its financial reporting and its preparation of the general purpose financial statements 

have been effective throughout the reporting period. 

D Greenhough 

Presiding Member 
27 November 2020

S O’Brien 

Chief Financial Officer 

Department for Environment and Water 
27 November 2020
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Statement of Comprehensive Income 

    2020 2019 

  Note $'000 $'000 

Income       

Regional NRM and water levies 2.1 33 527 32 671 

Commonwealth funding 2.2 1 933 1 489 

Grants  2.3  696  179 

Interest 2.4  54  138 

Other income 2.5  282  470 

Total Income   36 492 34 947 

        

Expenses       

Board and committee  3.2  53  61 

Supplies and services 4.1 24 038 24 070 

Grants and subsidies 4.2 9 289 9 078 

Depreciation and amortisation 4.3  421  423 

Other expenses 4.4  243  151 

Total expenses   34 044 33 783 

        

Net result   2 448 1 164 

        

Total comprehensive result   2 448 1 164 

        

The accompanying notes form part of these financial statements. The net result and total comprehensive result 

are attributable to the SA Government as owner. 
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Statement of Financial Position 

    2020 2019 

  Note $'000 $'000 

Current assets       

Cash and cash equivalents 6.1 13 191 11 331 

Receivables 6.2 1 206 1 327 

Total current assets   14 397 12 658 

        

Non-current assets       

Property, plant and equipment 5.1 6 114 6 277 

Total non-current assets   6 114 6 277 

        

Total assets   20 511 18 935 

        

Current liabilities       

Payables 7.1 1 652 2 524 

Total current liabilities   1 652 2 524 

        

Total liabilities   1 652 2 524 

        

Net assets   18 859 16 411 

        

Equity       

Retained earnings   14 011 11 440 

Asset revaluation surplus   4 848 4 971 

Total equity   18 859 16 411 

        

        

The accompanying notes form part of these financial statements. The total equity is attributable to the SA 

Government as owner.   
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Statement of Changes in Equity 

    

Asset 

revaluation 

surplus 

Retained 

earnings Total equity 

    $'000 $'000 $'000 

          

Balance at 1 July 2018   4 971 10 276 15 247 

          

Net result for 2018-19   - 1 164 1 164 

Total comprehensive result for 2018-19   - 1 164 1 164 

Balance at 30 June 2019   4 971 11 440 16 411 

          

Net result for 2019-20   - 2 448 2 448 

Total comprehensive result for 2019-20   - 2 448 2 448 

          

Transfer between equity components   (123)  123 - 

          

Balance at 30 June 2020   4 848 14 011 18 859 

          

The accompanying notes form part of these financial statements.  All changes in equity are attributable to the 

SA Government as owner. 
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Statement of Cash Flows 

    2020 2019 

    Inflows Inflows 

    (Outflows) (Outflows) 

Cash flows from operating activities Note $'000 $'000 

Cash inflows       

NRM levies and other revenue received   34 925 32 835 

Commonwealth funding received   1 617  772 

Interest received    66  136 

Cash generated from operating activities   36 608 33 743 

        

Cash outflows       

Payments for supplies and services   (24 811) (23 181) 

Payments of grants and subsidies   (9 390) (9 078) 

Payments to board, group and committee members   (53) (61) 

Other payments   (50) (8) 

Cash used in operating activities   (34 304) (32 328) 

Net cash provided by / (used in) operating activities   2 304  1 415 

        

Cash flows from investing activities       

Cash outflows       

Purchase of property, plant and equipment   (444) (69) 

Cash used in investing activities   (444) (69) 

Net cash used in investing activities   (444) (69) 

        

Net increase / (decrease) in cash and cash equivalents   1 860 1 346 

        

Cash and cash equivalents at the beginning of the reporting period   11 331 9 985 

        

Cash and cash equivalents at the end of the reporting period 6.1 13 191 11 331 

        

The accompanying notes form part of these financial statements.       
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1 About the Adelaide and Mount Lofty Ranges Natural Resources Management Board 

The Adelaide and Mount Lofty Ranges Natural Resources Management Board (the Board) was established pursuant to 

section 23(1) of the Natural Resources Management Act 2004 (the NRM Act). The Board is a body corporate. 

The Board operates under a Natural Resources Management Plan (NRM Plan) which was approved by the Minister for 

Environment and Water (the Minister) on 2 December 2013, for implementation on 1 July 2014. Following the adoption of 

the Plan, and as required by the NRM Act, the Plan was referred to the Natural Resources Committee of Parliament. The 

NRM Plan contains a three-year Business and Operational Plan which identifies key drivers, investment priorities and 

targets as detailed in note 1.2. The Business and Operational Plan relevant to the 2019-20 financial year was adopted by 

the Minister on 27 March 2019. 

The Board's financial statements include the use of income, expenses, assets and liabilities controlled or incurred by the 

Board in its own right. 

On 1 July 2020, the NRM Act was repealed and the Board was abolished. By notice in the Government Gazette on 25 

June 2020, the property, assets, rights and liabilities of the Board, with effect from 1 July 2020, are vested or attached in 

accordance with the following: 

(a) any property, assets, rights or liabilities that fall within the functions and responsibilities of the Hills and Fleurieu 

Landscape Board are vested in or attached to the Hills and Fleurieu Landscape Board; 

(b) any property, assets, rights and liabilities that fall within the functions and responsibilities of the Northern and 

Yorke Landscape Board are vested in or attached to the Northern and Yorke Landscape Board; 

(c) any other property, assets, rights or liabilities that do not fall within the ambit of paragraph (a) or (b) are vested 

in or attached to the Green Adelaide Board.  

Direction by the Minister 

On 16 April 2012, the Minister for Environment and Water, pursuant to sub-section 24(3) of the NRM Act, directed the 

Board to: 

• use the Department for Environment and Water (DEW) to provide the Board's business support and NRM services 

to the region 

• enter into an agreement for these services 

• fund the services and projects set out in the agreement. 

 

In accordance with notice published in the Government Gazette on 21 June 2012, all Board staff were transferred from 

employment under the NRM Act to the Public Sector Act 2009. This was effective from 1 July 2012 at which date staff 

were brought into the administrative unit of DEW. As a consequence: 

• DEW assumed responsibility for the staff previously employed under the NRM Act by the Board  

• All staff are now employed by the Chief Executive, DEW under the Public Sector Act 2009 

• DEW is responsible for the management, supervision, liability, Work Health and Safety and human resources 

management of the staff that will undertake services under the SLA 

• Staff undertaking services on behalf of the Board will be assigned to the Board under the NRM Act 

• The payment for staff salaries will be recharged to the Board under a Fee for Service Arrangement.  

The Board entered into a Service Level Agreement (SLA) during 2019-20 which includes the delivery of support services 

to the Board to ensure it is able to meet its statutory requirements under the NRM Act and an annual work plan for the 

delivery of the Board's Business Plan. This agreement details the services, projects and funds to deliver the annual work 

plan. This SLA is reviewed and updated on an annual basis.  
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 Basis of preparation 

The financial statements are general purpose financial statements prepared in compliance with: 

• section 23 of the Public Finance and Audit Act 1987 

•  Treasurer’s Instructions and Accounting Policy Statements issued by the Treasurer under the Public Finance and 

Audit Act 1987 

• relevant Australian Accounting Standards with reduced disclosure requirements. 

For the 2019-20 financial statements the Board adopted AASB 15 – Revenue from Contracts with Customers, AASB 16 

– Leases and AASB 1058 – Income of Not-for-Profit Entities. Further information is provided in note 8. 

The financial statements are prepared based on a 12 month reporting period and presented in Australian currency. The 

historical cost convention is used unless a different measurement basis is specifically disclosed in the note associated 

with the item measured. 

DEW prepares a Business Activity Statement on behalf of the Board under the grouping provisions of the Goods and 

Services Tax (GST) legislation. Under these provisions, DEW is liable for the payments and entitled to the receipts 

associated with GST. Therefore the Board's net GST receivable/payable is recorded in DEW's Statement of Financial 

Position. GST cash flows applicable to the Board are recorded in DEW's Statement of Cash Flows. 

Assets and liabilities that are to be sold, consumed or realised as part of the normal operating cycle have been classified 

as current assets or current liabilities. All other assets and liabilities are classified as non-current. 

 

 Objectives and programs 

The Board serves the Government and the people of South Australia by achieving excellence in the provision of Natural 

Resources Management. 

Board objectives 

The objectives of the Board as defined in the NRM Act are: 

• to undertake an active role with respect to the management of natural resources within its region 

• to prepare a regional NRM plan in accordance with the NRM Act, to implement the plan and to keep the plan under 

review to ensure the objects of the NRM Act are being achieved 

• to promote public awareness and understanding of the importance of integrated and sustainable natural resources 

management within its region, to undertake or support educational activities with respect to natural resources 

management, and to provide mechanisms to increase the capacity of people to implement programs or to take 

other steps to improve the management of natural resources 

•  any other functions assigned to the Board by the Minister by or under this or any other Act. 
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1.2. Objectives and programs (continued) 

Board programs 

The Board's work program is based on the required action for the region, as outlined in the Board’s Strategic Plan. In line 

with the Board’s Strategic Plan, strategic actions to be undertaken by the Board are presented under the key drivers of 

change for the region, identified as: 

 

• land management and change, for example: land management; water management (including stormwater and 

integrated urban water management and water resources planning); pest plant and animal management; threatened 

and declining species and communities management; and coast and marine management 

• climate change, for example: ecosystem, urban and primary production adaptation 

• economic impacts, for example: support sustainable primary production 

• knowledge and capacity (community capacity), for example: support volunteers, community-run natural resource 

centres and sustainability centres; increase knowledge and capacity of natural resources managers; school and 

community education; and promote healthy soil management 

• planning and improvement, for example: regional and subregional planning; and monitoring, evaluation, reporting 

and improvement.  

 

The table on the following page presents expenses and income attributable to each program. 
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1.2. Objectives and programs (continued) 

Expenses and income by program 

 

  

Land Management 

and Change Climate Change Economic Impacts 

  2020 2019 2020 2019 2020 2019 

  $'000 $'000 $'000 $'000 $'000 $'000 

              

Income             

Regional NRM and water levies 22 319 22 058  379  147  721  641 

Commonwealth funding 1 307 1 225  1  1  3  8 

Grants   525  154  6 -  11 - 

Interest  36  93  1  1  1  3 

Other income  233  444  1  12  3 - 

Total income 24 420 23 974  388  161  739  652 

              

Expenses             

Board and committee   32  39  1  1  2  2 

Supplies and services 16 797 17 152  179  149  565  452 

Grants and subsidies 5 424 5 631  199 -  145  156 

Depreciation and amortisation  259  271  4  4  14  14 

Other expenses  150  96  2  2  8  5 

Total expenses  22 662 23 189  385  156  734  629 

              

Net result 1 758  785  3  5  5  23 

 

  

Knowledge and 

Capacity 

Planning and 

Improvement Total 

  2020 2019 2020 2019 2020 2019 

  $'000 $'000 $'000 $'000 $'000 $'000 

Income             

Regional NRM and Water Levies 7 473 7 255 2 635 2 570 33 527 32 671 

Commonwealth funding  208  222  414  33 1 933 1 489 

Grants   114  25  40 -  696  179 

Interest  12  30  4  11  54  138 

Other income  36  14  9 -  282  470 

Total income 7 843 7 546 3 102 2 614 36 492 34 947 

              

Expenses             

Board and committee   13  13  5  6  53  61 

Supplies and services 4 165 3 951 2 332 2 366 24 038 24 070 

Grants and subsidies 3 250 3 200  271  91 9 289 9 078 

Depreciation and amortisation  102  91  42  43  421  423 

Other expenses  59  33  24  15  243  151 

Total expenses  7 589 7 288 2 674 2 521 34 044 33 783 

              

Net result  254  258  428  93 2 448 1 164 

 
The Board has determined that assets and liabilities cannot be reliably attributed to individual programs. 
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 Impact of COVID-19 pandemic on the Board 

 
The COVID-19 pandemic impacted from March 2020. DEW on behalf of the NRM Board managed the move of a 

significant number of staff to work from home arrangements where feasible. DEW also ensured precautions were taken 

for staff and the public where sites and facilities remained open, adopting best practice advice to ensure personal safety 

at those sites. 

A key impact to the board in 2019-20 was a reduction in capacity to complete various projects in the field. This related to 

projects including securing low flows, integrated water management, monitoring programs, and soils related projects. 

The financial impact of these projects cannot be reliably measured and therefore has not been disclosed. The surplus 

funds were redirected to bushfire recovery within the Boards region. 

 

 Income 

 

 Regional NRM and water levies 

  2020 2019 

  $'000 $'000 

Regional NRM Levy collected through Councils 31 546 30 716 

Water Levies collected through DEW  749  755 

Western Mt Lofty Ranges Water Licence - SA Water 1 232 1 200 

Total Regional NRM and Water Levies       33 527 32 671 

 

Under the NRM Act the Board receives two forms of levies, being the Regional NRM levy and the NRM Water levy. 

Regional NRM Levy collected through Councils 

The Minister declares contributions by councils under section 92 of the NRM Act 2004 for the relevant financial year by 

notice in the Government Gazette. The Regional NRM levy is then collected by constituent councils from ratepayers and 

is based on the value of rateable land.  The Regional NRM levies are recognised as revenue when the Board obtains 

control over these assets comprising these receipts which is the beginning of the levy period to which they relate. 

Councils may also seek to recover any outgoing costs associated with the collection of the levy. 

Water levies collected through DEW 

The water-based levy is collected by DEW from licensed water users. This levy is based on water allocated and water 

used. This income is recorded as revenue when the Board receives the funds from DEW. 

Western Mt Lofty Ranges Water License – SA Water 

Pursuant to section 146 of the NRM Act, a water license was issued to SA Water in June 2013 for the taking of 143 000 

000kl of surface water in the Western Mt Lofty Ranges surface water area. A fixed charge of $1.200 million was applied 

up to 2018-19 and approved by the then Minister for Sustainability, Environment and Conservation, and is payable by the 

license holder to the Board on an annual basis. From 2019-20, the CPI rate has been applied to the fixed amount. This 

income is recognised are revenue when the Board receives the funds. 
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 Commonwealth funding 

  2020 2019 

  $'000 $'000 

Commonwealth funding     

Regional Land Partnerships Program* 1 925 1 489 

Other  8 - 

Total Commonwealth funding  1 933  1 489 

      

  2020 2019 

  $'000 $'000 

*  Regional Land Partnerships Program funding consists of the following 

components     

Back from the Brink 1 216   946  

Core services  404   413  

Healthy Soils Healthy Landscapes  180   130  

RLP Bushfire Recovery  125   - 

Total Regional Land Partnership funding 1 925 1 489 

 

Assets arising from Commonwealth funding in scope of AASB 1058 are recognised at their fair value when an asset is 

received. Commonwealth funding is paid in arrears, subject to an approved declaration of claim. The Board has 

determined that it has an unconditional contractual right to receive a portion of the funding under AASB 9 when a claim is 

submitted, as it has satisfied the eligibility criteria and expects that the claim will be accepted. Accordingly, revenue and a 

receivable are recognised when the claim is submitted. 

 

 Grant revenues 

 

  2020 2019 

  $'000 $'000 

Grant revenues from SA Government     

State Government grants  589  90 

Total grant revenues from SA Government  589  90 

      

Other grant revenues     

Sundry grants  107  89 

Total other grant revenues  107  89 

      

Total grant revenues  696  179 

      

Income from grants without sufficiently specific performance obligations is recognised when the entity obtains control 

over the assets. This is when the cash is received. 
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 Interest 

  2020 2019 

  $'000 $'000 

Interest revenues from entities within the SA Government  54  134 

Interest revenues from Local Councils -  4 

Total interest revenues  54  138 

 

 Other income 

  2020 2019 

  $'000 $'000 

Insurance recoveries -  246 

Provision of services  145  200 

Sale of goods and services  69  12 

Other revenue  47  12 

Total other income  282  470 

 
Other income includes revenue generated through the contracting of animal and plant control services conducted on 

Crown or private land and the sale of goods such as fox baits, flora and fauna. All revenue from the sale of goods and 

services and provision of services is revenue from contracts with customers. This revenue is recognised upon delivery of 

the service to the customer, which is in arrears, therefore no contract liability is recognised.  



Adelaide and Mount Lofty Ranges Natural Resources Management Board 
Notes to and forming part of the financial statements 
for the year ended 30 June 2020 

18 

 

 

 

 Board, committees and employees 

 

 Key management personnel 

Key management personnel of the Board include the Minister, the Presiding Member, the Natural Resources 

Management (NRM) Manager and the other members of the Board who have responsibility for the strategic direction and 

management of the Board.  

The total compensation for the Board’s key management personnel was $180 000 in 2019-20 and $166 000 in 2018-19.  

The compensation disclosed in this note excludes salaries and other benefits the Minister for Environment and Water 

receives. The Minister’s remuneration and allowances are set by the Parliamentary Remuneration Act 1990 and the 

Remuneration Tribunal of SA respectively and are payable from the Consolidated Account (via the Department of 

Treasury and Finance) under section 6 the Parliamentary Remuneration Act 1990. 

No transactions with Key Management Personnel or related parties have occurred during 2019-20. 

Under the transitional provisions of the Landscape South Australia Act 2019, the Minister appointed a sole member to 

the NRM Board in February 2020. At this time, all board members ceased their appointment, with the exception of D L 

Greenhough, who was extended as the sole member of the Board until 30 June 2020. The Water Allocation Plan 

Advisory Committee (WAPAC) and associated committee members ceased in February 2020. The Audit, Finance and 

Risk Committee and associated committee members ceased on 30 June 2020, with the exception of the NRM Board 

members who were also committee members, who ceased in February 2020. 

 

 Board and committee members 

Members during 2020 financial year were: 

The Board 

F A Lewis (Presiding Member, ceased February 2020) 

D L Greenhough (Presiding Member, ceased June 2020) 

A J Cusack (ceased February 2020) 

D L Greenhough (ceased June 2020) 

A E B Kentish (ceased February 2020) 

J T Newchurch (ceased February 2020) 

R L Siddall (resigned July 2019) 

 

 

Committees 

Barossa WAPAC * Central Adelaide WAPAC * 

L P Deans (Chair) (ceased February 2020) D A McCormack (Chair) (ceased February 2020) 

M R Grossman (ceased February 2020)  G A Charlton (ceased February 2020) 

P Henschke (ceased February 2020) G Ingleton (ceased February 2020) 

A Kassebaum (ceased February 2020) B L Linke (ceased February 2020) 

A Moroney (ceased February 2020) M Marini (ceased February 2020) 

N Robins (ceased February 2020) B Williams (ceased February 2020) 

W A Seeliger (ceased February 2020)  
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3.2. Board and committee members (continued) 

  

Northern Adelaide Plains WAPAC * Audit, Finance and Risk Committee 

N Pezzaniti (Chair) (ceased February 2020) J R Goode (ceased June 2020) 

D Cavallaro (ceased February 2020) A E B Kentish (ceased February 2020) 

M Lewis (ceased February 2020) F A Lewis (ceased February 2020) 

N Mecozzi (ceased February 2020) T N Johnston (ceased June 2020)  

P Isiros (ceased February 2020)  

F Nguyen (ceased February 2020)  

  

  

* These members were not remunerated during 2019-20. 

The number of members whose remuneration received or receivable falls within the following bands 

  2020 2019 

$0 - $19 999  26  36 

$20 000 - $39 999  1  1 

Total number of members  27  37 

 

The total remuneration received or receivable by members was $51 000 (2019: $57 000). Remuneration of members 

includes sitting fees, superannuation contributions, salary sacrifice benefits and fringe benefits, and related fringe 

benefits tax.  

For the purposes of this table, travel allowances and other out-of-pocket expenses paid to members have not been 

included as remuneration as it is considered to be reimbursement of direct out-of-pocket expenses incurred by relevant 

members. These expenses, in addition to payroll tax expense amount to $2 000 (2019: $4 000). 
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 Expenses 

 

 Supplies and services 

  2020 2019 

  $'000 $'000 

Fee for service - Board funded DEW salaries 9 379 10 871 

Fee for service – Project delivery  6 201 5 163 

Fee for service - Water planning management to DEW 2 227 2 173 

Fee for service - Corporate services fee to DEW 1 866 1 919 

Fee for service - Patawalonga Lakes to DEW 1 049  981 

Accommodation  880  822 

Minor works, maintenance and equipment  595  314 

Fee for service - Shared Services SA fee  338  329 

Vehicles  289  310 

Reimbursement of NRM levy collection fees  224  221 

Temporary staff  170  1 

General administration  159  242 

Information technology and communication  123  141 

Contracted staff training development  76  120 

Transport  24  31 

Other supplies and services  438  432 

Total supplies and services 24 038 24 070 

 

 Grants and subsidies 

  2020 2019 

  $'000 $'000 

Grants and subsidies paid to entities within the SA Government     

Adelaide Living Beaches 2 859 2 789 

Recurrent grants  92  149 

Total grants and subsidies paid to entities within the SA Government 2 951 2 938 

      

Grants and subsidies paid to entities external to the SA Government     

Local Government 1 792 2 537 

Other entities 4 546 3 603 

Grants and subsidies paid to entities external to the SA Government 6 338 6 140 

      

Total grants and subsidies 9 289 9 078 

The Board provided financial assistance to Local Government, State Government agencies and private bodies during the 

year. Funds are paid by way of grants and all recipients are required to comply with conditions relevant to each grant.  
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 Depreciation and amortisation 

  2020 2019 

  $'000 $'000 

Depreciation     

Infrastructure  415  418 

Buildings  1 - 

Plant and equipment  5  5 

Total depreciation  421  423 

      

Total depreciation and amortisation  421  423 

 

All non-current assets, having a limited useful life, are systematically depreciated/amortised over their useful lives in a 

manner that reflects the consumption of their service potential.  

 

Review of accounting estimates 

Assets' residual values, useful lives and depreciation methods are reviewed and adjusted if appropriate, on an annual 

basis. Changes in the expected useful life or the expected pattern of consumption of future economic benefits embodied 

in the asset are accounted for prospectively by changing the time period or method, as appropriate, which is a change in 

accounting estimate.  

  

Useful life 

Depreciation is calculated on a straight line basis over the estimated useful life of the following classes of assets as 

follows: 

Class of asset Useful life (years) 

Infrastructure 6-50 

Plant and equipment 5-40 

Buildings 8 

 
 Other expenses 

  2020 2019 

  $'000 $'000 

Property, plant and equipment write offs  186 - 

Audit fees paid/payable to the Auditor-General's Department  52  50 

Bad and doubtful debts  5  4 

Donated assets -  97 

Total other expenses  243  151 
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 Non-financial assets 

 

 Property, plant and equipment by asset class 

  2020 2019 

  $'000 $'000 

Infrastructure     

Infrastructure at fair value 9 440 9 706 

Infrastructure at cost (deemed fair value)  362 - 

Accumulated depreciation (3 806) (3 471) 

Total infrastructure 5 996 6 235 

      

Buildings     

Buildings at cost (deemed fair value)  16 - 

Accumulated depreciation (1) - 

Total buildings  15 - 

      

Plant and equipment     

Plant and equipment at cost (deemed fair value)  209  198 

Accumulated depreciation (186) (181) 

Total plant and equipment  23  17 

      

Capital works in progress     

Capital works in progress at cost  80  25 

Total capital works in progress  80  25 

      

Total property, plant and equipment 6 114 6 277 

Property, plant and equipment with a value equal to or in excess of $10 000 is capitalised, otherwise it is expensed.  

Property, plant and equipment is recorded at fair value. Details about the Board’s approach to fair value is set out in note 

10.1. 

Impairment 

There were no indications of impairment of property, plant and equipment as at 30 June 2020. 

 Property, plant and equipment owned by the Board 

Reconciliation 2019-20 

  Infrastructure Buildings 

Plant and 

equipment 

Capital 

works in 

progress Total 

  $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 

Carrying amount at 1 July 2019 6 235 -  17  25 6 277 

Acquisitions -  16  11  417  444 

Assets written off (186) - - - (186) 

Transfers to/(from) capital works in progress  362 - - (362) - 

Depreciation (415) (1) (5) - (421) 

Carrying amount at 30 June 2020 5 996  15  23  80 6 114 
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 Financial assets 

 

 Cash and cash equivalents 

  2020 2019 

  $'000 $'000 

Deposits with the Treasurer 13 187 11 330 

Cash on hand and imprest accounts  4  1 

Total cash and cash equivalents 13 191 11 331 

 

Cash is measured at nominal amounts. 

Deposits at call and with the Treasurer earn a floating interest rate, based on daily bank deposit rates. 

 

 Receivables 

  2020 2019 

  $'000 $'000 

Current     

Receivables from government entities 1 191 1 295 

Receivables from non-government entities  7  13 

Accrued revenues  13  26 

Less allowance for doubtful debts (5) (7) 

Total current receivables 1 206 1 327 

      

Total receivables 1 206 1 327 

 

Receivables arise in the normal course of selling goods and services to other government agencies and to the public. 

Receivables are normally settled within 30 days after the issue of an invoice or the goods/services have been provided 

under a contractual arrangement.  Receivables, prepayments and accrued revenues are non-interest bearing.   

Receivables are held with the objective of collecting the contractual cash flows and they are measured at amortised cost. 

The expected credit loss of government debtors is considered to be nil based on the external credit ratings and nature of 

the counterparties. 
 

Impairment of receivables 

  2020 2019 

  $'000 $'000 

Carrying amount at the beginning of the period   7  7 

Increase/(decrease) in the allowance  5 - 

Write off allowance (7) - 

Carrying amount at the end of the period  5  7 
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 Liabilities 
 

 Payables 

  2020 2019 

  $'000 $'000 

Current     

Trade payables 1 334 2 232 

Accrued expenses  318  292 

Total current payables 1 652 2 524 

      

Total payables 1 652 2 524 

 

Payables and accruals are raised for all amounts owing but unpaid.  Sundry payables are normally settled within 30 days 

from the date the invoice is first received. Under Treasurer’s Instruction 11 – Payment of Creditors Accounts, interest is 

payable on overdue accounts. The carrying amount of payables represents fair value due to their short-term nature. 

 

 Changes in accounting policy 
 

  AASB 16 Leases 

Although the Board has adopted AASB 16 Leases, there are no lease arrangements that meet the definition of AASB 16. 

Most of the Board’s accommodation services are provided by the Department of Planning, Transport and Infrastructure 

(DPTI) under Memoranda of Administrative Arrangement (MoAA) issued in accordance with Government-wide 

accommodation policies and are provided to the Board by way of a Service Level Agreement with DEW. These MoAA do 

not meet the definition of lease set out in AASB 16. 

 

 AASB 15 Revenue from Contracts with Customers  

AASB 15 Revenue from Contracts with Customers establishes a revenue recognition model for revenue arising from 

contracts with customers. It requires that revenue be recognised at an amount that reflects the consideration to which an 

entity expects to be entitled in exchange for transferring goods or services to a customer.  

AASB 15 supersedes AASB 111 Construction contracts, AASB 118 Revenue and related Interpretations and applies to 

all revenue arising from contracts with customers.  

Impact on retained earnings  

The total impact on the Board’s retained earnings as at 1 July 2019 was $ nil. 

 

 AASB 1058 Income of Not-for-Profit Entities 

AASB 1058 Income of Not-for-Profit Entities establishes new income recognition requirements for not-for-profit entities. 

Its requirements apply where the consideration to acquire an asset, including cash, is significantly less than fair value 

principally to the entity to further its objectives. AASB 1058 also contains requirements for the receipt of volunteer 

services. AASB 1058 supersedes income recognition requirements in AASB 1004 Contributions, AASB 118 Revenue 

and AASB 111 Construction Contracts. However, elements of AASB 1004 remain in place, primarily in relation to 

restructures of administrative arrangements and other contributions and distributions by owners. 

Impact on retained earnings 

The total impact on the Board’s retained earnings as at 1 July 2019 was $ nil. 
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 Presentation of Financial Statements 

Treasurer’s Instructions (Accounting Policy Statements) issued on 1 June 2020 removed the previous requirement for 

financial statements to be prepared using the net cost of services format. The net cost of services is the total cost of 

services less any revenue retained by public authorities involved in the provision of services but does not include items 

classified as revenues from and payments to the South Australian Government.  

 

Presentation of the Statement of Comprehensive Income on an ‘income and expense’ basis allows information to be 

presented in such a way that eliminates potential confusion as to the source of funding for the Board. As well as changes 

to the format of the Statement of Comprehensive Income, there are presentational changes to remove the net cost of 

services format from the Statement of Cash Flows. These statements now show income before expenses, and cash 

receipts before cash payments. Related disclosures also reflect this changed format. 

 

 Outlook 

 

 Unrecognised contractual commitments 

Expenditure commitments  

The Board’s expenditure contracted for at the reporting date but not recognised as liabilities are payable as follows:  

  2020 2019 

  $'000 $'000 

No later than one year 7 182 6 726 

Later than one year but not later than five years 16 881 16 913 

Later than five years 24 553 28 257 

Total expenditure commitments 48 616 51 896 

 

Contracts have been entered into for various projects including wetlands, trash racks, flood studies, project officers and 

grants for Adelaide Living Beaches, Patawalonga Lakes, pollution prevention and research and development. The value 

of these projects is not reflected in the Statement of Comprehensive Income and Statement of Financial Position. 

The Board’s expenditure commitments also include administrative arrangements with the DPTI for accommodation 

located at Willunga. 

 

Operating lease commitments 

Commitments in relation to operating leases contracted for at the reporting date but not recognised as liabilities are 

payable as follows: 

  2020 2019 

  $'000 $'000 

Within one year -  7 

Total operating lease commitments -  7 

Representing:     

Non-cancellable operating leases -  7 

Total operating lease commitments -  7 

 

Operating lease commitments is provided for the comparative year only as AASB 16 Leases does not distinguish 

between operating and finance leases for the lessee.  
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 Contingent assets and contingent liabilities 

Contingent assets and contingent liabilities are not recognised in the Statement of Financial Position, but are disclosed 

by way of a note and, if quantifiable, are measured at nominal value. 

The Board is not aware of any contingent assets or liabilities. 

 

 COVID-19 pandemic outlook for the Board 

The COVID-19 pandemic will continue to impact on the forward commitments transferred to the Hills & Fleurieu 

Landscape Board in 2020-21. The key expected impacts are: 

• Delays to works specified in the business plan due to Work, Health and Safety restrictions  

• Postponement of scheduled events such as field days 

• Changes to working arrangements for staff, facilitating working from home.  

 
 Events after the reporting period 

On 1 July 2020, the Natural Resources Management Act 2004 was repealed, and the Adelaide and Mount Lofty Ranges 

Natural Resources Management Board was abolished.  

The Adelaide and Mount Lofty Ranges Natural Resources Management Board has ceased operations, and the 

management of land, water, pest, plants and animals, and biodiversity across the region will be managed by the Hills and 

Fleurieu Landscape Board, the Northern and Yorke Landscape Board and the Green Adelaide Board. 
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 Measurement and risk 

 

 Fair value 

AASB 13 Fair Value Measurement defines fair value as the price that would be received to sell an asset or paid to 

transfer a liability in an orderly transaction between market participants, in the principal or most advantageous market, at 

the measurement date. 

Initial recognition  

Non-current assets are initially recorded at cost or at the value of any liabilities assumed, plus any incidental cost 

involved with the acquisition. 

Where assets are acquired at no value, or minimal value, they are recorded at their fair value in the Statement of 

Financial Position. However, if the assets are acquired at no or nominal value as part of a restructure of administrative 

arrangements, then the assets are recognised at book value (i.e. the amount recorded by the transferor public authority 

immediately prior to the restructure). 

Revaluation 

Property, plant and equipment are subsequently measured at fair value after allowing for accumulated depreciation. 

The revaluation process is reviewed by the Regional Director and audit committee each year. 

Non-current tangible assets are valued at fair value and revaluation of non-current assets or a group of assets is only 

performed when the fair value at the time of acquisition is greater than $1.5 million and estimated useful life is greater 

than three years. 

The Board revalues its infrastructure assets via a Certified Practising Valuer or internal estimates based on indices or 

recent transactions. A valuation appraisal by a Certified Practising Valuer is performed at least every 6 years. The last 

revaluation of assets was performed by Valcorp Australia Pty Ltd on 30 June 2017. 

If at any time management considers that the carrying amount of an asset materially differs from its fair value, then the 

asset will be revalued regardless of when the last valuation took place 

 

 Financial instruments  

Financial risk management 

Risk management is managed by the Board’s corporate services section and Board risk management policies are in 

accordance with the Risk Management Policy Statement issued by the Premier and Treasurer and the principles 

established in the Australian Standard Risk Management Principles and Guidelines. 

The Board’s exposure to financial risk (liquidity risk, credit risk and market risk) is insignificant based on past experience 

and current assessment of risk. 

Categorisation of financial instruments 

Details of the significant accounting policies and methods adopted including the criteria for recognition, the basis of 

measurement, and the basis on which income and expenses are recognised with respect to each class of financial asset, 

financial liability and equity instrument are disclosed in the respective financial asset / financial liability note. 
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10.2. Financial instruments (continued) 

Classification of financial instruments  

The Board measures all financial instruments at amortised cost. 

Category of financial asset and financial liability 

2020 2020 2019 

Carrying 

amount 

Contractual 

Maturities 

Carrying 

amount 

  Within 1 year   

$'000 $'000 $'000 

Financial assets       

Cash and cash equivalents       

Cash and cash equivalents  13 191 n/a 11 331 

Financial assets at amortised cost       

Receivables  1 085 n/a  714 

Total financial assets 14 276 - 12 045 

        

Financial liabilities       

Financial liabilities at amortised cost       

Payables  1 544  1 544 2 427 

Total financial liabilities 1 544 1 544 2 427 

 

The receivable and payable amounts disclosed here exclude amounts relating to statutory receivables and payables (for 

example, Commonwealth, State and Local Government taxes, fees and charges; Auditor-General's Department audit 

fees). In government, certain rights to receive or pay cash may not be contractual and therefore in these situations, the 

requirements will not apply. Where rights or obligations have their source in legislation such as levies, tax and 

equivalents, that is they would be excluded from the disclosure. The standard defines contract as enforceable by law. All 

amounts recorded are carried at amortised cost. 




