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National Parks and Wildlife Service 
SA’s Burning on Private Land 
program strategically reduces fuel 
in high-risk areas, identified in 
collaboration with private 
landholders, the SA Country Fire 
Service, local government and 
bushfire management committees 
in each region across the state.  

Reducing bushfire risk is an ongoing and shared 

responsibility and everyone has a role. 

Where an area of high bushfire risk is identified, fuel 

reduction techniques, including prescribed burning, 

are used to reduce the amount of fuel available for 

bushfires, to manage native vegetation and to 

protect biodiversity across strategic areas of South 

Australia. 

Reducing fuel is important as it can reduce the 

speed and intensity of bushfires which makes them 

easier to control, provides a safer environment for 

fire fighters, and ultimately saves lives and property. 

As fire doesn’t respect property boundaries, fuel 

reduction programs must also work beyond them.   

This is critical in areas such as the Mt Lofty Ranges 

where almost two thirds of high fuel areas are 

privately owned, and often close to assets in peri-

urban areas.  

How areas are identified 

High bushfire risk locations across the landscape are 

identified in regional Bushfire Management Area 

Plans (BMAPs) developed by local bushfire 

management committees across the state.  

These plans assess bushfire risk and determine the 

most appropriate strategies to reduce the risk.  

The CFS and NPWSSA look at the best ways to 

manage fuels within and surrounding these high-

risk locations, using a skilled team of fire specialists. 

For more information about BMAPs visit: 

cfs.sa.gov.au 

 
How you can be involved 

Private landholders can receive assistance through 

the Burning on Private Land program in the 

following ways: 

 If your land is in a high-risk area, and is in a 

strategic location, you may be approached by 

NPWSSA staff to discuss options to reduce your 

bushfire risk to help protect the community. 

Priority is given to highly populated areas. 

 

 If you own land that you think may pose a 

bushfire risk to the wider community and you 

are not able to manage the fuel yourself you 

can contact NPWSSA staff.  

They will let you know whether your property 

has been identified as a risk and discuss 

options to manage it.  

For more information 
Tim Groves - Fire Management Officer 

P: 8336 0914 

M: 0427 018 654 

E: tim.groves@sa.gov.au 

W: environment.sa.gov.au/fire-management  
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Frequently asked questions  

How do you decide when to burn? 

Prescribed burns mostly occur in spring and autumn 

when there is enough moisture in the landscape to 

make fire easier to control, and weather conditions 

warm and dry enough for fires to start and spread 

but not so hot or windy that they could get out of 

control.   

The Bureau of Meteorology is consulted and a burn 

is only scheduled if the conditions are appropriate. 

There is generally a fairly short window of time 

when fuels are dry enough to burn and the weather 

is mild enough to make it safe to conduct. 

Is burning harmful to the environment? 

As a general rule Australia's plants and animals have 

evolved to flourish, or at least persist, with the 

particular fire regime they’ve been exposed to.  

Before every prescribed burn, staff assess the 

potential impact on animals and plants, and ensure 

there is enough unburnt habitat in the landscape for 

populations to use while the burnt habitat 

regenerates. Find out more about fire and the 

environment here: environment.sa.gov.au/fire-

management.  

How do you make sure it’s safe?  

Careful planning, preparation and management are 

key. Once a prescribed fire takes hold we treat it 

with the same respect that we would a bushfire, but 

because we started it we have greater control. Many 

months of research, planning, and approvals occur 

before staff will attempt to ignite a burn.  

This includes working with the CFS to look for 

potential problems and to minimise risks by making 

sure all back-up resources are organised and 

fallback positions identified before they’re needed.  

Do you burn the trees?  

The fuel which is targeted are the ‘fine fuels’ such as 

dry grass, leaf litter, twigs, bark and other 

vegetation, similar to what you would use to light a 

campfire or a fireplace in your lounge room. This 

fuel type ignites the easiest and carries a fire front, 

making it the most dangerous of all.  

Larger fuels such as tree branches and fallen logs 

typically don’t burn in the fire front or carry the fire, 

and are far less combustible. Reducing fine fuels, as 

well as some of the bark on trees, will make the area 

safer from bushfires for a number of years.  

Why do you burn?  

Prescribed burns reduce fuel loads across strategic 

areas of public and private land to help limit the 

spread and intensity of bushfires and protect 

communities. It does this by creating low fuel areas 

which provide safer areas for fire fighters to work 

from.  

As well as protecting people and property, 

prescribed burns are used to manage vegetation 

and promote biodiversity. 

For example many plants require fire to stimulate 

seed pods to open and to release seeds into the ash 

to germinate with reduced competition, like 

Banksias. Other plants like Yaccas (Xanthorrhoea) 

use fire as a cue to flower, and some seeds also wait 

for a fire to germinate. 

Who does the burning? 

In South Australia, prescribed burning is part of a 

shared responsibility with the CFS, government 

agencies that manage land (NPWSSA, ForestrySA 

and SA Water), local councils and private 

landholders.  

What is expected from private 

landholders? 

If a land owner’s property is identified as being in a 

suitable location for a strategic fuel reduction burn, 

they will be contacted by NPWSSA staff to discuss 

the possibility. Preparation of the site and 

maintenance of the land following the burn will be 

negotiated on a case by case basis.  

Are there alternatives to burning? 

Prescribed burning is part of a broader strategy to 

combat the more extreme fires Australia now faces. 

However, prescribed burning is often the most 

effective and ecologically sound method of 

reducing fuel loads across large areas, and this is 

assessed on a case by case basis. 
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