
 

The Coorong, connected waters and surrounding lands have sustained many unique First Nations cultures and economies since time immemorial. 
The Healthy Coorong, Healthy Basin program acknowledges the range of First Nations rights, interests and obligations for the Coorong and 
connected waterways and the cultural connections that exist between Ngarrindjeri and First Nations of the South East peoples across the region 
and seeks to support their equitable engagement. 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander readers are advised that the following may contain images and names of people who have died. 

 
  

Welcome to the June 2021 update on the Healthy Coorong, Healthy Basin (HCHB) program. In this edition we will 
discuss Project Coorong’s recent BioBlitz, the Coorong Water Quality Monitoring Program and our partnering with the 
Ngarrindjeri Aboriginal Corporation to develop a database of cultural knowledge.  

More information on the HCHB program can be accessed on our newly updated website. If you have any questions 
regarding anything contained in this update, please contact the program team at projectcoorong@sa.gov.au. 
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https://www.environment.sa.gov.au/topics/coorong/healthy-coorong-healthy-basin
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Project Coorong delivers its first BioBlitz 
More than a walk in the national park; the recent Coorong BioBlitz saw community members learn from leading 
research scientists and discover practical ways of investigating water and sediment quality, aquatic plants, 
macroinvertebrates and waterbirds in the Coorong.  

Held on Saturday, 22 May 2021, also recognised as the International Day for Biological Diversity, more than 60 
community members, researchers, National Parks and Wildlife Service rangers and Department for Environment 
and Water staff gathered together for Project Coorong’s pilot (and oversubscribed) citizen science event, the 
Coorong BioBlitz. 

A BioBlitz is an intense period of biological surveying to record living species within a designated area. 

Ngarrindjeri representatives, Rita and Michael Lindsay, welcomed everyone to their Country and explained the 
spiritual and practical significance of the Kurangk (Coorong) through a Welcome to Country, Smoking Ceremony 
and cultural song and dance. 

Community members were then invited to become scientists for the day, when they joined researchers from the 
Goyder Institute for Water Research in conducting investigations to learn:  

• what sediment and water quality is required to sustain a healthy ecosystem for plants, 
macroinvertebrates, fish and waterbirds 

• about the important role of aquatic plants and how they help the health of the Coorong 
• why macroinvertebrates (and other creepy crawlies) are so important to the health of the system 
• which birds call the Coorong home, when and why? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Community members get their hands dirty at the Project Coorong BioBlitz. 

http://www.goyderinstitute.org/


The aim of the event was to involve and educate community members and give them the opportunity to learn 
from expert scientists involved in the HCHB Trials and Investigations project. Researchers guided BioBlitz 
participants on how to observe, monitor, collect and record data that contribute to improving our understanding 
of how to restore the health of the Coorong. 

By providing training and increasing local community understanding of issues within the Coorong, it is hoped 
that the citizen science activities will increase community skills and capacity to act as advocates and caretakers 
for the Coorong and the environment more broadly.  

The event helped to gauge the level of community interest in a citizen science model for the Coorong and will 
help shape future events.  

 

State of the Southern Coorong 
In early 2020, leading scientists and 
environmental managers came together 
to build a shared understanding of the 
existing and emerging scientific 
knowledge of the Southern Coorong. 
Following these discussions, and drawing 
on a range of published scientific reports, 
the document, The desired state of the 
Southern Coorong – discussion paper: 
Building a shared understanding of 
current scientific knowledge was 
produced.  

This up-to-date, shared understanding of 
the current state of the Southern 
Coorong, explains what might happen if 
we ‘do-nothing’ to restore the health of 
the system, and includes guiding 
principles on how to establish the 
pathway to a desired state. It serves as a 
useful introduction and rationale for the 
long-term management options that are being explored through Healthy Coorong, Healthy Basin.  

The discussion paper will be further updated in late 2021 and again in 2022 to incorporate the latest findings 
of new research from the HCHB Scientific Trials and Investigations project. 

 

Ngarrindjeri Research Project to inform 
Coorong management 
We are excited to formally announce that we are partnering with the Ngarrindjeri Aboriginal Corporation to 
develop a database of cultural knowledge that will inform the future management of the Kurangk (Coorong).  

While this Ngarrindjeri Research Project is an initiative that stems from the Trials and Investigations (T&I) 
project, it will be Ngarrindjeri led and owned, enabling inter-generational learning for Ngarrindjeri people to 
share knowledge of the Kurangk and the local ecology. 

An example of algae build up in the Coorong. 
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The project aims to provide critical knowledge that will improve ecological outcomes through the respectful 
application of Ngarrindjeri knowledge to site decision-making.  

 

Research topics to be documented in the knowledge database include: 

• the significance and use of fresh-water soaks and wells along the Kurangk  
• Ngarrindjeri knowledge of the No:ri (Pelican) breeding islands in the Kurangk  
• the importance of the Salt Creek/Southern Lagoon to Ngarrindjeri ngartji’s (totem) breeding cycles – 

in particular species such as Jumping Mullet. 

Gathering this knowledge and cultural values of Ngarrindjeri will allow new management interventions 
focussed on restoring the ecological character of the Kurangk. It will also ensure that Ngarrindjeri knowledge 
is considered and cultural values are protected, contributing to the wellbeing of Ngarrindjeri people. 

Whilst this project is in its initial stages, it will look to consult the broader Ngarrindjeri community in the 
coming months through meetings and workshops.  

As the project evolves, more information will be shared.  
 

Water Resource Optimisation 
Coorong Water Quality Monitoring Program update 
The water quality sensors installed last month are now generating new and important data. The new water 
quality sensors are able to monitor multiple parameters, including:  

• dissolved oxygen 
• electrical conductivity 
• dissolved organic matter 
• pH 
• salinity 
• total dissolved solids.  

This provides a more detailed understanding of the chemical and biological drivers of water quality within the 
Coorong and can be used to develop more accurate ecological models for the region. 

The No:ri (Pelican) is a culturally important Ngarrindjeri ngartji’s (totem). 



Additionally, they have an inbuilt wiper to automatically 
clean any fouling that settles on the sensors. This ‘self-
cleaning’ capability significantly increases the sensors’ 
ability to collect valid data (meaning less site 
maintenance visits). 

The data is now feeding into the Water Data SA from the 
following locations: 

• Snipe Point 
• Parnka Point 
• Long Point 
• Pelican Point. 

 
In addition to the new sensors, a new meteorological 
station has been installed at Pelican Point, which 
measures air temperature, humidity, barometric pressure, 
wind speed, wind direction and solar radiation. The data 
from this is live on Water Data SA. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you have any questions on this update or anything else related to Project Coorong, please 
contact the project team at projectcoorong@sa.gov.au. 
 
The South Australian Government’s Healthy Coorong, Healthy Basin Program is jointly funded by the Australian and South 
Australian governments.
 

 

A new water quality sensor installed in the Coorong. 
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