Fishery Bay
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Whaling and sealing were the colony’s first export industries, but little physical or historical
- evidence of these activities survives. The former Fishery Bay Whaling Station, including
accommodation area, tryworks and well, has been entered in the State Heritage Register as the
{ ' "?;Tt most extensive remains of the whaling industry in South Australia. Recent archaeological
[ E excavation has revealed significant engineering works, including one of the most complete
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Tryworks
A tryworks, consisting of a brick platform and large iron pots, was constructed at nineteenth century whaling stations for
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Operated during 1839pbany IN'1837. It was ‘trying-out’ (boiling) the oil from whale blubber. The tryworks at Fishery Bay was constructed on a raised platform at the
Were employeq by the Uy 56 whalers, who northern end of the bay. Other engineering works included a stone seawall to protect the site and a cleared channel for

Nited Fishing stripping the blubber from the whales (flensing).

Since its abandonment in 1841, the Fishery Bay tryworks has been seriously eroded by the sea and damaged by the illegal
removal of uncovered artefacts. In September 2001 an archaeological excavation was undertaken to record and salvage

any remaining structures before they disappeared.

The excavation revealed an archaeological treasure - an almost complete tryworks floor with blackened areas outlining
the original positions of the large trypots. On-site preservation of this rare and significant heritage site became a priority.
A protective wall was constructed on the seaward side of the tryworks platform. The excavated areas were surveyed,

The following season
photographed and carefully reburied.
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