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FOREWORD 
Covering an expanse of 155,204 hectares, the nine reserves included in this plan conserve some of 
the largest remnants of intact mallee vegetation on the Eyre Peninsula.  The diverse mallee 
vegetation communities protected within these reserves stretch over scenically diverse 
landscapes such as ancient ranges, inland dunes, and undulating plains.  Importantly, they 
provide significant habitat to numerous species of conservation significance, both plants and 
animals. 

Hambidge and Hincks Wilderness Protection Areas were, together with Memory Cove Wilderness 
Protection Area on southern Eyre Peninsula, the first wilderness protection areas to be proclaimed 
on mainland South Australia.  They are also some of the oldest reserves in South Australia, having 
first been declared as Flora and Fauna Reserves in 1941.  The reserves provide a place of natural 
beauty for all South Australians to enjoy, with the wilderness protection areas encapsulating the 
wild and rugged splendour of pre-European vegetation on the central Eyre Peninsula.  
Furthermore, the reserves, together with the numerous Heritage Agreements surrounding them, 
form an important corridor of remnant vegetation, contributing to the objectives of the “East 
meets West” initiative of the NatureLinks program. 

In a region where much of the landscape has been altered, the Mallee Parks of the Central Eyre 
Peninsula will be managed to conserve their outstanding biodiversity and wilderness values.  The 
plan defines a series of objectives and strategies for their future management. 

The draft plan for the Mallee Parks of the Central Eyre Peninsula was released for public exhibition 
in November 2005.  At the close of the comment period, seven submissions were received, raising 
issues including fire management and visitor access.  All comments and concerns were 
considered by the West Consultative Committee, the South Australian National Parks and Wildlife 
Council, and the Wilderness Advisory Committee prior to adoption of the plan. 

I now formally adopt the plan of management for the Mallee Parks of the Central Eyre Peninsula 
under the provisions of section 38 of the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1972 and section 31 of the 
Wilderness Protection Act 1992.  I encourage you to read the plan and visit and enjoy these 
exceptional reserves.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HON GAIL GAGO MLC 

MINISTER FOR ENVIRONMENT AND CONSERVATION 
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1 PARK LOCATION AND FEATURES 
The Mallee Parks of the Central Eyre Peninsula Management Plan encompasses nine reserves on 
the Eyre Peninsula (South Australia), collectively covering 155,204 hectares (Figure 1).  The reserves 
have been proclaimed under the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1972 or the Wilderness Protection 
Act 1992 to conserve remnant mallee vegetation on the Eyre Peninsula.  The reserves covered by 
this plan are surrounded by agricultural properties and privately owned properties where 
vegetation has been protected as Heritage Agreements under the Native Vegetation Act 1991.  
Other National Parks and Wildlife Act reserves in the region include Cocata Conservation Park, 
Kulliparu Conservation Park, and Pinkawillinie Conservation Park. 

As part of the broader Mediterranean climate of the Eyre Peninsula, the reserves experience an 
average annual rainfall between 300 to 400 millimetres, with summer evaporation exceeding 
rainfall, resulting in the shallow ground waters being drawn to the surface and evaporated, 
depositing salt in the soil surface (Twidale et al., 1987). 

Barwell Conservation Park 
Barwell Conservation Park (10,189 hectares) was proclaimed in 1988 under the National Parks and 
Wildlife Act 1972 and is located approximately 140 km from Port Lincoln and 15 km from Lock.  The 
park is bordered by Heritage Agreements on its western boundary and parts of the eastern 
boundary, and was proclaimed to conserve a large block of remnant mallee vegetation on the 
Eyre Peninsula.  The park protects the nationally endangered Metallic Sun-orchid (Thelymitra 
epipactoides), as well as several fauna species of conservation significance, including the state 
rare Chestnut Quail-thrush (Cinclosoma castanotus) and the Malleefowl (Leipoa ocellata), which is 
nationally vulnerable under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 
(EBPC Act). 

The park originally comprised all of Section 30, Hundred of Barwell.  Allotment 150 of Deposited 
Plan 39194, formerly Barwell Conservation Reserve under the Crown Lands Act 1929, was added to 
Barwell Conservation Park in Gazette 22.03.2007, page 868.  Barwell Conservation Park is subject to 
access under state mining legislation. 

Bascombe Well Conservation Park 
Bascombe Well Conservation Park (33,577 hectares), located approximately 115 km from Port 
Lincoln and 25 km from Lock, was proclaimed to conserve a large block of remnant mallee 
vegetation on the Eyre Peninsula.  Heritage Agreements immediately adjoin the park on its 
northern and south-eastern boundaries.  The park is dominated by mallee, with small, scattered 
remnants of River Red Gum (Eucalyptus camaldulensis) grassy woodland on the western side of 
the park, and conserves the nationally vulnerable West Coast Mintbush (Prostanthera calycina).  
There are several fauna species of conservation significance protected within the park, including 
the Malleefowl and the state rare Shining Bronze-cuckoo (Chrysococcyx lucidos).   

Prior to its proclamation, the land was subject to pastoral leases and the park still contains a 
number of ruins as evidence of this past occupation.  These ruins have been used for day visits to 
the park, and are commonly used as informal camping areas. 

The park was constituted by statute in 1972.  Prior to becoming a Conservation Park, Section 29 
Hundred of Barwell, Section 11 Hundred of Blesing, Section 2 Hundred of Kappawanta, and 
Sections 39 and 65 Hundred of Cowan, were declared ‘Bascombe Well National Park’ under the 
former National Parks and Wildlife Reserves Act 1891-1960 in Gazette 2.7.1970, page 3.  Sections 66 
and 67, Hundred of Cowan, were added to Bascombe Well Conservation Park in Gazette 
26.4.1979, page 1224, and Sections 4, 12 and 13, Hundred of Blesing and Section 61, the Hundred 
of Cowan, were added in Gazette 10.1.1980, page 36.  Allotment 2 Deposited Plan 28802, 
Allotment 100 Deposited Plan 30376, and Section 2 Hundred of Blesing, formerly Bascombe Well 
Conservation Reserve under the Crown Lands Act 1929, were added to the park in Gazette 
22.03.2007, page 872.  Section 2, Hundred of Blesing is subject to access under the Mining Act 
1971. 

Hambidge Wilderness Protection Area  
Hambidge Wilderness Protection Area was proclaimed under the Wilderness Protection Act 1992 in 
2004, and is one of the first wilderness protection areas to be proclaimed on mainland South 
Australia.  The reserve is located approximately 140 km from Port Lincoln and 15 km from Lock. 
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Hambidge Wilderness Protection Area is dominated by mallee, with a small portion covered by 
woodland or shrubland.  It also protects several species of conservation significance, including the 
Malleefowl, which is vulnerable at a national and state level.  The reserve also potentially supports 
populations of the Sandhill Dunnart (Sminthopsis psammophila), which is vulnerable at a national 
and state level.   

The reserve receives minimal visitor use, with visitors entering to visit Prominent Hill. 

The land comprising Hambidge Wilderness Protection Area was originally proclaimed as a Flora 
and Fauna Reserve in Gazette 28.8.1941, pages 380-381, and was rededicated as a Wildlife 
Reserve in Gazette 8.3.1962, pages 486-487 before being constituted as Hambidge National Park 
in Gazette 9.11.1967, page 2043.  The wilderness protection area, formerly a conservation park 
under the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1972, covers 38,087 hectares and does not allow for 
access under state mining legislation. 

Hincks Conservation Park 
The land comprising Hincks Conservation Park (882 hectares) was formerly proclaimed in 1993 as a 
conservation reserve under the Crown Lands Act 1929.  In 2004 the land was proclaimed as an 
addition to the Hincks Conservation Park, before the balance of the park was proclaimed as 
Hincks Wilderness Protection Area.  Hincks Conservation Park is approximately 95 km from Port 
Lincoln and 35 km from Lock.  Other reserves in the vicinity include Peachna and Shannon 
Conservation Parks, as well as a number of Heritage Agreements.  The park, comprising all of 
Allotment 2 of Deposited Plan 31955, was originally proclaimed to conserve a large mallee 
ecosystem on the Eyre Peninsula, and allows for access under the Mining Act 1971. 

Hincks Wilderness Protection Area 
Hincks Wilderness Protection Area (66,934 hectares) was proclaimed under the Wilderness 
Protection Act 1992 in 2004, and is one of the first wilderness protection areas to be proclaimed on 
mainland South Australia.  Hincks Wilderness Protection Area is located approximately 85 km from 
Port Lincoln and 35 km from Lock.  The reserve adjoins Hincks Conservation Park, and was formerly 
part of that reserve under the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1972.  The reserve is mainly 
dominated by mallee, with small areas of woodland and shrubland.  Several species of 
conservation significance are protected within the wilderness protection area, including the 
Malleefowl.  The reserve also supports populations of the Grey-bellied Dunnart (Sminthopsis 
griseoventer), which was discovered in South Australia in December 2004 in this reserve and in 
Bascombe Well Conservation Park, representing a significant range extension from Western 
Australia. 

The wilderness protection area receives minimal visitor use, with the majority of visitors entering to 
travel through or camp on Nicholl’s Track. 

The land comprising Hincks Wilderness Protection Area has been managed as a protected area in 
various forms since 1941, when Section 365 North Out of Hundreds, Section 2 Hundred of Hincks, 
and Section 11 Hundred of Nicholls were dedicated as a Flora and Fauna Reserve in Gazette 
28.8.1941, pages 380-381.  Section 25 Hundred of Murlong was added to the Flora and Fauna 
Reserve in Gazette 31.3.1960, page 879, and Section 12 Hundred of Nicholls was added to Hincks 
National Park in Gazette 18.12.1969, page 2018, before the entire area was constituted by statute 
in 1972 as Hincks Conservation Park.  Sections 46, 47, and 48 Hundred of Tooligie, Section 3 
Hundred of Hincks, and Sections 13 and 14 Hundred of Nicholls were dedicated as part of Hincks 
Conservation Park in Gazette 22.1.1976, page 259.  The wilderness protection area is not subject to 
access under state mining legislation. 

Peachna Conservation Park 
Peachna Conservation Park (4,603 hectares) was proclaimed in 2007 under the National Parks and 
Wildlife Act 1972¸and was formerly a conservation reserve, proclaimed in 1993, under the Crown 
Lands Act 1929.  It is located approximately 100 km from Port Lincoln and 30 km from Lock.  Other 
reserves in the vicinity include Bascombe Well Conservation Park, as well as a number of Heritage 
Agreements.  The park, comprising Allotment 2 of Deposited Plan 30843 and Section 36 Hundred of 
Peachna, was proclaimed to conserve remnant vegetation, and is dominated by mallee.  The 
park was proclaimed with access under the Mining Act 1971. 
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Shannon Conservation Park 
Shannon Conservation Park (544 hectares) was proclaimed in 2007, under the National Parks and 
Wildlife Act 1972, and was formerly a conservation reserve, proclaimed in 1993, under the Crown 
Lands Act 1929.  It is located approximately 90 km from Port Lincoln and 45 km from Lock, and is 
surrounded by Heritage Agreements on its southern, eastern and western borders.  Constituting all 
of Section 100 Hundred of Shannon, the park is dominated by mallee, and allows for access under 
the Mining Act 1971. 

Verran Tanks Conservation Park 
Verran Tanks Conservation Park (119 hectares), comprising all of Section 71 Hundred of Verran, 
was proclaimed in 1983 under the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1972 to conserve remnant 
vegetation.  The park is located approximately 105 km from Port Lincoln and 55 km from Lock and 
was originally a water reserve.  Mallee vegetation dominates the park, which is not subject to 
access under state mining legislation. 

Wharminda Conservation Park 
Wharminda Conservation Park (269 hectares) was proclaimed in 1985, under the National Parks 
and Wildlife Act 1972, and is located approximately 95 km from Port Lincoln and 60 km from Lock.   
The park, encompassing all of Section 94 Hundred of Verran, was proclaimed to conserve remnant 
vegetation, and is dominated by mallee and shrubland.  It has no provision for access under state 
mining legislation. 

1.1 NatureLinks 
NatureLinks is a South Australian Government program that builds on and integrates other major 
conservation programs that are already occurring within the state.  Its main objective is to achieve 
‘connected habitat comprising a comprehensive system of core protected areas, buffered and 
linked by areas of land and sea managed for conservation’ (DEH, 2006). 

The “East meets West” initiative aims to reconnect habitat in central and northern Eyre Peninsula 
by creating a link for biodiversity through Eyre Peninsula to the Western Australian border using a 
system of core protected areas and buffer zones to enable the species within the East meets West 
Corridor to continue to survive and evolve under changing climatic conditions (DEH, 2006).  East 
meets West expands on previous and current environmental initiatives in the region, including the 
Eyre Peninsula Biodiversity Plan, Ark on Eyre, Natural Resource Management Board programs, 
other government agencies’ projects, including local government, and the tireless and invaluable 
work of the local community and industry sectors. 

The large reserves of the Central Eyre region provide a core of protected areas for the “East meets 
West” initiative and a stronghold for mallee ecosystems in this area.  Multiple private properties in 
the surrounding landscape, protected by Heritage Agreements under the Native Vegetation Act 
1991, and managed for conservation purposes, provide valuable buffer and linkage areas to 
ensure the long term evolutionary capacity of these mallee ecosystems, and their importance to 
regional biodiversity conservation cannot be overstated. 
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2 LEGISLATIVE FRAMEWORK 
2.1 National Parks and Wildlife Act 1972 
Reserves are managed by the Director of National Parks and Wildlife subject to any direction by 
the Minister for Environment and Conservation or the Chief Executive of the Department for 
Environment and Heritage (DEH).  When managing reserves, the Director is required under section 
37 of the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1972 to have regard to, and provide actions that are 
consistent with the following objectives of management stated in the Act: 

- preservation and management of wildlife; 

- preservation of historic sites, objects and structures of historic or scientific interest within reserves; 

- preservation of features of geographical, natural or scenic interest; 

- destruction of dangerous weeds and the eradication or control of noxious weeds and exotic plants; 

- control of vermin and exotic animals; 

- control and eradication of disease of animals and vegetation; 

- prevention and suppression of bush fires and other hazards; 

- encouragement of public use and enjoyment of reserves and education in, and a proper 
understanding and recognition of, their purpose and significance; 

- generally, the promotion of the public interest; and 

- preservation and protection of Aboriginal sites, features, objects and structures of spiritual or 
cultural significance within reserves. 

Section 38 of the Act states that a management plan is required for each reserve.  A 
management plan should set forth proposals in relation to the management and improvement of 
the reserve and the methods by which it is intended to accomplish the objectives of the Act in 
relation to that reserve.  

DEH is responsible for preparing management plans and undertaking the prescribed community 
consultation process for the reserves.  A standard management planning process is mandated to 
ensure that all statutory obligations are met.  Help and guidance with plan preparation is sought 
and obtained from individuals, community groups or relevant advisory committees, although the 
Minister ultimately decides whether to adopt a management plan. 

In accordance with the Act, the provisions of this management plan must be carried out and no 
actions undertaken unless they are in accordance with this plan.  In order to achieve this, each 
year park managers, taking regional and district priorities into account, draw up work programs to 
implement strategies proposed in management plans.  Implementation of these projects is 
determined by, and subject to, the availability of resources (eg. staffing and funding). 

2.2 Wilderness Protection Act 1992 
The Wilderness Protection Act 1992 provides for the protection of wilderness and the restoration of 
land to its condition before European colonisation. 

The Act describes the following attributes for land to be considered as wilderness: 

(a)  land and its ecosystems that have not been affected, or have been affected to only a minor 
extent, by modern technology, and 

(b)  land and its ecosystems that have not been seriously affected by exotic animals or plants or 
other exotic organisms. 

Wilderness protection areas are managed by the Director of National Parks and Wildlife subject to 
any direction by the Minister for Environment and Conservation or the Chief Executive of DEH. 

Section 31 of the Act states that a management plan is required for each wilderness protection 
area.  A management plan must as far as practicable implement the policies set out in the 
Wilderness Code of Management so far as they are relevant to the wilderness protection area.  
The management plan must also set forth proposals in relation to the management and 
improvement of the wilderness protection area and any other proposals to accomplish the 
objectives of the Act in relation to the wilderness protection area. 
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Before preparing a management plan, the Act requires a process in which a call for submissions 
must be made for matters that should be addressed by the plan.  For Hambidge and Hincks 
Wilderness Protection Areas an invitation for submissions was made in November 2004 and four 
submissions were received. 

In accordance with the Act, the provisions of this management plan must be carried out and no 
actions undertaken unless they are in accordance with this plan.  

2.3 Wilderness Code of Management 
DEH is required under section 12(2) of the Wilderness Protection Act 1992 to manage wilderness 
protection areas consistent with the following policies in the Wilderness Code of Management: 

- preservation of wildlife and ecosystems; 

- the restoration of land and its ecosystems to their condition before European colonisation and 
the protection of land and its ecosystems from the effects of modern technology and exotic 
animals and plants and other exotic organisms; 

- the preservation of Aboriginal sites and Aboriginal objects; 

- the preservation of historic sites and objects and structures of historic or scientific interest; 

- the preservation of features of geographical, natural or scenic interest; 

- the destruction of dangerous weeds and the eradication or control of noxious weeds and 
exotic plants; 

- the control of vermin and exotic animals and other exotic organisms; 

- the control and eradication of disease of animals and vegetation; 

- the prevention and suppression of bush fires and other hazards; 

- the conduct of firefighting and other emergency operations; 

- the conduct of scientific research; 

- education of the public as to the significance of wilderness protection areas and zones; 

- use of wilderness protection areas and zones by members of the public; 

- hunting in wilderness protection areas and zones by Aboriginal people; and 

- the entry into and use of wilderness protection areas and zones by Aboriginal people to 
observe Aboriginal tradition. 

The Wilderness Code of Management can be viewed in Appendix A. 

2.4 Native Title Act 1993  
Native Title describes the rights and interests Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander People have in 
land and waters according to their traditional laws and customs.  Commonwealth legislation, in 
the form of the Native Title Act 1993 was enacted to: 

- provide for the recognition and protection of native title; 

- establish ways in which future dealings affecting native title may proceed and to set standards 
for those dealings; 

- establish a mechanism for determining claims to native title; and  

- provide for, or permit, the validation of past acts, and intermediate period acts, invalidated 
because of the existence of native title. 

This management plan is released and will be adopted subject to any native title rights and 
interests that may continue to exist in relation to the land and/or waters.   Before undertaking any 
acts that might affect native title, DEH will follow the relevant provisions of the Native Title Act 1993. 

2.5 Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 
The Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 establishes an Australian 
Government approval process for assessment of proposed actions that are likely to have a 
significant impact on matters of national environmental significance. 
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With regard to the reserves covered by this plan, the Resin Wattle (Acacia rhetinocarpa), Yellow 
Swainson-pea (Swainsona pyrophila), West Coast Mintbush (Prostanthera calycina), Metallic Sun-
orchid (Thelymitra epipactoides), Sandhill Dunnart (Sminthopsis psammophila), and Malleefowl 
(Leipoa ocellata) are known to occur within the reserves and are all nationally threatened 
species.  As a consequence, in addition to any state approval that may be required, Australian 
Government approval is obligatory for any action that has, will have, or is likely to have a 
significant impact on those nationally threatened species. 

Furthermore, in consultation with relevant state authorities, the Australian Government Minister for 
the Environment and Water Resources may develop and implement recovery plans and threat 
abatement plans for threatened species and ecological communities listed under the Act. Where 
applicable, DEH will contribute to and incorporate relevant actions from these plans into park 
management regimes and operational procedures. 

Two recovery plans endorsed by the Australian Government have been adopted, for the 
Malleefowl (Benshemesh, 2000), and for the Metallic Sun-orchid (in a Recovery Plan for 25 
Threatened Orchids: Coates, Jeanes, and Pritchard, 2002).  Further, a recovery plan is currently in 
preparation for the Sandhill Dunnart, and a Recovery Plan for the Threatened Flora of Eyre 
Peninsula is also in preparation, covering amongst others the Resin Wattle and the Metallic Sun-
orchid.  Some of the threat abatement programs and other types of recovery-assisting strategies 
currently being undertaken in the region will help to ensure the long-term survival of these 
nationally threatened species. 
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3 VISION 
The vision for the Mallee Parks of the Central Eyre Peninsula is a group of reserves that conserve 
core areas of intact native vegetation, which assist connectivity between areas of native 
vegetation, thus enabling species and ecosystems to continue to survive, evolve, and flourish 
under changing conditions. 

4 ZONING 
Section 39 of the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1972 provides for the designation of zones in a 
reserve.  Zoning aims to ensure that public use and management actions remain compatible with 
the protection of reserve values and constrains the use of land in zones to the conditions specified 
in an adopted management plan.   

All reserves within this plan, other than the wilderness protection areas, will be zoned as 
Conservation Zones, as described below.  This will establish a framework for the management of 
the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1972 reserves during the life of this plan. 

Whilst there is no provision for zoning under the Wilderness Protection Act 1992, all wilderness 
protection areas must be managed in accordance with the Wilderness Code of Management, 
which provides the management framework for the areas. 

Conservation Zone 
As Conservation Zones, the reserves will be managed to conserve biodiversity values with minimal 
disturbance.  Passive recreation, for example in Bascombe Well Conservation Park, using existing 
tracks will be permitted.  Modifications to existing trails or proposals for new trails and associated 
infrastructure will have regard to the native vegetation and habitat.  They will only be considered if: 

- they are essential for public safety; 

- disturbance to intact and regenerating native vegetation is minimal;  

- a management issue demonstrates that changes are required for net biodiversity gain; and 

- they do not compromise the integrity of the biodiversity in the reserves. 

Council Development Plans 
Local councils development plans are currently inconsistent with the land tenure of some of the 
reserves covered by this plan.  Specifically: 

- Portions of Barwell and Bascombe Well Conservation Parks and Hambidge Wilderness 
Protection Area, and all of Hincks and Peachna Conservation Parks are located within the 
District Council of Elliston.  Under the Council’s Development Plan, part or all of the reserves are 
located in a Rural Zone. 

- Shannon Conservation Park is located in the District Council of Lower Eyre Peninsula, and is in 
an area zoned as Rural under the Council’s Development Plan. 

As the zoning in the respective Development Plans are inconsistent with the land tenure of these 
reserves, it is recommended that DEH work in consultation with the District Councils to amend their 
Development Plans to ensure that these reserves are zoned as Conservation Zones. 

Objectives 
Manage the conservation parks as Conservation Zones. 

Ensure that local councils zone protected areas in line with DEH objectives. 

Strategies 
• Zone the conservation parks as Conservation Zones, with the primary purpose of conserving the 

biodiversity values of the reserves. 

• Ensure that the District Councils of Elliston and Lower Eyre Peninsula consider re-zoning the 
reserves to “Conservation Zones” when their respective Development Plans are next revised. 
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5 WILDERNESS PROTECTION 
The management activities detailed within this management plan for Hambidge and Hincks 
Wilderness Protection Areas have been prescribed in accordance with the Wilderness Code of 
Management, to preserve the wilderness values and biodiversity of the wilderness protection 
areas. 
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6 MANAGING NATURAL HERITAGE 
6.1 Geology, Soils and Landform 
Geology and Landform 
The Eyre Peninsula lies within the southern part of the Gawler Craton.  The Gawler Craton consists 
of ‘a broad variety of Archaean to Early Proterozoic gneisses, granites, and metasediments, and a 
range of Middle Proterozoic sediments, volcanics and granites’ (Parker et al., 1988).  A basement 
of crystalline rocks, mainly consisting of granite and gneiss underlies the reserves, and the soils are 
mainly alkaline (Twidale et al., 1987). 

Soil 
Surveys of Hambidge and Hincks Wilderness Protection Areas undertaken between 1966 and 1968 
indicated that the reserves consisted of ‘parallel dunes of neutral silicious sands and limited areas 
of solodized solonetz soils’ (The South Australian Naturalist, 1970).  The solonized brown soil, which is 
good soil for agricultural purposes, was found throughout Hambidge Wilderness Protection Area, 
but only in a small area of Hincks Wilderness Protection Area, which is primarily irregular dunes 
consisting of alkaline calcareous sands (The South Australian Naturalist, 1970). 

A survey of Bascombe Well Conservation Park in 1969 found that the landscape was relatively flat, 
sloping slightly to the south, with two main soil types overlying a layer of hard limestone pavement: 
thin red soils on the ridges and grey calcareous soils in the depressions (Preiss, 1969). 

Given the nature of the reserves and the limited use, soil erosion is not considered to be a major 
issue, although the soils within Bascombe Well Conservation Park are described as ‘very shallow’ 
(Preiss, 1969).  However, the sandy tracks within the reserves are prone to erosion, and closing off 
two tracks in Hincks Wilderness Protection Area (which is addressed in Section 9.2 Visitor Access) 
will assist to minimise this issue. 

Objective 
Conserve the soil within the reserves. 

Strategy 
• Regulate visitor and management impact to conserve the soil within the reserves, particularly 

Hambidge and Hincks Wilderness Protection Areas, and Bascombe Well Conservation Park. 

6.2 Hydrology 
The Eyre Peninsula contains a number of groundwater basins that are important sources of low-
salinity groundwater.  The basins in the vicinity of the reserves in this management plan are Robinson 
Basin, Cowell Basin, Country Musgrave Basins and Cummins Basin (Ludbrook, 1980). 

Bascombe Well Conservation Park conserves occasional Red Gum (Eucalyptus camaldulensis) 
woodlands.  The small groundwater lenses, which underlay the park at a shallow depth, are believed 
to be responsible for their presence.  Without the presence of the groundwater lenses, the park 
would consist only of a mallee environment.  There has been a decline in the Red Gum communities 
in the park, and it has been speculated that continually depleting groundwater levels will eventually 
lead to the loss of these Red Gum woodlands.  Research is required to formally determine the 
relationship between the groundwater lenses, and the Red Gum communities in the park. 

Within Bascombe Well Conservation Park there are no active well sites, however there are a series of 
‘historic’ wells or bores.  The classification of ‘historic well’ indicates that whilst they may have been 
monitored in the past on a monthly basis, they are no longer actively monitored.  Access to these 
sites would have been via cleared access tracks, which have not been maintained for 
approximately ten years.  The then Department of Mines and Energy drilled the bores for the former 
E&WS (now SA Water) during investigations into the groundwater resources of the Eyre Peninsula in 
the 1950s and 1960s.  The infrastructure associated with the bores includes a steel sand pipe, which 
protrudes from the ground at a small concrete base. 

The Department of Water, Land and Biodiversity Conservation (DWLBC) is now responsible for the 
bore sites, which are not currently being monitored.  Should any of the ‘historic’ bores need to be 
decommissioned then DWLBC will need to gain vehicle access to them.   Maintenance is likely to 
be undertaken using a drill rig vehicle, whilst field inspections can largely be undertaken on foot. 
DWLBC does not at this stage require access to the bores. 
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Objective 
Preserve the groundwater lenses and basins underneath, and in the vicinity of, the reserves. 

Strategies 
• Liaise with the Eyre Peninsula NRM Board regarding management and rehabilitation of regional 

groundwater resources and the impact of any proposed activities on the conservation values 
of the reserves. 

• Liaise with DWLBC regarding any activities to undertake monitoring of bores to prevent undue 
disturbance and to ensure compliance with the objectives of this management plan. 

• Monitor the health of Red Gum woodlands in Bascombe Well Conservation Park, and 
encourage research to further understand the relationship between the Red Gum woodlands 
and the hydrology present. 

6.3 Native Vegetation  
Mallee vegetation communities dominate all of the reserves covered within this management 
plan.  A small portion of Hambidge and Hincks Wilderness Protection Areas are covered by forest 
and/or woodland, and shrubland, whilst Bascombe Well Conservation Park contains a larger 
portion of forest and/or woodland.  Wharminda Conservation Park partially contains shrubland. 

In 2002 a biological survey was conducted by DEH for the Eyre Peninsula.  This survey identified 
that a number of woodland and mallee communities, which are of conservation significance, are 
conserved within the reserves for this plan (see Appendix C for conservation status codes). 

Woodland communities are very important as they contain the ‘highest density of insectivorous 
bird communities’ (DEH, 2002). The Eucalyptus camaldulensis (River Red Gum) woodland is a 
regionally threatened community, which is found in Bascombe Well and Shannon Conservation 
Parks (DEH, 2002).  The River Red Gum is restricted to environments where the soil is moist to a 
considerable depth (DEH, 2002), indicating a dependence on the hydrology and groundwater 
basins beneath the parks. 

The Eucalyptus peninsularis +/- E. dumosa +/- E. calycogona Complex (Cummins Mallee, White 
Mallee, Square-fruited Mallee) mallee community is a state endangered ecosystem (DEH, 2005).  
Only small areas of this ecosystem occur in DEH managed reserves, which include Hambidge 
Wilderness Protection Area, Verran Tanks Conservation Park, and Wharminda Conservation Park 
(DEH, 2002).  Eucalyptus peninsularis is endemic to Eyre Peninsula, and Neagle (1995) rated the 
Complex as ‘Priority 3 Poorly conserved in South Australia: most remaining examples are small 
and/or degraded and/or atypical’. 

Other mallee communities present in the reserves include the Eucalyptus diversifolia (Coastal 
White Mallee) open mallee community and the Eucalyptus porosa (Mallee Box) mallee 
community.  The Eucalyptus diversifolia open mallee community is present in Barwell, Bascombe 
Well, and Peachna Conservation Parks, and Hambidge and Hincks Wilderness Protection Areas.  
The Eucalyptus porosa mallee community is present in Barwell, Bascombe Well, and Peachna 
Conservation Parks (DEH, 2002). 

Barwell Conservation Park contains two species listed under the EPBC Act: the Metallic Sun-orchid 
(Thelymitra epipactoides) (Aus:E; SA:E) and the West Coast Mintbush (Prostanthera calycina) 
(Aus:V; SA:V).  The park also contains two species listed as rare in South Australia: the Hairy 
Shepherd’s-purse (Microlepidium pilosulum) (EP:R) and the Rasp Daisy-bush (Olearia picridifolia) 
(EP:K). 

The nationally and state vulnerable West Coast Mintbush, and the state vulnerable Limestone 
Leek-orchid (Prasophyllum calcicola) are recorded within Bascombe Well Conservation Park.  The 
park also contains one state endangered species: Thysanotus nudicaulis.  Further to this, 11 species 
that are rare at a state level have been recorded in Bascombe Well Conservation Park (Table 1).  

There are two flora species recorded within Hambidge Wilderness Protection Area that are listed 
as vulnerable under the EPBC Act: the Resin Wattle (Acacia rhetinocarpa) (SA:V; EP:V) and the 
Yellow Swainson-pea (Swainsona pyrophila) (SA:R; EP:R).  Further to these, another ten state rare 
species have been recorded in the park (Table 2). 
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Table 1: Plant Species of Conservation Significance Recorded in Bascombe Well Conservation Park 

Scientific Name Common Name Conservation Status* 
  AUS SA EP 
Austrostipa puberula Fine-hairy Spear-grass  R  
Caladenia bicalliata   R R 
Centrolepis cephaloformis ssp. murrayi Cushion Centrolepis  R R 
Crassula peduncularis Purple Crassula  R  
Grevillea pauciflora ssp. leptophylla Roger’s Spider-flower  R  
Isotoma scapigera Salt Isotome  R R 
Lobelia heterophylla   R R 
Prasophyllum calcicola Limestone Leek-orchid  V V 
Prasophyllum constrictum Tawny Leek-orchid  R V 
Prasophyllum fecundum Self-pollinating Leek-orchid  R  
Prasophyllum goldsackii Goldsack’s Leek-orchid  R R 
Prostanthera calycina West Coast Mintbush V V V 
Schoenus sculptus Gimlet Bog-rush  R R 
Thysanotus nudicaulis   E E 

* See Appendix C for Conservation Status Codes 

 

Table 2: Plant Species of Conservation Significance Recorded in Hambidge Wilderness Protection Area 

Scientific Name Common Name Conservation Status* 
  AUS SA EP 
Acacia rhetinocarpa Resin Wattle V V V 
Choretrum glomeratum var. chrysanthum Yellow-flower Sour-bush  R R 
Crassula exserta Large-fruit Crassula  R R 
Eucalyptus cretata Darke Peak Mallee  R R 
Haeckeria cassiniiformis Dogwood Haeckeria  R R 
Lawrencia berthae Showy Lawrencia  R K 
Levenhookia stiptiata   R R 
Lobelia heterophylla   R R 
Melaleuca oxyphylla Pointed-leaf Honey-myrtle  R R 
Pimelea williamsonii Williamson’s Riceflower  R R 
Swainsona pyrophila Yellow Swainson-pea V R R 
Templetonia battii Spiny Templetonia  R R 

* See Appendix C for Conservation Status Codes 

The Dagger-leaf Wattle (Acacia rhigiophylla) (SA:R; EP:R) has been recorded within Hincks 
Conservation Park. 

During a survey conducted in 1995 (Davies, 1995) four sub-populations of Bearded Emubush 
(Eremophila barbata) were located in Hincks Wilderness Protection Area and two sub-populations 
were located in nearby Wharminda Conservation Park.  Bearded Emubush is state and regionally 
rare, and is endemic to South Australia, known only from the Eyre Peninsula.  The populations were 
located on slopes or ridges near drainage lines flowing from the Blue Range (Davies, 1995).  A so-
far undescribed white spider-orchid is recorded for the park, sometimes referred to as 
Arachnorchis aff. arenaria because of its similarity to the New South Wales endemic Sand Spider-
orchid (Arachnorchis arenaria), which is a nationally threatened species.  The status of this orchid is 
unknown, although it is believed to occur throughout central Eyre Peninsula (Bates pers. comm., 
2007). 

Hincks Wilderness Protection Area contains one species listed under the EPBC Act (the West Coast 
Mintbush; Aus:V; SA:V; EP:V), 20 state rare species, and two state vulnerable species, including the 
Bundled Cord-rush (Desmocladus diacolpicus) (Table 3). 
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Table 3: Plant Species of Conservation Significance Recorded in Hincks Wilderness Protection Area 

Scientific Name Common Name Conservation Status* 
  AUS SA EP 
Austrostipa echinata Spiny Spear-grass  R R 
Austrostipa puberula Fine-hairy Spear-grass  R  
Centrolepis cephaloformis ssp. murrayi Cushion Centrolepis  R R 
Crassula exserta Large-fruit Crassula  R R 
Calochilus campestris Plains Beard-orchid  R  
Daviesia behthamii ssp. humilis Mallee Bitter-pea  R R 
Daviesia pectinata Zig-zag Bitter-pea  R R 
Desmocladus diacolpicus Bundled Cord-rush  V  
Eremophila barbata Blue Range Emubush  R R 
Eucalyptus cretata Darke Peak Mallee  R R 
Leptorhynchos scaber Annual Buttons  R R 
Leucopogon clelandii Cleland’s Beard-heath  R T 
Microlepidium pilosulum Hairy Shepherd’s-purse  R R 
Myoporum parvifolium Creeping Boobialla  R R 
Olearia picridifolia Rasp Daisy-bush  R K 
Pimelea williamsonii Williamson’s Riceflower  R R 
Poa drummondiana Knotted Poa  R R 
Prasophyllym constrictum Tawny Leek-orchid  R V 
Prasophyllum fecundum Self-pollinating Leek-orchid  R  
Prostanthera calycina West Coast Mintbush V V V 
Spyridium leucopogon Silvery Spyridium  R K 
Thysanotus wangariensis Eyre Peninsula Fringe-lily  R R 

* See Appendix C for Conservation Status Codes 

Four species rare at a state level have been recorded in Wharminda Conservation Park.  These are 
the Six-nerve Spine-bush (Acacia hexaneura) (EP:R), the Mallee Bitter-pea (EP:R), the Blue Range 
Emubush (EP:R), and the Hidden Leek-orchid (Prasophyllum occultans) (EP:R). 

Verran Tanks Conservation Park contains four state rare species: the Six-nerve Spine-bush, 
Levenhookia stipitata (EP:R), Rasp Daisy-bush, and Tawny Leek-orchid (Prasophyllum constrictum) 
(EP:V). 

A draft recovery plan has been prepared for 25 plant species on Eyre Peninsula, including 
recovery actions for the Resin Wattle, Yellow Swainson-pea, Metallic Sun-orchid, and West Coast 
Mintbush, which have been recorded within the reserves covered by this plan.  A Threatened Flora 
Recovery Plan is also in the process of being developed for the region, incorporating the reserves 
covered by this plan, and will identify and develop strategies for nationally threatened flora such 
as the Metallic Sun-orchid and the Resin Wattle. 

The reserves are surrounded by a number of Heritage Agreements, covering almost 26,000 hectares 
in total.  This is important at a regional scale, as together with the reserves, they create an arc of 
vegetation, assisting in species movement, and providing important habitat.  Where the reserves are 
bounded by properties used for agricultural purposes, it is important that appropriate fencing is 
maintained to minimise impacts on the biodiversity and wilderness values of the reserves.  DEH will 
liaise with relevant landowners regarding the maintenance of boundary fencing as necessary. 

Phytophthora 
Cinnamon Fungus (Phytophthora cinnamomi) and other species of Phytophthora are introduced 
plant pathogens that cause disease and death in a range of native plant species.  Phytophthora 
is recognised by the Australian Government as a key threat to the survival of our native plants and 
animals and has developed a National Threat Abatement Plan (Environment Australia, 2001). 

To date, Phytophthora has not been discovered in the reserves covered by this plan.  However, 
Hincks Wilderness Protection Area and Conservation Park, and Bascombe Well, Peachna, and 
Shannon Conservation Parks fall within an area vulnerable to Phytophthora (Velzboer et al., 2005).  
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This is due to the average yearly rainfall of this area being 400 mm, providing appropriate rainfall 
conditions for the Cinnamon fungus to grow.  The other reserves within this plan are not within this 
vulnerable area as they are in an area that is too dry and the soil type is sandy, which is not suitable 
for Phytophthora.  Unfortunately, there is no cure for Phytophthora and ongoing management is 
required to determine whether any management activities are necessary to limit the risk of the 
Cinnamon fungus spreading to these reserves.  The risk of human activity spreading Phytophthora 
into these reserves can be minimised using the management strategies outlined in the DEH Standard 
Operating Procedures for Phytophthora Threat Management.  These strategies are aimed at 
minimising the transfer of Phytophthora in soil, water, and plant roots by controlling access, adopting 
hygiene procedures, modifying work plans, and ensuring awareness of Phytophthora. 

Objectives 
Conserve the native vegetation within the Mallee Parks of the Central Eyre Peninsula as important 
links in regional vegetation, especially species and ecosystems of conservation significance, and 
maintain and restore natural processes, communities, and habitats. 

Reduce the possibility of the introduction and spread of Phytophthora in the reserves. 

Strategies 
• Monitor populations of conservation significance and implement management actions, if 

required, for their conservation, consistent with the maintenance of wilderness quality. 

• Encourage and support research into the floristic diversity of the reserves, including the impacts 
on, and conservation measures for, species and ecosystems of conservation significance. 

• Encourage and support research into the unnamed white spider orchid referred to as 
Arachnorchis aff. arenaria to enable taxonomic classification and conservation assessment. 

• Implement recovery plans for nationally threatened species. 

• Monitor the reserves for the presence of introduced pathogens and implement control 
measures as necessary. 

• Continue to promote awareness amongst DEH staff and the wider community of the potential 
for introduction and establishment of Phytophthora, the plant species susceptible to it, and 
indicators of its presence. 

• Ensure vehicles, equipment, and footwear are clean prior to entering the reserves, and that all 
raw materials, such as rubble, gravel, sand, soil and water, and all plants, brought into the 
reserves are free of Phytophthora. 

• Ensure that park values are protected by encouraging park neighbours to maintain fencing as 
required. 

6.4 Native Fauna 
This section provides information regarding native fauna for Hambidge and Hincks Wilderness 
Protection Areas, and Bascombe Well and Wharminda Conservation Parks.  There is little recorded 
data for Barwell, Hincks, Peachna, and Shannon Conservation Parks, with bird species being the 
only native fauna recordings for Barwell and Peachna Conservation Parks, and no record of fauna 
in Verran Tanks Conservation Park.  This indicates a requirement for more information to be 
collected regarding the native fauna present in the reserves.  See Appendix C for conservation 
status codes. 

Mammals 
The Mallee Parks of the Central Eyre Peninsula protect a number of species of conservation 
significance, including the Sandhill Dunnart (Sminthopsis psammophila), which may have become 
extinct in the region, indicating the importance of the area for rare and threatened species.  
Species common to these reserves include the Western Grey Kangaroo (Macropus fuliginosus), the 
Lesser Long-eared Bat (Nyctophilus geoffroyi), and the Little Long-tailed Dunnart (Sminthopsis 
dolichura). 

There are 12 species of mammal recorded within Bascombe Well Conservation Park, seven of 
which are indigenous, including three species of bat.  Seven mammal species have been 
recorded within Hincks Wilderness Protection Area, five of which are indigenous, including 
Mitchell’s Hopping-mouse (Notomys mitchellii). 
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Sixteen species of mammal have been recorded within Hambidge Wilderness Protection Area, 12 
of which are indigenous and one of which is recorded as extinct on the South Australian mainland 
(the Brush-tailed Bettong, Bettongia penicillata ssp. penicillata).  Of the remaining species in the 
reserve, the Greater Long-eared Bat (Nyctophilus timoriensis) is vulnerable under state and 
national legislation, although only the south-eastern form is nationally threatened.  The ‘Central’ 
form of the Greater Long-eared Bat, found on the Eyre Peninsula, is restricted to mallee regions in 
the northern Eyre Peninsula, and lives in tree hollows and under bark.  The clearance of this 
habitat, largely for agricultural purposes, is believed to have reduced the numbers of this species 
and the species is considered to be ‘lower risk (near Threatened)’ (DEH, 2002). 

The Sandhill Dunnart (Sminthopsis psammophila) (Aus:E; SA:E) was recorded near Hambidge 
Wilderness Protection Area during a biological survey conducted in the 1980s.  Whilst there have 
been no records of the dunnart since, it is potentially still supported within Hambidge Wilderness 
Protection Area.  Little is known of this species’ biology or the reason for its decline, and a recovery 
plan for its management is in preparation, as required by the EPBC Act (DEH, 2002). 

The Grey-bellied Dunnart (Sminthopsis griseoventer), which was previously only known in Western 
Australia, was recorded in Hincks Wilderness Protection Area, and Bascombe Well Conservation 
Park, during a biological survey in December 2004, representing a significant range extension.  
Further surveys and research should be encouraged to determine the distribution and 
conservation status of this species in South Australia. 

The Bush Rat (Rattus fuscipes greyi) has been recorded in Wharminda Conservation Park.  This is 
the most inland northern population of this species in South Australia.  The population may also 
occur within Hincks Wilderness Protection Area, as the vegetation band spreads between these 
two reserves; however, to date it has not been recorded there. 

Kangaroos are present in the reserves, however whilst they are currently not a management issue 
their numbers and impact on vegetation will be monitored.  Kangaroos are more likely to be an 
issue off-reserve for neighbouring landowners, rather than causing specific management issues on-
park (eg. impact on native vegetation).  DEH will therefore liaise with neighbouring landowners in 
developing management strategies to manage kangaroo numbers off-reserve.  As the reserves 
are within a commercial harvesting region, allowing neighbouring landowners to continue 
commercially harvesting kangaroos will be considered by DEH as a management option. 

Birds 
Thirty-five species of bird have been recorded in Barwell Conservation Park, all of which are 
indigenous, including the Chestnut Quail-thrush (Cinclosoma castanotus) (SA:V; EP:V) and the 
Malleefowl (Leipoa ocellata) (Aus:V; SA:V; EP: V).  The Chestnut Quail-thrush and Malleefowl have 
also been recorded in Bascombe Well Conservation Park and Hambidge and Hincks Wilderness 
Protection Areas. 

There are 85 species of bird recorded in Bascombe Well Conservation Park, 84 of which are 
indigenous, including the Shining Bronze-cuckoo (Chrysococcyx lucidos) (SA:R; EP:R), the Blue-
breasted Fairy-wren (Malurus pulcherrimus) (SA:V; EP:V), and the Painted Button-quail (Turnix varia) 
(SA:V; EP:V).  As previously mentioned, the Chestnut Quail-thrush and the Malleefowl have also 
been recorded in the park; the Blue-breasted Fairy-wren has also been recorded in Hambidge 
and Hincks Wilderness Protection Areas. 

There are 72 species of bird recorded in Hambidge Wilderness Protection Area, including the Red 
Throat (Pyrrholaemus brunneus) (SA:R; EP:R), the Blue-winged Parrot (Neophema chrysostoma) 
(SA:V: EP:O), the Chestnut Quail-thrush, the Malleefowl, and the Blue-breasted Fairy-wren. 

There are 90 species of bird recorded in Hincks Wilderness Protection Area, 88 of which are 
indigenous.  Of these three are rare, the Grey Falcon (Falco hypoleucos), Bassian Thrush (Zoothera 
lunulata), and the Chestnut Quail-thrush, and two are vulnerable, the Blue-breasted Fairy-wren 
and the Malleefowl.  Whilst the Grey Falcon and Bassian Thrush have previously been recorded 
within the reserve, their existence is now in question.  Further surveys of the area will be required to 
determine if they are still present within the reserve. 

The Malleefowl has disappeared from a great deal of its former habitat, with a variety of factors 
contributing to the species decline, resulting in the species being listed as vulnerable under the EPBC 
Act.  Competition for food, and predation by introduced animals has contributed significantly to the 
decline of the Malleefowl.  Frequent or intense wildfire can also result in the decline of the 
Malleefowl, as frequent fires will not allow an adequate supply of leaf litter for their nests (DEH, 2002).  
A project to monitor the Malleefowl population on the Eyre Peninsula is being undertaken by DEH 
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and the Eyre Peninsula NRM Board.  Together with the local Eyre Peninsula community, DEH 
established Malleefowl monitoring grids at five sites on the Eyre Peninsula, including within Hincks 
Conservation Park.  These grids were surveyed in 1998, 2003 and 2004.  Malleefowl population data 
will be considered during planning of on-ground management operations, and may also be used to 
increase community awareness of the Malleefowl.  A conclusion of this project was that a long-term 
monitoring program would be required to produce meaningful indications of the abundance of 
Malleefowl on Eyre Peninsula.  Currently it is proposed that each grid will be surveyed once every five 
years (Freeman, Peeters, and Tonkin, unpublished data). 

Emus are present in the reserves, however whilst they are currently not a management issue their 
numbers and impact on vegetation will be monitored.  Emus are more likely to be an issue off-
reserve for neighbouring landowners, rather than causing specific management issues on-reserve 
(eg. impact on native vegetation).  DEH will therefore liaise with neighbouring landowners in 
developing management strategies to manage emu numbers off-reserve. 

Reptiles and Amphibians 
Twenty-two species of reptile were recorded in Bascombe Well Conservation Park.  Of these, the 
Jacky Lizard (Amphibolurus muricatus) and the Dwarf Four-toed Slider (Lerista distinguenda) are 
rare at a state level. 

There were 31 species of reptile recorded in Hambidge Wilderness Protection Area.  Of these the 
Bardick (Echiopsis curta) is rare, and the Carpet Python (Morelia spilota variegata) is vulnerable, both 
at a state level.  The Carpet Python subspecies found on the Eyre Peninsula can survive in a variety 
of conditions, however it lives in the burrows of other animals.  Outside of reserves, it is threatened by 
the clearing of its habitat for agriculture, and from the overgrazing of stock (DEH, 2002). 

Twenty-one species of reptile were recorded in Hincks Wilderness Protection Area.  Of these, only 
one species, the Jacky Lizard, was listed as rare at a state level. 

Only two amphibian species have been recorded in the parks covered in this plan.  The Trilling 
Frog (Neobatrachus centralis) is found in Bascombe Well Conservation Park, and the Painted Frog 
(Neobatrachus pictus) is recorded in Hambidge Wilderness Protection Area. 

Invertebrates 
During surveys conducted by the Nature Conservation Society of South Australia between 1966 
and 1968 (Bonython and Preiss, 1967; Preiss, 1969; Preiss and Thomas, 1970; The South Australian 
Naturalist, 1970) a Jewel Beetle and Bee-fly were recorded in Hambidge Wilderness Protection 
Area, which were suspected to be new species.  The surveys also recorded a Shield Bug within 
Hincks Wilderness Protection Area, which required a new genus for classification. 

The Large Bronze Azure Butterfly (Ogyris idmo halmaturia), one of the largest and rarest butterflies 
in South Australia, and the Small Bronze Azure Butterfly (Ogyris otanes otanes), have recently been 
recorded in Hincks Conservation Park after a concerted effort by lepidopterists to locate the Large 
Bronze Azure Butterfly.  Although there are no legislated conservation ratings for invertebrates 
under state legislation, experts believe that the Large Bronze Azure Butterfly is endangered, and 
the Small Bronze Azure Butterfly is vulnerable on the mainland (Grund, 1998).  Further, the Butterfly 
Action Plan (Sands and New, 2002) recommended the Large Bronze Azure Butterfly be listed as 
endangered under the EPBC Act; insufficient data was available to recommend a national rating 
to the Small Bronze Azure Butterfly.  The discovery of the Small Bronze Azure Butterfly on the Eyre 
Peninsula represents a range expansion for this species (DEH, 2002).  

Objective 
Protect and restore native fauna habitat and conserve native fauna populations, especially those 
of conservation significance. 

Strategies 
• Encourage and support research to conduct fauna surveys and undertake population 

monitoring and management activities within the reserves, particularly to expand current 
knowledge of fauna in the reserves (including invertebrates) and to identify the habitat 
requirements of native fauna. 

• Encourage and support research to confirm the presence of the Sandhill Dunnart in Hambidge 
Wilderness Protection Area, and the Bush Rat and Grey-bellied Dunnart in Hincks Wilderness 
Protection Area, and implement management actions to ensure their protection and survival. 
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• Identify and protect significant fauna habitats and integrate habitat management with native 
revegetation efforts, weed management programs, and species recovery plans. 

• Implement recovery plans for nationally threatened species. 

• Expand on previous Malleefowl monitoring by undertaking a long-term monitoring project to 
measure the abundance of Malleefowl within the reserves. 

• Monitor total grazing pressure by kangaroos and effects on the flora and fauna within the 
reserves. 

6.5 Introduced Plants 
There are no records indicating introduced species are present within Hincks, Peachna, Shannon, 
Verran Tanks, and Wharminda Conservation Parks; however, given surrounding land uses the 
presence of introduced species is considered likely.  Further flora studies are required to gain a 
better understanding of the introduced flora within these reserves. 

Introduced flora species have been recorded within Barwell and Bascombe Well Conservation 
Parks, and Hambidge and Hincks Wilderness Protection Areas.   However, this is viewed as a 
relatively minor issue, because the weeds are not widespread throughout these reserves. 

Bridal Creeper (Asparagus asparagoides) and Boxthorn (Lycium ferocissimum) have been 
recorded within Hincks Wilderness Protection Area and Bascombe Well Conservation Park 
respectively, and are identified in the Biodiversity Plan for the Eyre Peninsula as being high priority 
weed species within the Eyre Peninsula.  There is limited spread of these species, generally 
occurring along tracks, boundaries and previously disturbed areas.  Bridal Creeper is considered to 
be the most serious environmental weed in South Australia and is also recognised under the 
Australian Government Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 as a weed 
of national significance with the potential to significantly alter even intact ecosystems.  Horehound 
(Marrubium vulgare) has also been recorded within Bascombe Well Conservation Park.  It is able 
to survive in low rainfall areas, and is an important environmental weed, due to its invasion of 
native habitats, such as mallee. 

The Wilderness Code of Management states that any non-indigenous species that impact on the 
wilderness quality of a wilderness protection area will be controlled or eradicated, and that action 
will be taken to prevent the establishment of non-indigenous species within a wilderness protection 
area.  DEH will liaise with neighbouring property owners regarding minimising the spread of the 
weed species within Hambidge and Hincks Wilderness Protection Areas. 

Objective 
Control and eradicate, where possible, all introduced flora already established within the reserves 
that impact on the wilderness and biodiversity values, and prevent the establishment of 
introduced flora within the reserves where possible. 

Strategies 
• Liaise with neighbouring property owners to minimise the spread of weed species within the 

reserves. 

• Liaise with the Eyre Peninsula NRM Board to develop and implement regional control programs 
for introduced species. 

• Further monitor the reserves to gain a better understanding of the weed species present. 

• Develop a weed management strategy for the reserves, in particular for Bridal Creeper control. 

6.6 Introduced Animals 
There are no records of introduced fauna species for Barwell, Hincks, Peachna, Shannon, and 
Verran Tanks Conservation Parks.  However, their presence would be expected, though which 
species, their numbers and impacts, require further research. 

Surveys within Hambidge Wilderness Protection Area and Bascombe Well Conservation Park have 
indicated that both reserves contain four introduced fauna species.  Hincks Wilderness Protection 
Area contains six introduced fauna species, and Wharminda Conservation Park contains three 
introduced fauna species. 
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The European Rabbit (Oryctolagus cuniculus) and the European Red Fox (Vulpes vulpes) are 
common pest species recorded within Hambidge and Hincks Wilderness Protection Areas, and 
Bascombe Well and Wharminda Conservation Parks.  The Feral Cat (Felis catus) is also a common 
pest species and has been recorded within Hambidge and Hincks Wilderness Protection Areas, 
and Bascombe Well Conservation Park.  

In addition to this, the House Mouse (Mus musculus) has been recorded within Hambidge and 
Hincks Wilderness Protection Areas, and Wharminda Conservation Park.  The Common Starling 
(Sturnus vulgaris) has been recorded within Bascombe Well Conservation Park and Hincks 
Wilderness Protection Area, and the latter reserve also provides habitat for the European 
Goldfinch (Carduelis carduelis). 

The Feral Cat and European Red Fox, and the land degradation caused by the European Rabbit, 
are listed under the EPBC Act as Key Threatening Processes.  National Threat Abatement Plans 
have been prepared for these species.  The European Rabbit has the potential to graze some 
native species to the degree that they are unable to regenerate, which eventually leads to a 
change in ecosystem composition.  The Feral Cat, European Red Fox, and European Rabbit all 
pose a threat to the nationally vulnerable Malleefowl (DEH, 2002). 

The Wilderness Code of Management states that non-indigenous species that significantly impact 
on the wilderness quality of a wilderness protection area will be controlled or eradicated, and that 
action will be taken to prevent the establishment of non-indigenous species within a wilderness 
protection area.  Monitoring is required to understand the level of impact on the wilderness values 
of Hambidge and Hincks Wilderness Protection Areas to enable appropriate management 
techniques to be implemented. 

Under the Integrated Pest Management (IPM) program being undertaken on the Eyre Peninsula, 
foxes and cats are the introduced animals considered to be the major issues within the reserves.  
The exact threat that cats pose has been difficult to measure and they are not yet targeted for 
control.  Rabbits are not seen to be a large concern at this point in time, as the rabbit calicivirus 
disease has kept their numbers low.   

On the Eyre Peninsula there are two IPM programs being conducted, the West Coast IPM program 
and the Eastern IPM program.  Hambidge and Hincks Wilderness Protection Areas fall into both 
programs, whilst Bascombe Well, Peachna, and Shannon Conservation Parks fall into the West 
Coast IPM program.  The Eastern IPM program has involved fox baiting in Hambidge Wilderness 
Protection Area, which was an initiative started by DEH and continued by the IPM program.  To 
date, no aerial baiting has been undertaken, and hence only the boundaries of the reserve have 
been baited. 

Objective 
Control and eradicate, where possible, all introduced fauna established within the reserves that 
significantly impact on the wilderness and biodiversity values. 

Strategies 
• Survey the reserves to gain a better understanding of the introduced fauna species present, 

monitor the impacts on the wilderness and biodiversity values, and implement control 
programs. 

• Liaise with neighbouring landowners and the Eyre Peninsula NRM Board to control foxes, cats 
and rabbits as part of strategic regional programs. 

• Research fox behaviour within the reserves, to gain a better understanding of their density and 
distribution. 

• Continue fox baiting in accordance with regional programs and monitor the results. 
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7 MANAGING FIRE 
Fires that occur in the reserves are usually a result of lightning strikes and farming activities on 
adjacent land (harvest fires and escaped burn-offs).  Electrical storms with numerous lightning 
strikes generally occur in the period from November to March across the district. 

Fire regimes in the reserves have undoubtedly changed since European arrival with land clearance 
and agricultural activities altering native fire practices and changing the temporal and spatial 
occurrence of fires.  Hincks Wilderness Protection Area and Conservation Park have been extensively 
burnt during the last 50 years, experiencing a significant number of fires with a temporal and spatial 
distribution that have resulted in a mosaic of habitat ages.  Hambidge Wilderness Protection Area, 
Bascombe Well Conservation Park, and Barwell Conservation Park have fewer recorded fires during 
the same period.  While fires in these reserves have been relatively small, in January 2000 a significant 
fire burnt 28,500 hectares (approximately 75%) of Hambidge Wilderness Protection Area over a nine-
day period.  No fires have been recorded for the comparatively small reserves of Peachna, 
Shannon, Verran Tanks, and Wharminda Conservation Parks. 

DEH, in conjunction with Flinders University, is conducting a research project to determine the fire 
frequency of remnant mallee ecosystems on Eyre Peninsula, and the response of flora and fauna 
species to fire.  The project has been developed to analyse how flora and fauna react to 
contrasting fire regimes.  The fauna component of the project concentrates on determining how 
reptiles and insects disperse across burnt and unburnt boundaries.  The flora component of the 
project concentrates on the difference in vegetation and soil characteristics between the 
different fire regimes. 

The project has identified that there are major gaps in knowledge regarding the role that repeated 
fire has on the structure of native flora communities, how fauna recolonise areas after fire, and the 
role that refuge populations play in recolonisation.  The outcome of the project is intended to 
improve the way DEH utilises fire to manage remnant vegetation for biodiversity conservation. 

The community on Eyre Peninsula has expressed concern about the threats posed by bushfires 
during the fire danger season, especially in light of recent fire events.  DEH will respond to fires 
using techniques that minimise the impacts of fire suppression activities on natural and wilderness 
values and the risk to fire fighters.  During appropriate spring or autumn conditions, fires may be left 
to burn out to enhance conservation values if the fire does not pose any threat to neighbouring 
property or life.  Factors such as weather conditions, access, and threat to off-reserve assets will be 
considered when making these decisions. 

As previously noted (in Section 6.3 Native Vegetation), Phytophthora has not been discovered 
within the reserves covered by this management plan.  However, Hincks Wilderness Protection 
Area, and Bascombe Well, Hincks, Peachna, and Shannon Conservation Parks fall within an area 
vulnerable to Phytophthora.  It is therefore important to ensure that any fire fighting equipment or 
vehicles that are used in the event of a fire, including for prescribed burning, undergo correct 
Phytophthora hygiene practices prior to entering the reserves, as per DEH policy. 

National Parks and Wildlife Act Reserves 
As much as possible, fires will be managed to limit the impact on conservation values of the 
reserves, neighbouring properties and to protect life and property.  DEH will plan and conduct 
prescribed burning within the reserves to limit the area of large fires, and to promote conservation 
values. 

Wilderness Protection Act Reserves 
As much as possible, fires will be managed to limit the impact on wilderness values of the reserves, 
neighbouring properties and to protect life.  DEH will plan and conduct prescribed burning within 
the reserves to limit the area of large fires, to continue research into the relationships between fire 
and the natural communities, and to promote wilderness values.  Prescribed burning is permitted 
under the Wilderness Code of Management as an essential management operation to restore 
ecological processes such as protecting threatened species and to mitigate hazard to human life, 
and for the purposes of research. 

For all reserves covered by this plan, firebreaks and internal tracks will be maintained to provide 
control lines and access for fire fighting.  Where the landscape determines that fire control lines 
and access are more appropriately located off-reserve, DEH will negotiate issues with adjoining 
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property owners and the CFS.  Some fire tracks within the reserves may be rationalised as part of 
this process. 

A fire management plan will be prepared for the reserves, in consultation with adjoining CFS 
Groups and the District Bushfire Prevention Committee, to integrate district fire management.   
Stakeholders and the wider community will also be consulted to ensure an understanding of the 
fire risks and mitigating actions being proposed or undertaken in the reserves. 

Fire management planning will: 
- identify natural and cultural heritage values and built assets; 

- provide a framework for the management of bushfire suppression, including identification of 
strategic access and control lines; 

- provide a framework for prescribed burning for ecological management and fuel reduction 
purposes; and 

- be in accordance with the Wilderness Code of Management, for Hambidge and Hincks 
Wilderness Protection Areas. 

 Objectives 
Manage fire to ensure the protection of life and property, the maintenance of biodiversity, and 
the protection of natural, cultural and built values. 

Manage fire to ensure the protection of wilderness values in Hambidge and Hincks Wilderness 
Protection Areas. 

Strategies 
• Develop, implement and review fire management plans in association with the Country Fire 

Service (CFS) and other stakeholders. 

• Continue to work with the relevant District Bushfire Prevention Committee and CFS to minimise 
risk to life and property within and surrounding the reserves. 

• Respond to fires using techniques that minimise the impacts of fire suppression activities and the 
risk to fire fighters.  Allow fires outside of the fire danger season that do not threaten neighbouring 
property or life to burn out. 

• Ensure that fire suppression activities do not adversely affect the wilderness values of Hambidge 
and Hincks Wilderness Protection Areas. 

• Regularly maintain firebreaks and internal tracks for access for fire fighting.   

• Liaise with neighbouring landowners, and the CFS where appropriate, regarding the creation of 
control lines and fire access tracks off-reserve. 

• Undertake prescribed burning within the reserves to limit the potential for large areas to be 
burnt in a single event and to manage conservation values. 

• To limit the introduction of Phytophthora into the reserves as a result of fighting fires, vehicles, 
plant and equipment used during the fire suppression methods will undergo Phytophthora 
hygiene practices as per DEH policy prior to entering the reserves. 

• Continue to conduct research to improve the way DEH manages fire for biodiversity 
conservation in remnant mallee ecosystems. 

• Consult and engage stakeholders and the wider community to increase the understanding of 
fire risk, mitigating actions and biodiversity management considerations for managing fire.  
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8 MANAGING CULTURAL HERITAGE 
8.1 Indigenous Heritage 
Nauo and Barngarla Culture and Heritage 
The land comprising the reserves within this management plan forms part of the ‘Country’ of the 
Nauo and Barngarla people (Tindale, 1974). 

Following colonial settlement, the Nauo and Barngarla populations were substantially reduced as 
a result of introduced diseases, dispersal, dispossession of their land and water supplies, and 
sometimes through violent conflict.  Today, Nauo and Barngarla people still practise their culture 
and language.  Some of the language and traditional stories have been recorded.  However, to 
date, the full extent of Aboriginal heritage within the reserves covered in this management plan 
has not been comprehensively researched.  

Due to historical or cultural reasons, any knowledge of the cultural heritage of the region may be 
privileged to selected Nauo and Barngarla people and therefore unable to be recorded.  Given 
the lack of existing information, it is considered important that further research be undertaken in 
order to gain a better understanding of the Aboriginal occupancy and use of the area. 

Aboriginal Heritage Act 1988  
The purpose of the Aboriginal Heritage Act 1988 is the protection and preservation of Aboriginal 
sites, objects and remains.   ‘Aboriginal site’ and ‘Aboriginal object’ are defined under the Act as  
‘an area of land or an object that is of significance according to Aboriginal tradition; or that is of 
significance to Aboriginal archaeology, anthropology or history.’  The Aboriginal Affairs and 
Reconciliation Division (AARD) of the Department of the Premier and Cabinet maintains a Central 
Archive, including the Register of Aboriginal Sites and Objects. 

Currently two registered archaeological sites are listed on the Central Archive for Shannon 
Conservation Park.  These recordings do not reflect a comprehensive survey of the park, however, 
and there may be other, as yet unidentified, Aboriginal sites, objects or remains in the reserves.  In 
carrying out the activities and strategies envisaged in this plan, DEH will ensure that it complies with 
the Aboriginal Heritage Act 1988. 

To ensure the protection of sites, DEH shall consult with AARD and the relevant regional Aboriginal 
heritage committees before commencement of significant development works.  

Objective 
Ensure that any Aboriginal sites, objects and remains are protected and preserved.   

Strategies 
• Consult with the relevant regional Aboriginal heritage committees and relevant Government 

Aboriginal heritage authorities in decisions regarding the management of Aboriginal heritage. 

• Identify and protect any Aboriginal sites, objects and remains in cooperation with the relevant 
regional Aboriginal heritage committees, AARD and other relevant authorities. 

• In consultation with the relevant regional Aboriginal heritage committees, submit cultural sites 
and stories that relate to the park for inclusion on the AARD Central Archive. 

8.2 Non-Indigenous Heritage  
Bascombe Well Conservation Park has a long history of pastoral occupation prior to its 
proclamation in 1970.  Price Maurice originally leased the area now known as Bascombe Well 
Conservation Park and in 1872 John Bascomb of Terre Station took over this lease until his death in 
1878.  The land continued to be leased by a number of people, largely for the purpose of running 
sheep.  The Government resumed the land by 1967, and it was finally proclaimed as Bascombe 
Well Conservation Park in 1970 (Wiseman, 1998). 

Several ruins remain within the park as evidence of this previous use.  In the south-east corner of 
the park is the Corunna Wells Ruin.  This area consists of the ruins of old wells, an old corrugated 
tank, a corrugated tin shed, a stone ramp-like structure, a sheep dip, a tractor, a hut that was 
previously used as a residence, and several stone walls.  In the south-west area of the park is the 
East End Ruin, which consists of a large stone tank, a trough, a timber yard, and a corrugated 
tank.  Further north along the track are the ruins of the main Bascombe Well Homestead, 
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comprising a hut, tanks and a well.  Stone walls also run throughout the park.  The ruins, in their 
former state, were an important part of the early pastoral use of the area (Wiseman, 1998), and 
today they provide insight into the life of the pastoralists.  Wiseman (1998) suggests that there may 
be several other ruins located within the park. 

None of the ruins in Bascombe Well Conservation Park are listed on the State Heritage Register.  
DEH will encourage a heritage survey of the park, in particular around the key ruin sites, to formally 
locate and record all ruin sites, and to gain a better understanding of their extent and location.   
Management to stabilise the ruins may be undertaken as required.

As most of the visitor use to Bascombe Well Conservation Park concentrates around the ruin sites, 
the ruins will remain within the reserve and will be made safe for visitors.  DEH may consider 
creating minimal impact interpretation for the key ruin sites, for example self-guided tour 
brochures. 

Peachna Conservation Park contains an old well, and Verran Tanks Conservation Park contains a 
tank.   

Objective 
Ensure that any sites or items of heritage significance are appropriately protected and interpreted.  

Strategies 
• Encourage a heritage survey of Bascombe Well Conservation Park, especially detailed broader 

site surveys around Corunna Wells Ruin and East End Ruin. 

• Ensure that the ruins are made safe for visitors entering Bascombe Well Conservation Park. 

• Liaise with the Heritage Branch of DEH to record and protect sites of historical significance 
within the reserves. 
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9 MANAGING TOURISM AND RECREATION 
This section provides the visitor management strategy for Hambidge and Hincks Wilderness 
Protection Areas as required by the Wilderness Code of Management.  It also provides for the 
management of visitors for the other reserves managed within this plan. 

The Visitor Management Strategy for Hambidge and Hincks Wilderness Protection Areas identifies 
that the reserves will be managed for self-reliant visitors without the requirement for increasing 
levels of access and in a way that minimises the impacts on the wilderness values.  Visitors to the 
wilderness protection areas are encouraged to practice the principles outlined in the Minimum 
Impact Code (Appendix B). 

9.1 Visitor Use 
Visitor use will be encouraged in Hambidge and Hincks Wilderness Protection Areas and 
Bascombe Well Conservation Park.  The other reserves are not considered appropriate for visitor 
use, due to the lack of access and defined areas of visitor interest. 

Visitor numbers within the reserves are low.  Activities undertaken by visitors include four-wheel 
driving, picnicking, camping, viewing wildlife and the ruins, and conducting scientific research.   

The main recreational pursuit at Bascombe Well Conservation Park is picnicking, which is 
undertaken at the ruins. 

Hincks Wilderness Protection Area receives minimal use, with the majority of visitors travelling 
through or camping on Nicholl’s Track.  Hambidge Wilderness Protection Area also receives 
minimal use, with visitors entering the reserve to visit Prominent Hill.   

The Wilderness Code of Management provides for public use and enjoyment of wilderness areas 
where compatible with maximising wilderness quality.  The levels and type of visitor use of the 
wilderness protection areas should be monitored to ensure visitors do not adversely affect the 
wilderness qualities of the reserves. 

DEH currently has no available information for visitors wishing to access these reserves, and will 
give consideration to establishing a self-guided tour brochure for Bascombe Well Conservation 
Park in particular.   

Objective 
Promote self-reliant opportunities for visitor use to Bascombe Well Conservation Park, and 
Hambidge and Hincks Wilderness Protection Areas. 

Strategies 
• Design self-guided interpretive information for visitors accessing Bascombe Well Conservation 

Park, and Hambidge and Hincks Wilderness Protection Areas. 

• Monitor the levels and type of visitor use of the Wilderness Protection Areas to ensure visitors do 
not adversely affect the wilderness qualities of the reserves. 

9.2 Visitor Access 
There is no internal access within Barwell, Hincks, Peachna, Shannon, Verran Tanks, and 
Wharminda Conservation Parks.  It is not proposed to create access within these reserves. 

There is only four-wheel drive access within Bascombe Well Conservation Park, and Hambidge 
and Hincks Wilderness Protection Areas.  These access tracks receive little maintenance, and are 
only suited to experienced and self-reliant visitors. 

There are a number of internal four-wheel drive tracks in Bascombe Well Conservation Park 
(Figure 2) that are to remain open for visitor use.  The track from the northern ruins to the northern 
border of the park, and east along the northern park boundary, will be maintained for public use 
and fire management purposes.  A four-wheel drive track from the south-eastern boundary to the 
East End Ruin will also be maintained. 

A four-wheel drive track known as Nicholl’s Track, which will be maintained, runs from north to 
south through Hincks Wilderness Protection Area, and another track from east to west, known as 
Verran Track, will also be maintained.  Verran Track affords expansive views of the reserve and of 
Blue Range to the south-east.  There is also a track on the eastern boundary that allows access 
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into the reserve.  Vehicle access on this track will only be maintained for 1.5 km from the boundary 
to an informal viewing area that provides spectacular vistas over the reserve.  The track, and 
associated secondary tracks to the south and west, will be closed from this point, as they are 
deemed inappropriate from a public risk perspective, as the terrain is too difficult and steep, and 
the ongoing risk of erosion is too great.  Walking access will be allowed from that point on 
(Figure 3).  An overgrown track crossing the north-eastern corner of the reserve will not be 
maintained in order to further the natural restoration of wilderness quality to that part of the 
reserve. 

An access track, which enters Hambidge Wilderness Protection Area from the southern border and 
terminates at Prominent Hill, and has fine views of the surrounding landscape, will be maintained. 

Objectives 
Minimise the impact of all forms of visitor access on the wilderness quality and biodiversity values of 
the reserves. 

Provide and maintain access for self-reliant visitors into Bascombe Well Conservation Park, and 
Hambidge and Hincks Wilderness Protection Areas. 

Strategies 
• Maintain existing levels of access to Bascombe Well Conservation Park, and Hambidge and 

Hincks Wilderness Protection Areas. 

• Close the track in the eastern part of Hincks Wilderness Protection Area after 1.5 km from the 
park boundary and the track in the north-eastern part of the reserve to vehicles. 

9.3 Visitor Facilities  
There are no formal visitor facilities in any of the reserves, as they are intended for self-reliant visitors 
and the level of use does not warrant development of facilities to manage visitor impacts. 

Day Visit Areas 
The ruins within Bascombe Well Conservation Park, the informal camping/picnic area on Nicholl’s 
Track in Hincks Wilderness Protection Area, and the Prominent Hill viewing area in Hambidge 
Wilderness Protection Area are occasionally used as day visit areas.  Visitor numbers within these 
reserves is low and therefore potential impact on wilderness and biodiversity values is minimal. 

Camping 
Camping is permitted in Hincks Wilderness Protection Area on the clearings along Nicholl’s Track.  
Camping also occurs within Bascombe Well Conservation Park at the ruin sites, and will continue 
to be permitted.  Under the Wilderness Regulations 2006 camping may only occur in areas set 
aside by the Director for that purpose.  As such, camping along Nicholl’s Track in Hincks Wilderness 
Protection Area will continue to be permitted. 

Campfires are permitted in Bascombe Well Conservation Park, outside of the fire ban season; 
however, visitors are required to bring their own wood.  Fires are not permitted in Hambidge and 
Hincks Wilderness Protection Areas.  Campers will need to bring gas stoves into the wilderness 
protection areas for cooking, as directed in the Wilderness Code of Management. 

Objective 
Maintain the reserves for self-reliant visitors. 

Strategies 
• Monitor camping sites along Nicholl’s Track in Hincks Wilderness Protection Area, and at the 

ruins in Bascombe Well Conservation Park to ensure that the wilderness and natural values of 
the reserves are not compromised by visitor activities. 

• Continue to permit campfires in Bascombe Well Conservation Park. 

• Manage the reserves for self-reliant visitors without the requirement for the development of 
visitor facilities. 
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9.4 Commercial Tourism 
Private tour operators undertaking commercial activities within the reserves covered by this plan 
are required to hold a Commercial Licence, pursuant to regulation 37 of the National Parks and 
Wildlife (National Parks) Regulations 2001 and regulation 31 of the Wilderness Protection 
Regulations 2006.  A number of commercial tour operators already hold Commercial Licences to 
bring groups of paying clients to Hambidge and Hincks Wilderness Protection Areas and 
Bascombe Well Conservation Park, and occasionally conduct specialised tours to these reserves.  
Licence fees are paid into the General Reserves Trust and are used to improve visitor services and 
facilities within reserves.  

Should a commercial tour operator wish to enter a reserve, licenses are available from DEH.  Four-
wheel drive touring within these reserves is consistent with the objectives of this plan. 

Objective 
Provide for the use of the reserves by approved, licensed tourism operators. 

Strategies 
• Review existing commercial visitor service operations and consider additional requests to allow 

private sector and other parties to undertake commercial tourism ventures on the reserves.  
Issue Commercial Licences under section 35(4) of the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1972 and 
section 28(4) of the Wilderness Protection Act 1992 for appropriate use of the reserves by tour 
operators, if their activities are consistent with the objectives of this management plan. 

• Ensure all commercial tour operators conducting tours in Hambidge and Hincks Wilderness 
Protection Areas comply with the Minimum Impact Code for visitors to wilderness areas. 
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10 MANAGING RESOURCE USE  
10.1 Exploration and Mining 
The reserves within this management plan that allow for exploration and mining under state mining 
legislation are Barwell, Bascombe Well, Hincks, Peachna, and Shannon Conservation Parks.  
Specifically: 

- Barwell Conservation Park: provides for access under the Mining Act 1971, and only 55% of the 
reserve (being property section Allotment 150 of Deposited Plan 39194) provides for access 
under the Petroleum Act 2000; 

- Bascombe Well Conservation Park: section 2, Hundred of Blesing, provides for access under the 
Mining Act 1971, comprising 3.5% of the park; 

- Hincks, Peachna and Shannon Conservation Parks: provide for access under the Mining Act 1971. 

It is a requirement of an approval to carry out exploration activities under the Mining Act 1971 that 
a Declaration of Environmental Factors (DEF) is submitted as part of an exploration work approval 
application for activities in sensitive areas.  For mining activities, companies submit a Mining and 
Rehabilitation Plan (MARP) as part of their licence application, which identifies environmental 
impacts and proposed management techniques. 

The presence of Phytophthora across much of the region (see Section 5.3 Native Vegetation) is 
such that strict conditions will be placed on any licence approved for exploration and mining 
activities in the reserves.   

The following conditions may form part of licence and activity approvals applied to exploration 
and extraction activities in Barwell, Bascombe Well, Hincks, Peachna, and Shannon Conservation 
Parks, but may not be restricted to: 

- all mineral exploration activities will require a DEF; 

- prior to being taken into the park all footwear, machinery, equipment and tools must be 
washed down to prevent the introduction and spread of Phytophthora in accordance with 
standard Phytophthora hygiene practices; 

- exploration techniques must be utilised in a manner that minimises impacts on the natural and 
cultural values of the reserves, and specifically, licensees are to avoid any exploratory activity 
that will be detrimental to local populations of flora and fauna, in particular destruction of 
vegetation including large trees (either dead or alive) that provide important refuges for fauna; 

- progressive rehabilitation of any disturbance associated with works will be required, with 
rehabilitation activities to be completed within six months of the cessation of activities; 

- Notice of Entry must be provided to the Senior Environmental Officer - Mining at least 21 days 
prior to commencement of activities, and contact must be maintained with the park manager 
or delegate throughout the work program; and 

- operators must comply with additional recommendations made by DEH in relation to carrying 
out their activities. 

Other areas of environmental sensitivity that should not receive undue disturbance may be 
identified for higher-level conditions in the licence or works approvals for exploration and mining 
activities at Barwell, Bascombe Well, Hincks, Peachna, and Shannon Conservation Parks.  Sensitive 
environments that contain high conservation value include, but are not limited to: 

- flora and fauna of conservation significance which are known to exist in the region, including 
the Metallic Sun-orchid (AUS:E; SA:E), the Sandhill Dunnart (AUS:E; SA:E), the West Coast 
Mintbush (AUS:V; SA:V), the Resin Wattle (AUS:V; SA:V), the Yellow Swainson-pea (AUS:V; SA:R), 
and the Malleefowl (AUS:V; SA:V) (see Appendix C for conservation status codes); 

- the River Red Gum woodland in Bascombe Well and Shannon Conservation Parks; 

- the wilderness quality of Hincks Wilderness Protection Area; 

- the registered archaeological sites in Shannon Conservation Park; 

- the heritage and tourism value of ruins in Bascombe Well Conservation Park; and 

- areas adjacent to visitor tracks. 
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Intensive exploration activity may only be approved in identified areas of environmental sensitivity 
if less intensive exploration indicates that there is a high likelihood of an economically viable 
mineral deposit.  Development of economic mineral deposits within Barwell, Bascombe Well, 
Hincks, Peachna, and Shannon Conservation Parks will be subject to extensive consultation with 
DEH and strict controls over and above general park provisions will be required and determined 
on a case-by-case basis. 

Exploration activities adjacent to reserves where mining is excluded may require a buffer zone 
around the reserves to provide extra protection for the conservation and wilderness values of the 
reserves.  The size of the buffer and its conditions will be determined on a case-by-case basis.  
According to the Wilderness Code of Management, DEH is required to liaise with adjoining 
landowners to ensure that adverse impacts on the wilderness quality of an area resulting from 
activities on the adjoining land are minimised or prevented.  A buffer zone around the reserves 
may be required to prevent adverse impacts on the wilderness quality and biodiversity of the 
reserves, such as weed spread into the reserves, or degradation of the reserve boundary. 

As noted above, where licences cover country considered sensitive to exploration and mining 
activity, conditions of use over and above general park provisions may be specified.  Close liaison 
is to be maintained with the reserve manager if any activity is approved in these environments 
and operators are required to comply with special directions given for ameliorating any impacts. 

Objective 
Ensure that mineral or petroleum exploration or extraction activities in Barwell, Bascombe Well, 
Hincks, Peachna, and Shannon Conservation Parks is undertaken in a manner that minimises 
disturbance, and long term or irreversible impacts, to landscape, wildlife, cultural features and 
visitor experience. 

Strategies 
• Liaise with operators engaged in mineral and petroleum exploration or extraction activities in 

the reserves regarding the conservation values of the reserves to ensure minimisation of 
environmental impacts, to prevent undue disturbance and to ensure compliance with the 
objectives of this management plan. 

• Monitor mineral and petroleum activities occurring within the reserves. 
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11 INVOLVING THE COMMUNITY 
Regional Communities and Park Neighbours 
DEH supports and promotes partnerships and cooperative management arrangements to ensure 
integrated natural resource management. This requires the development of effective working 
relationships with government agencies, local authorities, non-government organisations and the 
local community.  With regard to the reserves covered by this management plan, this involves 
ongoing management links to the District Councils of Cleve, Elliston, Lower Eyre Peninsula, and 
Tumby Bay, Eyre Peninsula NRM Board, Native Title Claimants, and key community stakeholders. 

DEH also recognises the importance of developing ongoing partnership arrangements, 
participating in regional management programs and contributing to community organisations 
and boards including Landcare groups, the Integrated Pest Management (IPM) project, the Eyre 
Peninsula NRM Board, and Local Government. 

As previously indicated (in Section 6.6 Introduced Animals), the Eastern IPM and West Coast IPM 
programs are actively involved in reducing and monitoring introduced animal numbers across the 
Eyre Peninsula.  The IPM projects are conducted in partnership with the Eyre Peninsula NRM Board.  
As previously indicated (in Section 7 Managing Fire), there is a fire research project being 
undertaken by the Flinders University, in conjunction with DEH.  Currently, a partnership is in the 
process of being formed with this project team and the IPM projects on the Eyre Peninsula.  This 
project is intending to last for four years.   

Over 400 landholders on central and western Eyre Peninsula are involved in the West Coast IPM 
Program, a Natural Heritage Trust-funded program that is managed by a partnership of four state 
and regional agencies. 

DEH will liaise with the CFS with regard to fire management operations or fire control works within the 
reserves. 

Objective 
Maintain cooperative working relationships for conservation outcomes. 

Strategies 
• Consult with the local council, relevant management boards, the local community and other 

relevant bodies to explore the benefits of partnership arrangements that will support future 
management decisions on issues of common interest. 

• Encourage and contribute to the development of partnership arrangements to integrate 
biodiversity and recreation management in the region, with organisations that have an interest 
in contributing to the sustainable management of the reserves. 

• Provide opportunities for volunteer and community groups to assist in the management and 
monitoring of the reserves by facilitating the implementation of programmed activities. 
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12 MANAGING RESERVE TENURE 
Boundary Rationalisation 
The impact of external influences on the wilderness quality of Hambidge and Hincks Wilderness 
Protection Areas is currently low, however surrounding land uses have the potential to cause a 
high impact on the wilderness quality of the reserves as the reserves are isolated.  The addition of 
land to the reserves will be considered where it provides significant management, nature 
conservation, or recreation benefits.  

An unmade road reserve runs parallel to Nicholl’s Track in Hincks Wilderness Protection Area and 
effectively splits the reserve into two portions (see Figure 3).  To reduce the risk associated with the 
unmade road reserve and minimise any potential impacts the road closure may have on local 
communities, DEH, in consultation with the relevant authorities and adjacent landowners, will close 
the road reserve and add the land to the Hincks Wilderness Protection Area.  The Wilderness 
Protection Act 1992 has no expedient provision for adding land to an existing wilderness protection 
area other than under section 22 of the Act, which requires the Wilderness Advisory Committee to 
prepare a report on the proposed addition for release for consultation by the Minister. 

Objective 
Achieve maximum biodiversity conservation and optimal reserve boundaries for management 
purposes and recreation outcomes. 

Strategy 
• In consultation with neighbouring landowners and relevant government authorities, incorporate 

the unmade road reserve into Hincks Wilderness Protection Area. 

12.1 Public Utilities 
Other than a high voltage powerline that crosses the eastern boundary of Wharminda Conservation 
Park, there are no public utilities within the reserves covered by this plan.  During any maintenance of 
the powerline, unnecessary disturbance of soil should be avoided and service crew and vehicles 
moving between sites should consider hygiene issues with regard to transmission of plant pathogens.  

DEH policy discourages the location of utilities on reserves, unless the proponents can demonstrate 
that alternative locations have received full consideration, and the utility will not compromise the 
conservation or recreation values of the reserves.  Protection of reserve values is a priority, and 
reserves should not be considered to be a convenient option for the location of public utilities due to 
their status as public land. 

DEH would oppose the establishment of any new public utilities within the reserves covered by this 
management plan, given their significance for biodiversity conservation.  DEH policy discourages 
the location of utilities on reserves, unless proponents can demonstrate that: 

- alternative locations have received full consideration; and 

- the utility will not compromise the conservation values of the reserve.  

Any future proposal for public utilities within the reserves will be subject to an environmental 
assessment, and must be consistent with DEH policy and the provisions of this management plan. 

Objectives 
Ensure public utilities do not negatively impact on the wilderness and biodiversity values of the 
reserves. 

Ensure that all future public utilities proposals for developments within the reserves are consistent 
with reserve values. 

Strategies 
• Require an environmental assessment for all proposals to locate public utilities within or over the 

reserves, and ensure that all proposals are consistent with current DEH policy and the provisions 
of this management plan. 

• Liaise with utility companies to ensure DEH is informed of scheduled or emergency 
maintenance to their facilities within the reserves and to ensure that the natural and 
recreational values of the reserves are maintained. 
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• Reduce the risk of transmission of plant pathogens and pest plants by maintenance crews by 
ensuring that service vehicles and employees follow the provisions of the Threat Abatement 
Plan for Dieback Caused by the Root-rot Fungus Phytophthora cinnamomi (Environment 
Australia, 2001). 

• Maintain liaison with ETSA regarding the powerline crossing the boundary of Wharminda 
Conservation Park. 
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SUMMARY OF MANAGEMENT STRATEGIES 
ZONING 

• Zone the conservation parks as Conservation Zones, with the primary purpose of conserving 
the biodiversity values of the reserves. 

• Ensure that the District Councils of Elliston and Lower Eyre Peninsula consider re-zoning the 
reserves to “Conservation Zones” when their respective Development Plans are next revised. 

MANAGING NATURAL HERITAGE 

Geology, Soils and Landform  
• Regulate visitor and management impact to conserve the soil within the reserves, particularly 

Hambidge and Hincks Wilderness Protection Areas, and Bascombe Well Conservation Park. 

Hydrology 
• Liaise with the Eyre Peninsula NRM Board regarding management and rehabilitation of 

regional groundwater resources and the impact of any proposed activities on the 
conservation values of the reserves. 

• Liaise with DWLBC regarding any activities to undertake monitoring of bores to prevent undue 
disturbance and to ensure compliance with the objectives of this management plan. 

• Monitor the health of Red Gum woodlands in Bascombe Well Conservation Park, and 
encourage research to further understand the relationship between the Red Gum woodlands 
and the hydrology present. 

Native Vegetation 
• Monitor populations of conservation significance and implement management actions, if 

required, for their conservation, consistent with the maintenance of wilderness quality. 

• Encourage and support research into the floristic diversity of the reserves, including the impacts 
on, and conservation measures for, species and ecosystems of conservation significance. 

• Encourage and support research into the unnamed white spider orchid referred to as 
Arachnorchis aff. arenaria to enable taxonomic classification and conservation assessment. 

• Implement recovery plans for nationally threatened species. 

• Monitor the reserves for the presence of introduced pathogens and implement control 
measures as necessary. 

• Continue to promote awareness amongst DEH staff and the wider community of the potential 
for introduction and establishment of Phytophthora, the plant species susceptible to it, and 
indicators of its presence. 

• Ensure vehicles, equipment, and footwear are clean prior to entering the reserves, and that all 
raw materials, such as rubble, gravel, sand, soil and water, and all plants, brought into the 
reserves are free of Phytophthora. 

• Ensure that park values are protected by encouraging park neighbours to maintain fencing as 
required. 

Native Fauna 
• Encourage and support research to conduct fauna surveys and undertake population 

monitoring and management activities within the reserves, particularly to expand current 
knowledge of fauna in the reserves (including invertebrates) and to identify the habitat 
requirements of native fauna. 

• Encourage and support research to confirm the presence of the Sandhill Dunnart in 
Hambidge Wilderness Protection Area, and the Bush Rat and Grey-bellied Dunnart in Hincks 
Wilderness Protection Area, and implement management actions to ensure their protection 
and survival. 
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• Identify and protect significant fauna habitats and integrate habitat management with native 
revegetation efforts, weed management programs, and species recovery plans. 

• Implement recovery plans for nationally threatened species. 

• Expand on previous Malleefowl monitoring by undertaking a long-term monitoring project to 
measure the abundance of Malleefowl within the reserves. 

• Monitor total grazing pressure by kangaroos and effects on the flora and fauna within the 
reserves. 

Introduced Plants 
• Liaise with neighbouring property owners to minimise the spread of weed species within the 

reserves. 

• Liaise with the Eyre Peninsula NRM Board to develop and implement regional control programs 
for introduced species. 

• Further monitor the reserves to gain a better understanding of the weed species present. 

• Develop a weed management strategy for the reserves, in particular for Bridal Creeper control. 

Introduced Animals 
• Survey the reserves to gain a better understanding of the introduced fauna species present, 

monitor the impacts on the wilderness and biodiversity values, and implement control programs. 

• Liaise with neighbouring landowners and the Eyre Peninsula NRM Board to control foxes, cats 
and rabbits as part of strategic regional programs. 

• Research fox behaviour within the reserves, to gain a better understanding of their density and 
distribution. 

• Continue fox baiting in accordance with regional programs and monitor the results. 

MANAGING FIRE 

• Develop, implement and review fire management plans in association with the Country Fire 
Service (CFS) and other stakeholders. 

• Continue to work with the relevant District Bushfire Prevention Committee and CFS to minimise 
risk to life and property within and surrounding the reserves. 

• Respond to fires using techniques that minimise the impacts of fire suppression activities and the 
risk to fire fighters.  Allow fires outside of the fire danger season that do not threaten 
neighbouring property or life to burn out. 

• Ensure that fire suppression activities do not adversely affect the wilderness values of Hambidge 
and Hincks Wilderness Protection Areas. 

• Regularly maintain firebreaks and internal tracks for access for fire fighting.   

• Liaise with neighbouring landowners, and the CFS where appropriate, regarding the creation 
of control lines and fire access tracks off-reserve. 

• Undertake prescribed burning within the reserves to limit the potential for large areas to be 
burnt in a single event and to manage conservation values. 

• To limit the introduction of Phytophthora into the reserves as a result of fighting fires, vehicles, 
plant and equipment used during the fire suppression methods will undergo Phytophthora 
hygiene practices as per DEH policy prior to entering the reserves. 

• Continue to conduct research to improve the way DEH manages fire for biodiversity 
conservation in remnant mallee ecosystems. 

• Consult and engage stakeholders and the wider community to increase the understanding of 
fire risk, mitigating actions and biodiversity management considerations for managing fire. 
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MANAGING CULTURAL HERITAGE 

Indigenous Heritage 
• Consult with the relevant regional Aboriginal heritage committees and relevant Government 

Aboriginal heritage authorities in decisions regarding the management of Aboriginal heritage. 

• Identify and protect any Aboriginal sites, objects and remains in cooperation with the relevant 
regional Aboriginal heritage committees, AARD and other relevant authorities. 

• In consultation with the relevant regional Aboriginal heritage committees, submit cultural sites 
and stories that relate to the park for inclusion on the AARD Central Archive. 

Non-Indigenous Heritage 
• Encourage a heritage survey of Bascombe Well Conservation Park, especially detailed 

broader site surveys around Corunna Wells Ruin and East End Ruin. 

• Ensure that the ruins are made safe for visitors entering Bascombe Well Conservation Park. 

• Liaise with the Heritage Branch of DEH to record and protect sites of historical significance 
within the reserves. 

MANAGING TOURISM AND RECREATION 

Visitor Use 
• Design self-guided interpretive information for visitors accessing Bascombe Well Conservation 

Park, and Hambidge and Hincks Wilderness Protection Areas. 

• Monitor the levels and type of visitor use of the Wilderness Protection Areas to ensure visitors 
do not adversely affect the wilderness qualities of the reserves. 

Visitor Access 
• Maintain existing levels of access to Bascombe Well Conservation Park, and Hambidge and 

Hincks Wilderness Protection Areas. 

• Close the track in the eastern part of Hincks Wilderness Protection Area after 1.5 km from the 
park boundary and the track in the north-eastern part of the reserve to vehicles. 

Visitor Facilities 
• Monitor camping sites along Nicholl’s Track in Hincks Wilderness Protection Area, and at the 

ruins in Bascombe Well Conservation Park to ensure that the wilderness and natural values of 
the reserves are not compromised by visitor activities. 

• Continue to permit campfires in Bascombe Well Conservation Park. 

• Manage the reserves for self-reliant visitors without the requirement for the development of 
visitor facilities. 

Commercial Tourism 
• Review existing commercial visitor service operations and consider additional requests to 

allow private sector and other parties to undertake commercial tourism ventures on the 
reserves.  Issue Commercial Licences under section 35(4) of the National Parks and Wildlife Act 
1972 and section 28(4) of the Wilderness Protection Act 1992 for appropriate use of the 
reserves by tour operators, if their activities are consistent with the objectives of this 
management plan. 

• Ensure all commercial tour operators conducting tours in Hambidge and Hincks Wilderness 
Protection Areas comply with the Minimum Impact Code for visitors to wilderness areas. 
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MANAGING RESOURCE USE 

Exploration and Mining 
• Liaise with operators engaged in mineral and petroleum exploration or extraction activities in 

the reserves regarding the conservation values of the reserves to ensure minimisation of 
environmental impacts, to prevent undue disturbance and to ensure compliance with the 
objectives of this management plan. 

• Monitor mineral and petroleum activities occurring within the reserves. 

INVOLVING THE COMMUNITY  

• Consult with the local council, relevant management boards, the local community and other 
relevant bodies to explore the benefits of partnership arrangements that will support future 
management decisions on issues of common interest. 

• Encourage and contribute to the development of partnership arrangements to integrate 
biodiversity and recreation management in the region, with organisations that have an 
interest in contributing to the sustainable management of the reserves. 

• Provide opportunities for volunteer and community groups to assist in the management and 
monitoring of the reserves by facilitating the implementation of programmed activities. 

MANAGING RESERVE TENURE 

• In consultation with neighbouring landowners and relevant government authorities, incorporate 
the unmade road reserve into Hincks Wilderness Protection Area. 

Public Utilities 
• Require an environmental assessment for all proposals to locate public utilities within or over 

the reserves, and ensure that all proposals are consistent with current DEH policy and the 
provisions of this management plan. 

• Liaise with utility companies to ensure DEH is informed of scheduled or emergency 
maintenance to their facilities within the reserves and to ensure that the natural and 
recreational values of the reserves are maintained. 

• Reduce the risk of transmission of plant pathogens and pest plants by maintenance crews by 
ensuring that service vehicles and employees follow the provisions of the Threat Abatement 
Plan for Dieback Caused by the Root-rot Fungus Phytophthora cinnamomi (Environment 
Australia, 2001). 

• Maintain liaison with ETSA regarding the powerline crossing the boundary of Wharminda 
Conservation Park. 
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APPENDIX A: WILDERNESS CODE OF MANAGEMENT   

1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 This Code is the Wilderness Code of Management prescribed in the Wilderness 
Protection Act 1992. 

1.2 Any terms used in this Code have the same meaning as those used in the Wilderness 
Protection Act and the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1972. 

1.3 A wilderness area means land constituted under the Wilderness Protection Act, 1992 
as a Wilderness Protection Area or Wilderness Protection Zone. 

2. OBJECTIVES OF WILDERNESS MANAGEMENT 

2.1 To maximise the naturalness and remoteness, ie. the wilderness quality, of wilderness 
areas, and in particular: 
(i) protect and, where practicable, enhance wilderness quality; 
(ii) protect wildlife and ecological processes; 
(iii) control and, where practicable, eradicate non-indigenous plants and animals; 
(iv) protect geographical features; 
(v) protect sites of scientific significance; 
(vi) protect sites of historical significance; 
(vii) protect sites of Aboriginal cultural significance; 
(viii) provide for public use and enjoyment where compatible with maximising 

wilderness quality; and 
(ix) promote public awareness of, and education in, the natural features of and 

proper use of wilderness protection areas and wilderness protection zones. 

3. MANAGEMENT PRINCIPLES 

3.1 General Principles 
(i) All management operations will be carried out in a manner consistent with 

maximisation of wilderness quality except where provided for in this Code (see 
3.10). 

(ii) A Plan of Management will be prepared for a designated wilderness area as 
soon as practicable after the area's constitution. The Plan will provide clear 
direction for the protection and management of the wilderness area, in 
particular: 
(a) proposals to achieve the management objectives (2 above); 
(b) priorities for actions, including: 

• the removal of existing incompatible uses and/or structures except 
those permitted under this Code; and 

• appropriate rehabilitation to be undertaken following the removal of 
structures and incompatible uses; 

(c) recognition of the need to review management if indicated by results of 
monitoring and research; 

(iii) No additional incompatible uses and/or structures will be permitted except 
those provided for in this Code. 

(iv) Nothing in this Code derogates from any rights exercised in mining tenements in 
wilderness protection zones. In relation to mining operations in wilderness 
protection zones, environmental protection policies in section 5 of this Code will 
apply. 

3.2 Access and Transport 
(i) The use of vessels, motorised or wheeled transport will be permitted only on 

prescribed access routes, and for emergency and essential management 
operations (see 3.10) when alternative measures which do not degrade the 
wilderness quality of an area are unavailable. 
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(ii) Access routes may be prescribed in a plan of management for use by vessels, 
motorised or wheeled transport in circumstances where this type of transport is 
essential for effective management. 

(iii) Construction of vehicle or walking tracks will be permitted only where re-
direction of existing access requires construction of alternative tracks or for 
management works to achieve objectives identified in a plan of management. 
The construction of vehicle tracks for specific operations as provided for under 
3.6(vi), 3.10 and 5.0 may be permitted on the basis that they will be 
rehabilitated as soon as possible. 

(iv)  Vehicle and walking tracks that are not essential for management purposes as 
specified in 3.10, or for mining operations in wilderness protection zones (see 5.0) 
will be closed and rehabilitated as prescribed in a plan of management. 

(v) Over-flying for recreational purposes under an altitude of 1500m above ground 
level will be prohibited. 

(vi) The landing of aircraft will be prohibited, except by permission of the Director 
and for emergency and essential management operations. Helipads and 
airstrips that are identified as essential for emergencies and management 
operations will be maintained. All other strips or helipads will be rehabilitated as 
soon as possible or allowed to regenerate naturally. 

3.3 Tourism 
(i) Commercial tours may be accommodated where their size and planned 

activities are compatible with maintenance of wilderness quality. Those 
permitted will have obtained a licence and will be conducted in accordance 
with licence conditions, the Visitor Management Strategy for the wilderness 
area (see 3.4), and the Minimum Impact Code (see 6.0). Tour groups will be 
monitored and regulated where necessary to prevent significant adverse 
impacts on wilderness quality and opportunities for solitude. 

3.4 Recreation 
(i) The level and type of visitor use and visitor conduct will be managed in 

accordance with the objectives stated in section 2.0 of this Code. 
(ii) A visitor management strategy that specifies an acceptable level and type of 

visitor use and visitor conduct will be included in the management plan for 
each wilderness area. 

(iii)  Visitor management strategies will include the promotion of the Minimum 
Impact Code and the distribution of any information about the wilderness 
values of particular wilderness areas. 

The following information should be used as a basis for monitoring the 
effectiveness of each strategy: 
(a)  the long-term limits of acceptable change for environmental (wilderness 

quality) and social (opportunities for wilderness dependent experiences) 
conditions within the wilderness area; and 

(b) change in environmental and social conditions within the wilderness area. 

(iv) Constructed walking tracks, signs, track markers and other management 
devices or structures will be used only for essential management operations 
(see 3.2(ii) and 3.10). 

(v) Recreation will be in accordance with the Wilderness Regulations and the 
Minimum Impact Code. 

3.5 Cultural Heritage 
(i) Places, sites and objects of significance to Aboriginal people are protected 

under State and Commonwealth Aboriginal heritage legislation. 
(ii) Access by Aboriginal people to their sites of significance and protection of 

these sites will, as far as possible, be by methods compatible with the 
maintenance of wilderness quality. 

(iii) Nothing in this Code prevents Aboriginal people from doing anything in relation 
to Aboriginal sites, objects or remains in accordance with Aboriginal tradition. 
Furthermore, this Code does not prevent the taking, by Aboriginal people, of 
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native plants, protected animals, or the eggs of protected animals, in 
accordance with the relevant provisions in the National Parks and Wildlife Act. 

(iv) Sites of historic significance will be conserved, using access and methods 
compatible with maintenance of wilderness quality in the long-term. 

(v) Non-Aboriginal structures and artefacts that are of no historic significance, as 
determined by the relevant authority, will be removed or allowed to deteriorate 
naturally. Removal will not be undertaken if the only method of removal 
significantly reduces wilderness quality in the long-term. 

3.6 Fire 
(i) Fire management will be based on continuing research into the fire history of 

the area, the relationships between fire and the natural communities occurring 
within the area, and on the maintenance of wilderness quality. 

(ii) Deliberately lit fires will be used only in emergency situations, and in essential 
management operations as listed in 3.10 and subject to (i) above. 

(iii) Other human caused fires should, where practicable, be extinguished 
consistent with maintenance of wilderness quality. 

(iv) Naturally caused fires will be extinguished when, in view of the direction, 
intensity and extent of the fire and the fire suppression techniques available, 
they pose a threat to human life and property, and to habitats requiring 
protection. 

(v) Where fire suppression action is required, the methods utilised will be, wherever 
possible, those which will have the least long-term impact on wilderness quality. 

(vi) The use of heavy machinery for fire suppression within a wilderness area will be 
prohibited except: 
(a) where it is considered to be the only way of preventing greater long-term 

loss of wilderness quality; 
(b) where specific machinery use techniques, that do not result in significant 

disturbance to the landscape or create a new access network, are 
considered the only feasible method of preventing long-term loss of 
wilderness quality; or 

(c) to mitigate hazard to human life, where alternative measures which do 
not impact on the wilderness quality of the area are unavailable. 

(vii) Wherever possible, fire management practices designed to protect land 
adjacent to or within a wilderness area will be conducted outside the wilderness 
area. 

3.7 Research 
(i) Research that will contribute to the implementation of the objectives of 

wilderness management will be encouraged. 
(ii) Research that will not affect wilderness quality and cannot be carried out 

elsewhere may be permitted. 
(iii) Research not covered under (i) and (ii) will not be permitted. 

3.8 Biological Conservation 
 (i) Management of threatened species, communities and habitats will, as far as 

possible, be consistent with maintenance of wilderness quality. 
 (ii) Action will be taken to maintain and, where possible, restore natural processes, 

communities and habitats. 

3.9 Non-indigenous Species 
(i) Non-indigenous species which significantly affect the wilderness quality of a 

wilderness area will be controlled or eradicated. 
(ii) Action will be taken to prevent the establishment of non-indigenous species. 

3.10 Emergency and Essential Management Operations 
(i) All emergency and essential management operations will be carried out with 

the least possible impact on wilderness quality. 
(ii) Actions that cause short-term degradation of wilderness quality but are 

necessary for emergency and/or essential management operations will be 
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permitted. The only specific situations acknowledged in this Code as possibly 
requiring such actions are: 
• control or eradication of non-indigenous species; 
• conservation of threatened species, communities and habitats; 
• protection of fire-sensitive species and communities; 
• management of visitor use; 
• management action or use of devices to mitigate hazard to human life; 
• restoration of natural processes, communities and habitats; and  
• research 

Where degradation has occurred as a result of these activities, rehabilitation will 
be undertaken as soon as practicable. 

3.11 Wilderness Protection Zones 
Protection of wilderness quality in wilderness protection zones will be negotiated with 
tenement holders on the basis of the environmental protection policies in section 5. 
Management undertakings will be incorporated in a plan of management. 

4. EXTERNAL INFLUENCES 

4.1 Close liaison with adjoining landholders and managers will be established to ensure 
that adverse impacts on the wilderness quality of an area resulting from activities 
outside that area are minimised or prevented.  

4.2 Where a wilderness area does not comprise a whole catchment, close liaison with 
upstream landholders and relevant authorities will be established to encourage the 
maintenance of water quality and flow regimes as close as practicable to their 
natural state. 

4.3 Wherever possible management activities essential to the maintenance of the 
wilderness quality of a wilderness area to be on land outside the wilderness area. 

5.0 EXERCISE OF MINING RIGHTS IN WILDERNESS PROTECTION ZONES 

The holder of a mining tenement shall: 

5.1 have regard to the provisions of the plan of management under section 31 of the 
Wilderness Protection Act; and  

5.2 in undertaking any operations: 
(i)  protect native flora and fauna; 
(ii) avoid the pollution of land, water and air; 
(iii) avoid disturbance to known sites of natural, scientific, Aboriginal and non-

Aboriginal cultural significance; 
(iv) minimise the potential for wind and water erosion; 
(v) avoid unnecessary track creation; 
(vi) avoid introduction of non-indigenous species;  
(vii) establish environmental monitoring and rehabilitation programs; and 
(viii) upon completion of the operation remove or obliterate all structures and 

materials used in the carrying out of mining operations. 
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APPENDIX B:  MINIMUM IMPACT CODE 
MINIMUM IMPACT CODE 

FOR VISITORS TO WILDERNESS PROTECTION AREAS AND ZONES IN 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

Introduction: 
The rise in popularity of outdoor recreation has led to a great increase in the number of people 
visiting National Parks and wilderness areas.  With this rise in use has come increasing damage to 
the natural environment.  Degradation of popular areas through proliferation of unnecessary 
tracks, trampling of native vegetation, collection of fallen and live timber for firewood, and rubbish 
dumping is a significant environmental problem. 

Fortunately, along with the increasing number of visitors to wilderness, a new user ethic has 
developed.  The 'minimal impact' philosophy is now widely adopted.  This Code covers the major 
minimal impact techniques for visitors to wilderness protection areas and zones. 

While this Code serves as a handy guide for wilderness users, visitors are reminded that detailed 
requirements are set out in the Wilderness Protection Regulations 2006. 

Planning and getting there 

Equipment and Permits 
To visit a wilderness area with the least impact you need the right equipment. 

Apart from normal bushwalking gear, walkers staying overnight will need: 
• a fuel stove and fuel 
• a hand trowel or spade 
• a container for collecting water 
• strong rubbish bags 
• up to date maps and access information 
• relevant permits or licences. 

Desert travellers should refer to the National Parks and Wildlife Desert Parks Handbook for helpful 
advice on trip preparation and travel.  As well as the items listed above desert travellers should 
ensure they have adequate water, food, fuel and vehicle spare parts. 

Commercial tours and scientific expeditions require a licence to take groups into a wilderness 
area. Group leaders must: 
• adhere to the conditions of the licence and the Minimum Impact Code; and 
• supply each member with a copy of the Code. 

Timing and Numbers 

Be constantly aware of the effect your presence is likely to have on the wilderness area and on 
other visitors. 
• Go with a small number of people.  Large groups have more impact, affect the wilderness 

experience of others and are more socially unwieldy. 
• Where possible avoid the peak times of the year and the more popular areas.  You will miss 

the multitudes and by spreading the impact you give the environment a chance to recover. 
• Plan your travelling times so that you can camp at recognised campsites rather than creating 

a new site. 

Things to leave behind 
There are some things you cannot take into a wilderness area. 
• Please arrange for your pets to be cared for while you are away. 
• Firearms, fishing equipment, nets and any other trapping devices are prohibited unless you 

have a permit. 
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Protecting the wilderness area 

Flora, fauna and natural features 
All plants, animals and natural features in wilderness areas are protected. 
• Wildlife and habitats should not be disturbed.  Observe and enjoy them quietly.  Take 

particular care near breeding birds and other known wildlife colonies. 
• Do not pick flowers, take or disturb other specimens, including rocks and fossils.  If you have a 

permit, take care not to spoil the environment and other people's enjoyment of it. 

Cultural Heritage 
Sites and objects of Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal cultural significance are protected by law. 

• Do not remove objects, or disturb or deface anything.  Access to some sites may require the 
permission of Aboriginal traditional owners. 

• Recognised places are likely to have defined access.  Stay on the tracks and do not create 
new ones. 

No Trace Camping 
Modern camping equipment helps you to leave a campsite looking as if you had never been 
there. 
• Look for low impact campsites.  Sandy or hard surfaces are better than vegetated areas.  

Reduce your impact by spending only one or two nights in one place.  Aim to leave the area 
as if no-one had been there.   

• Avoid making vehicle tracks around campsites.  Parking under trees compacts the soil and 
reduces the ability of water to penetrate.   

• If it looks like rain, pitch your tent on ground that will drain naturally.  Do not dig channels 
around your tent. 

• Water supplies are vital for most animals and birds.  Make your campsite sufficiently far from 
any water sources so that animals may have undisturbed access. 

• A significant part of the wilderness experience is the enjoyment of the sounds of the bush.  Do 
yourself and other visitors a favour by keeping noise to a minimum. 

Campfires 
Trees are precious.  Trees and vegetative litter provide habitats for many animals, birds and insects. 
Collection of dead wood and the cutting of live timber for firewood have had a serious impact on 
woodland and individual trees in some popular outback areas. 
• Areas which are ecologically fragile or depleted of timber may be designated Fuel Stove Only 

Areas.  Check on campfire restrictions before leaving and always carry the appropriate 
equipment and fuel.  Fuel stoves are faster and cleaner than campfires and do not cause 
visual scarring and debris. 

• Where campfires are permitted, only one small campfire should be made.  Timber should be 
obtained from designated sites or supply depots. 

• Campfire remains should be as unobtrusive as possible.  Constructing campfires from piled 
stones or in holes creates a visual scar.  A fire that has burnt to ashes is less obtrusive than one 
extinguished with soil or water.  Remove any non-combustible material from the ashes and 
take it with you. 

• Be absolutely sure that the fire is out.  A fire is not really out until the soil is cool. 
• Do not light a fire if in doubt about the safety of lighting it.  Always carry a fuel stove and fuel 

just in case. 
• Observe all fire bans. 

Rubbish - Carry it in, carry it out 
• Pack to minimise rubbish.  Avoid carrying too many bottles, cans and wrappings. 
• Do not bury rubbish as it disturbs the soil and is likely to be dug up by animals and scattered by 

birds and the wind. 
• If fires are permitted, you may burn combustible material, but carry out the rest. 
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• If you come across other people's rubbish, you’ll do the wilderness a favour by carrying that 
out too. 

Washing and hygiene 
If water is required for washing it should be collected in a container. 
• Wash 50 metres away from rivers, creeks, springs, lakes and other water bodies.  Detergents, 

toothpaste and soap (even biodegradable types) pollute the water and harm fish and other 
water life. 

• Only swim where permitted. 
• Bury all faecal waste and paper.  Choose a spot at least 100 metres from campsites and 

watercourses.  If fires are permitted, use extreme care to burn rather than bury paper. 
• Many sanitary items and ‘disposable’ nappies have plastic liners that do not burn well. Please 

carry them out. 

Tracks and Trails 
Vehicle access to wilderness areas is generally not permitted.  In South Australia, some vehicle 
access may exist where necessary for effective management.  Where this access is made 
available to drivers or walkers, the privilege should not be abused. 

• Stay on prescribed tracks and trails to confine impacts to a planned route. 
• Do not create new tracks and trails by cutting corners or skirting around obstacles such as 

fallen trees or dead animals.  Creating new tracks increases environmental impacts, creates 
visual scarring and causes confusion.  Where possible, remove the obstacle. 

• Avoid vehicle travel when wet as this can cause extensive damage to the track surface. 
• Leave gates open or closed as found.  Do not force or go around locked gates. 

Where there is no walking trail: 
• Avoid sensitive vegetation that is easily destroyed by trampling. 
• Follow an animal pad. 
• Spread out where the terrain allows, as this will help disperse impacts.  A plant has more 

chance of survival if only one walker steps on it. 

Thank you for helping to protect our precious wilderness. 
By adopting the techniques in this Code, you will help protect our wilderness.  Without a conscious 
effort, we run the risk of 'loving our wilderness areas to death'. 
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APPENDIX C: CONSERVATION STATUS CODES  

Australian Conservation Status Codes  
The following codes are based on the current listing of species under Section 179 of the 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act).   

EX Extinct: there is no reasonable doubt that the last member of the species has died. 

EW Extinct in the Wild: known only to survive in cultivation, in captivity or as a naturalised 
population well outside its past range; or it has not been recorded in its known and/or 
expected habitat, at appropriate seasons, anywhere in its past range, despite exhaustive 
surveys over a time frame appropriate to its life cycle and form.  

CE Critically Endangered: facing an extremely high risk of extinction in the wild in the immediate 
future, as determined in accordance with the prescribed criteria.  

E Endangered: facing a very high risk of extinction in the wild in the near future, as determined 
in accordance with the prescribed criteria.  

V Vulnerable: facing a high risk of extinction in the wild in the medium-term future, as 
determined in accordance with the prescribed criteria.  

CD Conservation Dependent: the species is the focus of a specific conservation program, the 
cessation of which would result in the species becoming vulnerable, endangered or 
critically endangered within a period of 5 years.  

Note: Prescribed criteria as defined under the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species. 

South Australian Conservation Status Codes 
The following codes are based on the current listing of species under Schedules of the National 
Parks and Wildlife Act 1972, as amended in 2000.  To align with other States, Territories and the 
Commonwealth (EPBC Act) listing categories and ratings, the IUCN criteria were used as a basis 
for determining threatened species status under the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1972.  For IUCN 
criteria see: 

IUCN (1994) IUCN Red List Categories. Prepared by the IUCN Species Survival Commission. 
IUCN, Gland, Switzerland (www.redlist.org). 

IUCN (2001) IUCN Red List Categories and Criteria: Version 3.1. IUCN Species Survival 
Commission. IUCN, Gland, Switzerland and Cambridge, United Kingdom (www.redlist.org). 

E Endangered: (Schedule 7) in danger of becoming extinct in the wild. 

V Vulnerable: (Schedule 8) at risk from potential or long term threats which could cause the 
species to become endangered in the future. 

R Rare: (Schedule 9) low overall frequency of occurrence (may be locally common with a 
very restricted distribution or may be scattered sparsely over a wider area).  Not currently 
exposed to significant threats, but warrants monitoring and protective measures to prevent 
reduction of population sizes. 

Regional Status Codes 
The categories below apply to the species distribution at a regional level.  There are no regional 
conservation status categories developed for mammals, reptiles or amphibians to date. 

Birds 
Regional conservation status for birds follow:  

Carpenter and Reid (1998) The Status of Native Birds in the Agricultural Areas of South 
Australia. Unpublished and regularly updated database. 

The regions are defined as follows: 

ML  Mount Lofty  MN Mid-North SE    South-Eastern  KI Kangaroo Island  
MM Murray Mallee EP Eyre Peninsula YP Yorke Peninsula  
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Plants 
Regional conservation ratings for plants follow: 

Lang, PJ & Kraehenbuehl, DN (2001) Plants of Particular Conservation Significance in South 
Australia's Agricultural Regions.  

Department for Environment and Heritage (undated) Florlist. Unpublished and regularly 
updated database. 

The regions are as defined by the State Herbarium (Plant Biodiversity Centre), illustrated in the front 
cover of: 

Barker, WR, Barker, RM, Jessop, JP and Vonow, HP (Eds) (2005) Census of South Australian 
Vascular Plants. Fifth Edition. J. Adelaide Bot. Gard. Supplement 1. Botanic Gardens of 
Adelaide and State Herbarium, Adelaide.   

NW North-Western  FR  Flinders Ranges  NL  Northern Lofty  SL Southern Lofty  
LE Lake Eyre  EA Eastern  MU Murray  KI Kangaroo Island  
NU Nullarbor  EP Eyre Peninsula  YP Yorke Peninsula  SE    South-Eastern  
GT Gairdner-Torrens  

In order of decreasing conservation significance: 
X Extinct/Presumed extinct: not located despite thorough searching of all known and likely 

habitats; known to have been eliminated by the loss of localised population(s); or not 
recorded for more than 50 years from an area where substantial habitat modification has 
occurred. 

E Endangered: rare and in danger of becoming extinct in the wild.  

T Threatened: (Plants only) likely to be either Endangered or Vulnerable but insufficient data 
available for more precise assessment.   

V Vulnerable: rare and at risk from potential threats or long term threats that could cause the 
species to become endangered in the future. 

K Uncertain: likely to be either Threatened or Rare but insufficient data available for a more 
precise assessment.   

R Rare: has a low overall frequency of occurrence (may be locally common with a very 
restricted distribution or may be scattered sparsely over a wider area).  Not currently 
exposed to significant or widespread threats, but warrants monitoring and protective 
measures to prevent reduction of population sizes. 

U Uncommon: less common species of interest but not rare enough to warrant special 
protective measures. 

Q Not yet assessed: but flagged as being of possible significance. 

N Not of particular significance: (Plants only) also indicated by a blank entry. 

C Common: (Birds only) also indicated by a blank entry. 

O Occasional Visitor Only: (Birds only) not considered of conservational status. 
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