
 
Conservation Status of South Australia's Breeding Seabirds Cormorants 

 
Black-faced Cormorant Phalaccrocorax fuscescens 

 

 
 
 

 
Distribution: 
 
 

 
 

Range: Endemic to Australia, occurs south-eastern  coastlines and small part of 
Western Australian coast. In South Australia, found primarily in Gulfs 
waters 

Migratory 
behaviour: 

Largely sedentary,  with some dispersal by juveniles 

Diet: Small coastal fish are major prey. 
Photo: P Canty DEH. 

 
Pied Cormorant Phalaccrocorax varius 

 

 
 

 
Distribution:

 

Range: Widespread on coastal, subcoastal and inland waters throughout 
Australia. Recorded in all regions of South Australian coastline. 

Migratory 
behaviour: 

Adults are largely sedentary, juveniles undertake some dispersal. 

Diet: Feeds mainly on fish and a few crustaceans. 
Photo: P Copley DEH. 

 

 


